SPOTLIGHT
Seend and Bulkington

MAY 2008

DIARY DATES FOR APRIL
24th
26th
26th
28th
29th

Link AGM - 8pm in the Pavilion
Plant sale and craft fayre at Keevil School
Melksham Choral Society concert. 7.30pm, Melksham United Church
Mobile Library - 9.35am The Lye, Seend; 10am Telephone Box, Seend Cleeve;
10.55am-11.25am car park at Tipsy Toad, Bulkington
Parish Council, 7.30pm in Seend Community Centre

DIARY DATES FOR MAY
3rd Seend Beer Festival - midday till 11pm in the Community Centre
6th
First Steps service for toddlers and parents. 2.15pm in Holy Cross, Seend
7th
First Wednesday shopping trip - ring Terry on 828203 by Mon 5th
7th
Coffee Morning for Church flowers, 15 Dial Close, Seend, 10.30am
8th
Theatre Club visit to Theatre Royal, Bath
10th Keevil 10k run and Family Fun Day (timings on p.16)
11th-17th Christian Aid collection
11th Seend Ramblers, 9.30am Rusty Lane or 10.15am Westwoods car park
12th Mobile Library - 9.35am The Lye, Seend; 10am Telephone Box, Seend Cleeve;
10.55am-11.25am car park at Tipsy Toad, Bulkington
13th Tennis Club AGM - 7.30pm in Seend Community Centre
13th Annual Parish Meeting, 8pm in the Pavilion
17th Teddy Bears’ Picnic, 3.30-5.30pm in the Pavilion
17th Quiz Night in the Community Centre, 8pm
18th Historic Houses Club visit to Chavenage House (phone Sue Johns 828777)
26th No mobile library because of Bank Holiday
26th Craft Fayre at Cleeve House
31st Concert at Bulkington.Marquee, 6pm for 6.30
DIARY DATES FOR JUNE
1st
4th
5th
9th

Beetle Drive and cream teas, Bulkington Marquee, 3pm
First Wednesday Shopping Trip (phone Terry on 828203 by Monday 2nd)
Seend Shuttle AGM, 7.45pm in the Pavilion
Mobile Library - 9.35am The Lye, Seend; 10am Telephone Box, Seend Cleeve;
10.55am-11.25am car park at Tipsy Toad, Bulkington
10th Gardening Club Members’ open gardens from 6pm
13th School Barn Dance, Seend Community Centre
14th Church Fete, 12-4pm, and summer soiree, 7-10pm, in the Rectory Garden,
Seend
18th Vintage vehicles on Lye Field from 6pm
23rd Mobile Library - 9.35am The Lye, Seend; 10am Telephone Box, Seend Cleeve;
10.55am-11.25am car park at Tipsy Toad, Bulkington
28th Fete and Proms in Park, Village Green, Poulshot

Newcomer to Seend?
Call in at the shop/PO and ask for your copy of the Welcome booklet, which tells you
all you need to know about the village.
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Welcome to the May issue
At this time of the year, I suppose there’s bound to be lots
of talk about growing things, and Spotlight is not immune
to all that. Apart from the Gardening Club’s interesting
report, there are the first reminders that you can enter your
prize exhibits (or your runners up!) in the Seend Flower
Show on August 9th. And the WI are keen to know if there will be people
wanting to rent the allotments behind the old hall if they are reinstated. Phone
Susan Bolton on 827065 or Jo Vaux on 828970 if you are interested.
The 8th Seend Beer Festival is bound to be one of the highlights of the month
- it takes place from midday till 11pm on 3rd May. Children of all ages are
invited to the Teddy Bears’ Picnic at the Pavilion on 17th May, and how about
joining in the Quiz Night at the Community Centre that evening? And there’s
lots going on at the Bulkington Marquee weekend of 31st May and 1st June.
The Annual Parish Meeting is your chance to hear what the Parish Council
and various village organisations have been up to during the past year.

Advertising in Spotlight
We shall soon be renewing the annual adverts in Spotlight from the July
edition. Should you wish to advertise in Spotlight, the rates for 10 issues are
as follows:
£120 full page, £60 half page £30 quarter page
As there is limited space for these adverts, it will be on a first come, first
served basis. Adverts should be sent ASAP and can be e-mailed to
spotlight@seend.org.uk or sent by cd/floppy disc together with your cheque
(made payable to Seend PCC - Magazine Account) to Spotlight Advertising,
c/o 61 Seend Cleeve, Seend, Melksham SN12 6PX. Please note that for those
adverts sent by e-mail, the Spotlight team must receive a cheque for the advert
to qualify. An advert will only be placed once we have received a cheque.
If you would like to speak to someone about advertising, then please contact
Sue Bond on: 01380 828537.

The Spotlight Contacts
Contributions for the June issue (copy deadline is 10th May) can be e-mailed
to spotlight@seend.org.uk or delivered to the Post Office, High Street, Seend
or, for Bulkington contributions, to Jo Bell at 1 Northfields, Bulkington (email to trevor@bell8490.freeserve.co.uk). Comments and queries to Joanna
Goddard on 828488, Tessa Doe on 828617 or Tina Yockney on 827139.
N.B. Please ring Tina if you can help with printing or collating the magazine.
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EVENTS IN MAY AND JUNE

Teddy Bears’ Picnic

Saturday 17 May 2008 3.30-5.30pm
in the Irene Usher Memorial Pavilion Seend
Activities include:
Best Dressed Teddy Bear, Most Unusual Teddy Bear
and Most Loved Teddy Bear Competitions
Collage and Teddy Bear Making and Decorating; Teddy Bears’ Hospital;
Face Painting; Bouncy Castle; Singing and Games
Tickets: £5 per child to include a picnic tea and activities
from: Rachel Burton, Margaret Coley, Helen Hook, and Sue Taylor
or call Yzanne Martin Hallett 01380 827 086
Parents may stay and join in the fun, or leave children with CRBchecked carers. Please advise when buying tickets of your intention.
Any profits will go to Church Funds

3

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
Quiz Night

8pm on Saturday 17th May
at Seend Community Centre

Teams of 4
£2 per person - Big cash prizes!
Tables bookable in advance. Ring Tessa on 828617

Seend Church Summer Fete
Saturday 14th June 12-4pm

In the Rectory Garden
BARBECUE
Licensed Bar
Stalls * Games * Bouncy Castle * Face Painting
Raffle * Wheel of Fortune
Vintage Car Rides * Buskers
And many other exciting events.
Come and join in the fun!
Teas, homemade cakes and ice cream also available
In aid of church funds
To be followed by

MUSIC for a SUMMER EVENING
Supper & Soiree
7-10pm in the RECTORY GARDEN
Make a note in your diary as numbers will be limited
Look out for details next Spotlight

4

SEEND CLEEVE OPEN GARDENS
Saturday 5th July 1-5pm
Look out for further details in next month’s Spotlight

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This section in Spotlight is for general announcements be it births, deaths or
marriages, wedding anniversaries or any other kind of celebration which you
would like to share with Spotlight Readers. Do let us know and, space
permitting, we will try to print all your announcements.

Congratulations!...
… Mel, John, Chloe and Beth Steel of Well Cottage, 92 Seend Cleeve,
are proud to announce the birth of Erin Ruby on 13 March and
weighing 6lb 9oz.
Matt and Sarah Hill of Holly Tree House, Seend Cleeve, are proud to
announce the birth their daughter Olivia Rose Elizabeth, born on
March 30th and weighing 8lb 1oz

CHURCH NEWS
From where I stand…
… the month of May can give us a positive outlook if we’re able to see it that
way! Although we’re conscious of changing weather concerns, the rather
strange experiences through April of snow and sunshine within moments,
May is usually full of the promise of the coming summer.
Of course historically the month of May was full of customs related to spring
and fertility! Still in some towns and villages there is a sense of carnival,
processions, Maypole dancing and fancy dress parades. In parts of Somerset
and Cornwall the ‘Obby Oss’, a man dressed up as a strange looking horse,
dances through the streets pretending to chase the village women! This
custom grew because the Celts held the horse in great respect and the May
‘oss’ was thought to bring fertility to the land and the people.
In the life of the Church the festivities of May depend on when Easter has
fallen! This year in May we’ll be keeping the feast of Pentecost (or more
familiarly Whitsun) and then ten days later Corpus Christi both of which
interestingly are also about new life and energy.
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Pentecost falls 50 days after Easter and in the Christian Church celebrates the
belief that the Spirit of God, His essence, was made present in the lives of the
first disciples in Jerusalem sending them out to continue the work of Christ.
With His life and energy within them they could lead others to find their own
encounter with God too. At Corpus Christi we celebrate the belief that
spiritually we encounter God in the bread and wine of the Eucharist, are
energised to be His people once again, and so are sent out with a sense of that
new life.
So whatever the month of May means to you it is traditionally a time for
hope, looking forward with new energy, and with the promise of things to
come! So - Happy May-time!
The Rev’d Sacha Pearce
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 27th April Rogation Sunday 4th Sunday of the month
08.00 Holy Communion Holy Cross Seend
09.30 Family Eucharist St Peter’s Poulshot
11.15 Family Eucharist Holy Cross Seend
18.00 Songs of Praise Evensong Bulkington
Thursday 1st May Ascension Day
19.30 Joint Benefice Eucharist Holy Cross Seend
Sunday 4th May 1st Sunday of the month
08.00 Holy Communion Holy Cross Seend
09.30 Family Eucharist Bulkington
11.15 Parish Eucharist Seend
18.00 Evensong Poulshot
Sunday 11th May Pentecost 2nd Sunday of the month
08.00 Holy Communion Holy Cross Seend
09.30 Parish Eucharist for Pentecost St Peter’s Poulshot
11.15 Parish Eucharist Holy Cross Seend
18.00 Evensong Christchurch Bulkington
Sunday 18th May 3rd Sunday of the month
08.00 Holy Communion Holy Cross Seend
09.30 Parish Eucharist Bulkington
11.15 Parish Eucharist Holy Cross Seend
18.00 Parish Eucharist St Peter’s Poulshot
Thursday 22nd May Corpus Christi
19.30 Joint Benefice Eucharist Holy Cross Seend
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Sunday 25th May 4th Sunday of the month
08.00 Holy Communion Holy Cross Seend
09.30 Family Eucharist St Peter’s Poulshot
11.15 Family Eucharist with Holy Baptism Holy Cross Seend
18.00 Songs of Praise Evensong Bulkington
Sunday 1st June 1st Sunday of the month
08.00 Holy Communion Holy Cross Seend
09.30 Family Eucharist Bulkington
11.15 Parish Eucharist Seend
18.00 Evensong Poulshot

Coffee Morning
You are invited to the annual Coffee Morning in aid of Church Flowers at
15 Dial Close, Seend, at 10.30am on Wednesday 7th May.
There will be a bring and buy stall and raffle. I do hope you will be able to
come.
Lilian Smallshaw
SEEND CHURCH SUMMER FETE
Saturday 14th June 12-4pm in the Rectory Garden
If you have any unwanted items or gifts
PLEASE HELP to make this afternoon a success by giving them to us for
the various stalls :- DVDs / CDs Books Bric a Brac Toys/Games
Toiletries Cakes Stationery etc etc
Anything and everything appreciated !!
Contact Tina Yockney 01380 827139 / Hatty Stafford Charles 01380 828380
Ian Bolton 01380 828960
THANK YOU
First Steps Benefice Parent & Toddler Church Service
Our ever growing parent and toddler group, First Steps, will meet
again on Tuesday 6 May 2008 at 2.15pm in Holy Cross Seend.
This month the Rector will tell us the story of Pentecost, how
God’s spirit is always with us to help us when we need it. Come
and hear about a very special cat called Gabriel and his friends. As usual
there will be something to make and take home. There will be the tea, coffee
and squash served after the service and biscuits for hungry girls and boys.
Everyone is always welcome to come along and join in the fun. For more
information contact the Rector on 838615 or Jo on 828550.
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SEEND METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES FOR MAY
4th May
11th May
18th May
25th May

No service
10am. Revd Roy Fowler with the Sacrament of Holy
Communion
No service
6pm. Ecumenical Service led by Mr Douglas Colborne
Everyone always welcome.

FROM ROY
St Anthony, after many years in the desert contemplating God, came to the
conclusion: ‘My life and my death are in my neighbour.’ This is quite
astonishing. We might have expected him to say that his life and his death are
in God, but no, he says that they are in his neighbour. This paradoxical
realisation is repeated again and again in Christian history. When Mother
Julian of Norwich was bricked up in her cell to live the life of a
contemplative, she soon discovered that there was a constant flow of people
coming to find her to seek advice. There were so many wanted to see her that
a special waiting shelter had to be built to accommodate them while they took
their turn to consult with her. Out of her relationship with God, came a
special relationship with others.
Maybe this is not as surprising as we think. Jesus spent his life in the intimate
relationship with God that is expressed through his address of God as ‘Abba’
or ‘Father’. Yet Jesus’ life was spent in the service of others. The closer
Jesus got to God then the closer he got to the people around him. And Jesus
invited us to pray in the same words: ‘Our Father.’
If each and every one of us is created in the image and likeness of God, then
can it be that, as get closer to God, we begin to recognise that which is of
infinite worth in each other. We see our connectedness to everyone and to all
things. We see that the love that is at the heart of all is also the love between
us all.
God bless,

From someone else’s church news:
“ Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this way again," giving
obvious pleasure to the congregation”.
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Christian Aid Collection
May is the month for The Christian Aid collection. Last year, Seend and
Bulkington raised £938 for this charity, including £82 because of Gift Aid.
Can we get to £1,000 this year? With your copy of Spotlight you will receive
a Christian Aid envelope. The collection of the envelopes takes place in the
week 11-17 May. Please give generously.

RNLI House to house and Devizes Flag Day Collection
10th April 2008
Thank you everyone from Seend, Seend Cleeve, Martinslade and Bulkington
who gave their time and effort to collect for the Life Boats. Here are the
results. The figures in brackets show last year’s totals.
In the village, you collected £466.07 (£447.01) – up on last year – excellent!
The total house-to-house amount for all areas was £4340.46 (£4542.28) – our
contribution was, therefore, almost 11%.
The Flag Day in Devizes raised £923.32 (£934.85) – slightly less than last
year but very good, considering that five collectors had to withdraw because
of illness or other commitments.
The overall total (Flag Day and villages) was £5339.78 (£5471.87). We were
a little down on last year (2.4%) but an excellent effort nonetheless.
Thank you once again everyone for this superb effort to a worthy cause
supported wholly by charitable contributions.
Bob McCulloch

CLUB AND ORGANISATION NEWS
BLIZZARD SHUTS DOWN SEEND FETE!
If the winter weather persists this could be the Gazette’s headline in August,
but it’s probably not going to happen – I hope! So, with the likelihood of the
Fete going ahead as planned, it’s time for me to make the usual requests for
the things that we need to make the day successful, the day in question being
Saturday, August 9th.
TOMBOLA PRIZES
We always need tombola prizes - the more we have the more successful the
game. You must have something in your house that you received as a gift/
won in a raffle/bought on an impulse, but which you can’t see yourself using!
Well, we can use it, so CALL US TODAY on one of the numbers below. Do
it now before you forget!
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TOYS
Don’t throw out those unwanted toys (how poignant a phrase that is), your
child may have no more use for them, but you can be sure that they are
exactly what some other child will be looking for on Fete-day. Put them on
one side and later in the year I’ll give you some numbers to call to arrange
collection.
VOLUNTEERS
Our greatest need, as always, is for volunteers to help not only on the day, but
prior to the day, especially in the week before. If you haven’t already
volunteered, and many of you have and we thank you for that, call one of the
numbers below and we’ll add you to our list.
CAKES
Last year we had our most successful Tea-tent event ever, thanks to the record
number of cakes we received. I realize it’s a bit early to start baking for
August 9th, but it’s not too early to raise awareness of the need. More
awareness-raising in the forthcoming months.
Contact telephone numbers: 828391 (me), 827139 (Neil Yockney), 828535
(Sonja Nicholls)
Bernie Prolze
Chair, Fete 2008

THE SEEND FLOWER SHOW
Saturday August 9th 2008
An early reminder !! At long last the sun is shining, the ground is
warming up and everything is growing fast, So we gardeners,
reluctant and enthusiastic, are hard at work again and determined to
produce ever more attractive, colourful and tasty results from our
efforts!
This year will mark the 59th anniversary of the Seend Flower Show and the
Committee are determined, with your help, to keep up its reputation as one of
the very best Shows in the West Country.
Although the Programmes will not be available until July you can start your
planning of your Class winning entries now. There are more individual classes
for Flowers, Vegetables, Floral Art, Cookery, Handicrafts, Photography and
even some for all age groups.
It is the results of your efforts, support and particularly your entries that will
make this year’s Seend Flower Show another success so keep up the good
work, start planning your entries and let us all enjoy a bumper Show.
Peter Fisher.
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SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS
You can read all about what’s going on in the Community Centre in the
enclosed copy of ‘Happenings!’, but here are some brief details:
Skittles 3-a-side competition, starting 28th April.
8th Seend Beer Festival - Saturday 3rd May from midday till 11pm.
Real ales and ciders, live music and plenty of food. Unmissable!
Quiz Night - Saturday 17th May. Teams of 4. Big cash prizes!

EVENTS ON THE LYE FIELD
On Wednesday the 18th of June, 2008, there will be a
gathering of vintage vehicles etc., on the Lye Field,
commencing at 6 pm. This is organised by the Lackham
Vintage Society, and is being held as a get-together for
their members.
The public are very welcome to attend, FREE of charge. Parking on the field.
A raffle will be held in aid of the Wiltshire Air Ambulance, a favourite of the
Society.
Anyone with a vintage vehicle welcome to attend. Enquiries to Keith and
Pauline Day, 01380 828459.
And on Sunday, 21st September 2008, the British Heart Foundation will hold
their fifth annual Hearts First Cycle Ride around central Wiltshire, and will
start, as before, from the Lye Recreation Field.
Dave Sawyer, Hon.Secretary
Seend Lye Recreation Field Committee

SEEND SHUTTLE
If you are interested in the first-Wednesday-of the-month shopping trips to
Bath or Salisbury, ring Terry on 828203 by the previous Monday. If you can
join the bus-cleaning rota, phone Tessa on 828617, or if you can drive the
Shuttle please ring Pete on 828757.

Annual General Meeting
Your chance to hear about a year in the life of our Community Bus, to voice
your opinions - and to express gratitude to our team of volunteer drivers - is
on Thursday 5th June at 7.45pm in the Pavilion. All volunteers,
passengers and other interested persons will be very welcome. Refreshments
will be served.
If you need a ride on the Shuttle to the meeting, please ring Pete on 828757.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Obituary - Michael Warren
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Michael
Warren (aged 43 years), who died whilst piloting a routine flight
for British Airways from UK to Cyprus and who had been a member of the
Seend Branch of the Royal British Legion during the 1990s.
Michael lived his early life in Seend, attending the local school and then
George Ward School, before going to Liverpool University where he obtained
a Degree in Civil Engineering. He then joined the Royal Air Force and
completed flying training at Woodvale. Subsequently he flew Tornados in the
first Gulf War and, as a result of his expertise, he then returned to Woodvale
as a Flying Instructor.
When he retired from the Royal Air Force in the rank of Squadron Leader he
joined GB British Airways as a pilot.
Our deepest sympathy goes out to his widow Lisa, his two children and his
parents, Les and Mary.
Canteen Concert (alias Dug Out Supper)
This year’s Dug Out Supper, renamed Canteen Concert, was held on Saturday
15th March in The Community Centre. It was attended by more than 80 people
and, thanks to our excellent Dug Outers (chefs to the uninitiated!), we were
once again treated to a first class meal. Our thanks go to them and to all the
other helpers who worked so hard to make the evening such a success. Many
thanks also to everyone who bought raffle tickets and raised nearly £200.00.
An excellent cabaret was provided by The Academy Singers (final year
students from The Bristol College of Performing Arts), who sang songs from
the shows. This was their final run out before auditioning for London directors
and we wish them all the very best of luck in their future careers.
STOP PRESS: Many thanks to all who had anything to do with the Canteen
Concert for their contribution towards our magnificent profit of over £700.00.
Committee Meeting
Committee Members are reminded that the next meeting will be held in the
Community Centre (Upper Room) on 12th June 2008 at 2000hrs

SEEND AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS
The walk scheduled for the Yatton Keynell area on Sunday, 16th
March, had to be cancelled due to inclement weather making
conditions unsuitable underfoot.
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Seend & District Ramblers AGM – Sunday 6th April
The meeting was preceded with a lovely brisk walk around the village, taking
in fields and lanes, some canal crossing and back up the fields adjacent to
Ferrum Towers. A total of 15 walkers enjoyed a distance of 3 to 4 miles on a
bright sunny afternoon, with the odd flurry of snow for good measure. Our
thanks to Tessa for organising.
On completion of the walk, tea and cake was served to all those present (32).
The meeting commenced with the Chairman welcoming everyone. The
Secretary followed up with her report on a very fulfilling year of events,
despite three walks having to be cancelled because of the extreme wet
weather. A list of forthcoming walks and events was distributed. Two
representatives from the Seend Fete Committee were present. We were
thanked for our efforts at running the ‘Tea Tent’ at the 2007 fete, and
encouraged to commit again this year!
A visit to Berwick in September is also under review. Current membership
stands at 55.
Next walk – Sunday 11th May
Meet 9.30am Rusty Lane or 10.15am in car park at Westwoods (grid ref
164668) on the Clatford road side. Delightful 5½ mile walk through
Westwoods, with the idea of viewing the bluebells! Bring refreshments. Pub
half-way round if wanted. Leader: Ron Apted (01380 828427).
N.B. The walk publicised for 27th April had to be rescheduled for 20th April.
Lin Salter

SEEND AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
The AGM held on Tuesday April 8th was well supported. The
minutes of last year’s meeting were accepted. Roger delivered
his Chairman’s report - reminding us of the rain last year during
the stay away in York and the cancellation of the day trip to
Hidcote and Kiftsgate due to flooding in Gloucestershire – better luck this
year! He highlighted the memorable visit to Seend Bridge House and the
participation of club members for the Church and Lye Field Fetes. He
thanked those who help on a regular basis with the raffle and refreshments
during meetings and the committee for their continued support. Roger
looked forward to the forthcoming trip to Dublin, the day trip postponed from
last year and the various events taking place prior to our next meeting on
September 9th.
The Treasurer’s report highlighted the fact that the club maintains a
comfortable balance and will retain the annual membership at £3.00.
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Roger was thanked by Club President David Raby-Cox for all his hard workdespite illness during the year.
A new constitution was ratified by the membership and the re-election of all
officers took place, Sue Rawstron being voted onto the committee.
Carole Jackson was presented with the Jill Edgeley Cup for the highest number
of points gained from monthly competitions with Joyce Brand second and Sue
Rawstron third.
After the formal meeting we enjoyed wine and refreshments provided by the
members and were entertained to a talk entitled ‘The Lighter Side of Life’ by
Dennis Barnard from Chapmanslade. Dennis reminded us of village life as it
used to be and of his experiences as local Postmaster, his time in the Pay Corps
and as an auctioneer at Frome Market.
He then introduced us to ‘Clem Pullen’. Wearing a smock, scarf and
countryman’s hat he went on to tell tales in dialect and recite poetry ,ending
with a rendition of a Harry Secombe song that he dedicated to all those who
help others, as he strives to do. He was thanked by Roger Allan.
A reminder about Member’s Open Gardens - Tuesday June 10th from
6.00pm onwards (open to other Club Members only)
Sue Johns - 5 Cook’s Close, Seend
Sylvia Hinton - 9 Cook’s Close, Seend
Alan & Joy Stack - Measham House, 17 Dial Close, Seend
Joan Savage - 22 Dial Close, Seend
Carole Jackson - The Cottage, High Street, Seend
Arrangements for trip to Hidcote and Kiftsgate
on Saturday 19th July 2008.
The cost is £18 for members, £19 for non-members. NB: If you don’t belong
to the National Trust you also have to pay the entry fee there.
There will be one pick up point only at The Bell layby, leaving at 9.00 am. If
you are going to park there please use their overflow park at the top of the hill.
We will arrive at Hidcote at approximately 11.00am and you can have coffee
etc, at the kiosk near the entry point or at the restaurant in the garden and there
is also a picnic area near the car park.
We will leave Hidcote at 2.30pm and arrive at Kiftsgate a few minutes later.
Teas are available at Kiftsgate. We will leave there at 4.30 pm and hopefully
be back at The Bell by 6.30pm.
There are a few spaces left on the coach for anyone else who would like to
come.
Sue Johns
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MOTHERS’ UNION - SEEND AND BULKINGTON BRANCH
At our March meeting, the subject was the work of the Overseas
Branches. The speakers, the Rev Arnold and Mrs Chadwick,
spoke of their visits to Rwanda. Both had been impressed by the
size and strength of the MU Branches there, and the way they
were tackling poverty resulting from genocide and civil war.
The MU members had made a garden and grown crops in sufficient quantity
to feed their own families and to sell the surplus in the market at a profit.
Another Branch, made up entirely of widows, was weaving baskets to sell so
that they could buy food. There were also MU groups for wives of prisoners
and unmarried mothers, some of whom had been victims of rape.
The Chadwicks had been moved by the work they had seen at Kisiizi Hospital,
a hospital built and run by the Mid Africa Mission. It was a rewarding
afternoon for all who came, and an encouragement to the local branch to
continue their support for overseas work.
Lady Day, or the Feast of the Annunciation, has a special significance for MU
members, and this year it was celebrated with a Deanery Service at Derry Hill.
It was led by the Rev Derek Frost and the Rev Nicholas Leigh Hunt, Diocesan
Chaplain, preached. Seven members of Seend branch attended, while three
were involved with the monthly First Steps service. This popular afternoon
service was attended by twelve toddlers and their parents. After hearing the
story of Jesus’ death and Resurrection, told by Rev Sacha Pearce, they made
Easter baskets.
For the past 18 months, two members of the Branch have made a banner for
Mundri Diocese in the Sudan. This will be taken to Mundri by our Diocesan
President, Bridget Trump. The banner was blessed by the Vicar of St Thomas’
Church, Salisbury, on Sunday April 6th.
Future dates:
21st May:
18th June:

Father Brian Tigwell – Celtic Experience
Mrs Angela Grist – Mercy Ships. Bring & Buy Stall.

SEEND WI
At a well-attended AGM on 2nd April the following committee was
elected to serve for the coming year: Sarah Todhunter (President),
Jo Vaux (Treasurer), Susan Bolton (Secretary), Gill Acornley,
Caroline Bowen, Jane Hopkins, Lynda McMillan & Jo Waldeck.
It was agreed that the future of the Rusty Lane site should be addressed as a
matter of urgency. Several proposals are being actively investigated by the
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committee with a view to making recommendations to the members in the near
future.
One of the proposed uses for the site is the restoration of the allotments and
anyone who might be interested in renting an allotment at a cost of £1 per
week is asked to contact either Susan Bolton on 827065 or Jo Vaux on
828970 to express their interest.
The competition for ‘A Pot Plant’ was won by Jane Hopkins.
The next meeting will be held in the Irene Usher Memorial Pavilion at 7.30pm
on Wednesday, 14th May when the speaker will be Mr Steve Vaux on the
subject of ‘Scenes from USA National Parks’. The competition will be a
Holiday Souvenir.
We are sorry to learn of the death of Meriel Taylor who was a longstanding
and supportive member of our WI.
Susan Bolton

F.O.K.S. (Friends of Keevil School)
THE GREAT BULKINGTON RAILWAY – THANK YOU!
Easter Monday’s weather did not stop the crowds from enjoying a fun
filled afternoon at The Great Bulkington Railway.
The West Wiltshire Society of Model Engineers kindly supported the event
with their magnificent display of trains and braved the cold weather to put on
an afternoon of pleasure for all children (aged 1 to 101!) and rail enthusiasts
alike. The queues for rides were endless and everyone enjoyed their journeys
on the various scale model engines from “Bulkington Halt to the Seaside”
Friends of Keevil School welcomed everyone with hot drinks and home made
cakes in the Village Hall. The event raised £375 which has been donated to the
Friends of Keevil School.
Friends of Keevil School would like to thank Mr Nev Boulton of the Great
Bulkington Railway who kindly opened up his railway and to The West
Wiltshire Society of Model Engineers for their wonderful display of trains.
KEEVIL 10K & FAMILY FUN DAY
SATURDAY 10TH MAY 2008
If you or your friends are planning to run in the 10K this year,
why not enter via our website www.keevil10k.co.uk or,
alternatively, call the hotline below for an application form. This
will help us on race day due to the sheer volume of ‘on the day’
entries we receive. Thank you.
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Itinerary for the day:
GATES OPEN
10K REGISTRATION
CHILDREN’S RACE REGISTRATION
FETE AND REFRESHMENTS
10K RACE START
CHILDREN’S RACES
GUINNESS WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT

-

09.30hrs
09.30-10.45hrs
from 11.00hrs
ALL DAY
11.00hrs
13.00hrs
14.30hrs

We will have lots of family entertainment, including children’s rides,
inflatables and games for the children. There will be a large selection of
refreshment stands, including the very popular beer tent kindly provided
by The Longs Arms at Steeple Ashton and STASH will be bringing
along their shop to give you a wide choice provisions to choose from.
Although Travis Perkins is our prime sponsor this year, we have many
other areas you can also sponsor and brand if required, so please contact
me if you are interested. Thank you.
If you would like to raise some sponsorship money for the school or for
the charity of your choice, please contact me asap for an application
form. We have also registered for Gift Aid this year, so why not have a
go and try to raise some sponsorship yourself– every little helps!
As previously mentioned, we have some exciting activities planned for
the afternoon to keep the whole family entertained. We are hoping to
break 2 world records! We have applied to the GUINNESS BOOK OF
WORLD RECORDS™ to set the record for both THE LONGEST
EVER MULTI-LEGGED RACE and THE MOST PEOPLE IN A 3LEGGED RACE! This is a great opportunity to bring along all your
friends and family to help us break these records and will also be a lot of
fun! We need as many people as possible to attempt these records, so
please come along and support us for this part of the event. The object of
the record attempt is to have as many people as we can to complete a
required distance, so it doesn’t matter what age you are – it’s not a
competitive race! You won’t want to miss it!!!!
WE DESPERATELY NEED YOUR HELP! Can you come along for a
few hours and help us on the day by marshalling, car parking, or general
help on the day or even leaflet dropping – please give us a call!
KEEVIL 10K TELEPHONE CONTACT NUMBER: 07757 650684
Debbie Scott, Chair, Friends of Keevil School
If you require further details on any of our activities, please contact
Debbie Scott on 01380 870410 or Keevil School on 01380 870376
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Easter Steam up on the Great Bulkington Railway
I am pleased to report that the Easter Monday Steam up on
the GBR, in aid of Keevil School was a great success and
that the railway and raffle for the chocolate ‘Bunny Rabbit ’
raised £296. We had a very good turn out with a total of 142
train trips during the day despite the very cold northerly wind. Lots of people
visited the relatively warm Village Hall and enjoyed a cup of tea and a piece
of cake. Wanda Corp of Westbury Road, Edington, won the chocolate rabbit.
Our thanks to the West Wiltshire Society of Model Engineers Ltd who
supplied and drove their model engines for this event.
Next public steam up is on August Bank Holiday, Monday 25th August
between 1 pm and 4:30 pm. Hope to see you all again!
Nev Boulton
Station Master

SEEND PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the March meeting
The meeting held on 25th March was attended by seven Councillors, with Mrs
Savage in the chair. Also in attendance were two members of the public, and
PC Andrew Horman, Community Beat Manager.
The PC had contacted Kennet DC with regard to Spiderweb Paddock. A
response has been received from the Enforcement Officer, indicating that the
Council considers the necessary physical works have taken place on the site
to comply with the enforcement notices, and there is no irrefutable evidence
of the unauthorized business use or residential use continuing. Kennet are
aware of reports of the owners continuing to sleep on the site, but consider the
collecting of evidence to prove this would be difficult. Kennet confirm that
the owners are entitled to use the land for agricultural purposes, and this will
mean that parts of the land will remain muddy and cut up. There is a current
enforcement notice against the van bodies on site, but they are often
considered ‘temporary’ and ‘moveable’ items that do not require planning
permission.
Planning Permission has been agreed for the following application:
K/58083/TR2
to

Neil Shardlow, 52 The Lye, Seend.
The dismantling and stump grinding of one cherry tree
front of the property

The Parish Steward will be in the village on 28 April and 23 June. The PC
will request clearing of the footpath from the village down the main A361 to
The Stocks, which will need cutting before the summer.
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A letter has been received from Wiltshire CC about the formal consultation on
proposed electoral divisions for the new Unitary Wiltshire Council. This
indicates that Seend and Poulshot will combine with Wingfield, Southwick,
Trowbridge, North Bradley, Hilperton, Semington, Great Hinton, Steeple
Ashton, Keevil and Bulkington.
PC Horman advised that the desk in Devizes Police Station is now closed, so
it is necessary to go to Melksham.
Dates for the next Parish skips will be:
April 25th
May 30th

Wessex Water site
Seend Community Centre

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 29th April 2008 at
Seend Community Centre at 7.30 p.m., and the Annual Parish meeting will
be held on Tuesday, 13th May 2008 at 8.00 p.m. at the Irene Usher Pavilion,
Rusty Lane.
Mrs Rosemary Fisher
Parish Clerk

SEEND SPORTS RESULTS & FIXTURES
SKITTLES
Men’s B (Captain Walter Mayell): won their last three league
matches 5½-1½; 6-1; 7-0; but lost in the nomination fixture
177-219.
Men’s C (Captain Sam Sainsbury): It has been a congested
few weeks for the C team. They lost 165-251 against Cons C in the 8-a-side
fixture on 13th March. The next 3 matches in March resulted in 3 losses: 1-6;
0-7; and 1½-5½. April brought two further defeats 0-7 and 1-6. Sam is
preparing an intensive closed season training programme!
Men’s D (Captain Luke Ballinger): 3 convincing victories against Staverton
5-2; The ‘Muds’ 7-0, and the Animals 7-0 put the D team into the runners-up
position only half a point behind the leaders, but still resulting in promotion to
the Premier Division where they will join the Men’s A team. Congratulations!

FOOTBALL
Seend Tigers (Coach Luke Ballinger): The Tigers are going
well and will be taking part in a 6-a-side under 12s tournament
in Frome in May.
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Next month’s Spotlight should include the first tennis and cricket results of
the season - please phone them through to the clubhouse by 10th May.
Thanks.
Frankie Goddard 828488
N.B. Some teams missed the deadline so their results were not published.
Better luck next time! Ed.

Aikido classes
If you’re interested in Aikido classes at Cleeve House on Monday and
Thursday evenings (adults & children) ring Matt Hill on 0776 5241784.

BITS ‘N’ BOBS
Summer Visitors
House Martins: These lovely migrant birds fly from
Africa to nest in the British Isles, many in our area. They
spend a long time making their mud nests under the eaves
of houses. Please be tolerant of their building habits. The
birds do not cause too much mess and they become distressed if all their hard
work is destroyed. If house martins cannot raise their brood, yet another
species will be endangered.
Swallows: Always return to their old nest sites, so please make access to
them. If for security, access has to be shut, swallows will fly through small
openings in order to reach their traditional nesting sites.
Swifts: Their nesting sites, some of which are centuries old, are fast
disappearing. They require an access tunnel of at least 18" long with a small
entrance hole. Swifts are believed to spend as much as 9 months a year on the
wing and are known to nap whilst flying.
Should you require any advice about these birds or how to obtain artificial
nesting boxes and how to erect them, please contact Wiltshire Wildlife Trust
Tel: 01380 725670.

Looking for a venue?
Carol and Norman at the Brewery Inn in Seend Cleeve are sometimes able
to offer the downstairs games room as a venue for children’s parties or
similar at no charge. Call them on 01380 828463, or pop in to ask for details.
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For Sale/wanted
(Personal ads only, not businesses thanks)
(Deliver your ads to the shop/PO or to Tessa Doe at 6 New Buildings together
with payment of £2 for up to 25 words.)
“Hagen” FLUVAL underwater filter. Tank size up to 90cm 130 litres. Used
once for rescuing an injured Koi carp. Also small aquarium air pump.
Sensible offers. 01380 828395.
A late Victorian oval tray, inlaid with shell motif. Raised veneer edge has
small damage. Needs silver tea set and appreciative owner. Auction value £40
approx. 01380 828395.

Lock Cottage progress report
Lock Cottage has had its 1970s British Waterways flat-roofed brick extension
demolished and those who walk along the towpath will see it is a wet muddy
mess, but footings are in and we start building a new stone extension just a bit
bigger but with good damp-proofing; drop in for a look.
Kennet Council has decided that a previous incorrect entry calling Bolland's Hill
‘Station Rd’ will remain despite many requests for it to revert to its better
known Bolland's Hill. This, I understand, was after Mr Bolland a local farmer
who supplied fresh horses to pull waggons up the hill to Seend. The council
name change dates back to 1972 or so and until recent times only used internally
in official council data, BOLLAND'S HILL is shown on all GPS mapping and
remarkably on Kennet's own website map as well as every other map. We are of
the opinion that Bolland's Hill should be retained and all use of Station Rd will
be ignored.
Yours Aye
David and Prue Hawkins

More gems from other people’s village mags:
“Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.”
“Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church.
So ends a friendship that began in their school days.”

USEFUL CONTACTS :
Rector - Revd Sacha Pearce 828615
Churchwardens: Holy Cross; S Taylor 01225 709360 Mrs T Yockney 827139
Christ Church: Mr J McDonald 828376
St Peter’s: Mr B James - 724944 Paulette Bremner Milne 828527
LPA’s: Audrey McDonald 828376 and Jo Bell 828550
Director of Music - David King 01225 710127 Bell Ringers C Mayell 828627
Minister Methodist Church - Revd Roy Fowler - 01249 813340
Irene Usher Hall (The Pavilion) Bookings - Richard Walker on 828250
Bulkington Village Hall - Spike Flynn 828348 or Roger Futter 828485
Lye Field Committee - Dave Sawyer 828583
100+Club Cash Draw - Bernie Prolze 828391
Seend Fete Committee - Bernie Prolze 828391
Seend Community Centre & Club - Bookings - Stan Wiltshire (Skittles only) 828559.
Hall bookings: Frank Teasdale 828617.
Seend Shuttle. Bookings - Alison Cobbing 828568
Seend and District LINK Scheme - Coordinator 828190
Seend and District Ramblers - Bob Howe 828554
Public Footpath Warden - Mrs Ester Daly 01672 513157
Seend and District Theatre Club - S Ewin 828325 M Whitehead 828612
Seend Historic Houses Club - Tony Ewin 828325
Seend and District Gardening Club - Joyce Brand 828433
Seend Book Club - Sylvia Ewin 828325
Seend’s Other Book Club - Frank Teasdale 828617
Seend Poetry Group - Tessa Doe 828617
Seend School - 828334
Seend Playgroup - Liz Futter 828485
Seend Bouncy Club - Kate or Kevin 828770
Seend Brownies - Helen Hook 828477
Bulkington and District Junior Youth Group - Ellie Purdy 828035
Seend WI - Sarah Todhunter on 736730
Seend Fawlty Players - Tessa Doe 828617
Seend Mothers’ Union - Elizabeth Campbell 828451
WEA - Pam Church on 828597
Royal British Legion - Roger Brind 828830;
Poppy Appeal - Anthony Hodgkinson on 828545
Seend Cricket Club - Peter Wallis 828757
Football Club - Dave Beaumont 01225 785067
Tennis Club - Philip Proven 828407
Short Mat Bowls Club - Colin Waldeck 828946
Neigbourhood Watch Coordinator - Tony Ewin on 828325; Owen Burton on 828820
(Seend Cleeve)
Parish Council Clerk - Rosemary Fisher 828281
Seend Website: www.seend.org.uk - Neil Yockney 827139
Bulkington Website: bulkington-village.co.uk Contact :- Angela Read 828925
PC Andrew Horman, Community Beat Manager for our area, can be contacted at
devizesnorthruralpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk or on 0845 408 7000.

Seend Post Office
& Village Store
01380 828250
NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
WINES BEERS & SPIRITS
GROCERIES
NATIONAL LOTTERY
POSTCARDS & STATIONERY
Village Store

Post Office

Mon

9.00 -5.30

9.00 - 5.30

Tues

9.00 - 5.30

9.00 - 5.30

Wed

9.00 - 5.30

9.00 - 4.30*

Thurs

9.00 - 1.00

9.00 - 1.00

Fri

9.00 - 5.30

9.00 - 5.30

Sat

8.30 - 1.00

9.00 - 1.00

Sun

9.00 - 10.30

Closed

Bank
Holidays

9.00 - 10.30

Closed

* note early closing

