Seend & Bulkington

ON Line ONLY

If you’ve found us online – please tell your friends!
AND IF YOUR FRIENDS AREN’T ONLINE THEN
PLEASE PRINT THEM A COPY!

Stay safe
Stay ALERT
STAY OPTIMISTIC!

JULY 2020

DIARY DATE FOR LATE JUNE
27th
30th

Virtual Wine Tasting – 6pm
Seend PC meeting on Zoom

DIARY DATES FOR JULY 2020
4th
Virtual Flower Show - Painted Pebbles
th
6
Virtual Flower Show – “English Afternoon Tea”
th
13
Virtual Flower Show – Tray Bake
20th LAST DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS - AUGUST/SEPTEMBER SPOTLIGHT
20th Virtual Flower Show – Children’s Creations during Covid19???

The Mobile Library is currently not running, but please check
@WiltshireMobileLibraries (Facebook) or @WiltsLibraries (Twitter) for updates.
ADVERTS: To see the adverts that normally appear in the printed version
of Spotlight, please control/click on this link:
http://seend.org.uk/Assets/Adverts%202019%20layout.pdf
If this does not work, please follow link at the www.seend.org.uk/spotlight.shtml

Newcomer to Seend or Bulkington?
Visit www.seend.org.uk, www.bulkington.org.uk and the Spotlight, Seend Community
Centre and Seend Village Group facebook pages.

Spotlight Contacts: Contributions for the August/September 2020 edition (copy by
Monday 20thJuly please) can be emailed to spotlight@seend.org.uk or delivered to
Seend Post & Provisions. Editors: Tessa Doe (01380 828617) and Sue Isaac
(828461). Please note that you should always send emailed items to the Spotlight
address, not to Sue or Tessa – even if they have emailed you from their own email
address – just in case they are not around (Unlikely at the moment, we know!). Fiona
Johnson is the contact for delivery when it resumes (828401) and Chris Brooker
(828047) for advertising. Volunteer deliverers can contact Fiona.
Lost emails: Emails to Spotlight sometimes go astray for no obvious reason. If email
correspondents don‟t receive an acknowledgement by the end of the Monday after the
Spotlight deadline, please ring Tessa or Sue (see above) to check if all is well. And
please note the following. When sending emails to spotlight@seend.org.uk please
include the word SPOTLIGHT in uppercase as the first word of the Subject. This
will help the editorial team sifting through all the messages stopped by the SPAM
filter, which sometimes include genuine messages for SPOTLIGHT.
PDFs: We cannot normally use PDF or jpg files of posters etc as they require a
specific shape and space. Word documents (or compatible) – without any fancy
formatting - give us the flexibility to adapt your wording and pictures to fit the space
available. Thanks.
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Welcome to July Spotlight…… .
Online again, naturally! (Homage to Gilbert O’Sullivan for those of
a certain age. Ed.) We hope to be able to revert to our usual printed edition delivered
to every household within the next few months. In the meantime please help us to
spread the word that the magazine is only available on the village website for now.
Not a lot to report on other than virtual events, which are proving popular. But our
villages are ringing some changes: we say farewell and a huge thank you to Jackie
Chalk, who is retiring after 10 years as Head of Seend School to be replaced in
September by Candida Hutchinson. And we welcome a new curate, Adrian Burholt.
Well done to the various people who have initiated and/or supported Seend‟s
fundraising efforts, which will be of great help to the village amenities and
organisations that have suffered a loss of income due to the pandemic.
One thing that has proved popular in our online editions is the inclusion of colour
photos. While it would be too costly to print such photos in future editions, perhaps
we could produce an online „supplement‟ of photos to go alongside the magazine on
the website. Watch this space. In the meantime, do send us photos of village
happenings, as well as written contributions of interest to the residents of Seend and
Bulkington. Just email spotlight@seend.org.uk
A REMINDER IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES: THE SEEND FUND
Remember the Seend fund is your local fund. Anyone living in or closely associated
with Seend, including our close neighbours in Bulkington and Poulshot, can apply by
emailing the secretary (anitashea@hotmail.co.uk) or writing to her at 34 Seend
Cleeve, Melksham SN12 6PY. If you find yourself in financial difficulties the fund
may be able to help. In the past it has contributed towards paying rent, paying for
food, fuel, electrical appliances, school and work clothes, wheelchairs, medical
equipment, vets bills, musical instruments, training, school trips and charitable work.
The Trustees promise complete confidentiality. Don‟t hesitate to send your details,
saying how much you need, what it is for and when you need it by. The fund can‟t
make huge donations but may be able to help carry you over in this very difficult
time.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND VILLAGE INFORMATION
(Please let us know of any births, marriages, deaths, special birthdays,
thanks, useful information etc that you would like to see included here.)
ONLINE WINE TASTING EVENT – SATURDAY 27TH JUNE @ 6 PM!
As part of the village fundraising initiative, the Community
Centre and Wine Circle team have got together with The
Daily Drinker to host an online wine tasting event. For full
details of how to participate, see the separate listing, or email
victoria@thedailydrinker.co.uk for more info.
3

Seend Community Link Scheme
Trouble getting out and about? We can help with transport.
Link is a team of volunteers who assist residents in the area who
are elderly or incapacitated and are unable to use public transport.
We are still operating during the crisis and can help with transport.

For more information or to join us as a volunteer driver please get in touch.
Telephone 07532 055560
www.seend.org.uk/seend_link
SEEND VILLAGE FETE 2020
THE BIG PICNIC
Dear villagers
Our fundraising campaign is alive and kicking!
Over the next 4 weeks you may see lots of events popping up on our facebook feed.
Please get involved and support/donate where you can.
All proceeds from the various fundraising events will be paid into our crowdfunding
page.
Thank you to those who have already supported our efforts! A MASSIVE shout out
to Yvette Rowe, Alison Bottomley and Ben/Hillary Hutchings who have raised over
£700 for the village by making masks. Thanks also to Mel Collinge-Cubberley for
donating money from the sale of her Father‟s Day cards and to Eleanor who is
running a half marathon for us! We can all do something to support.
Save the date! ‟The Big Picnic‟ is a one day event
taking place on the 8th August (Fete day). Our
campaign started in June, for 8 weeks. The thought
behind the „Big Picnic‟ is, if permitted we can
celebrate with our neighbours as a street party or
you can host a few friends in your garden wherever
that might be. Much like we saw on VE day, it is an
excuse to dress up your gardens and celebrate with
friends! Bunting and gazebos are available from the
Lye Field if required.
Look out for the Big Picnic Menus. We have teamed
up with local businesses to provide food for the big
day. More info can be found on the Fete facebook
page.
We are asking every household and organisation to get involved with this campaign
and to raise money through donations and sponsored events.
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Please share the link with friends and family, set yourself a challenge, set your mates
a challenge, get involved with one of the many activities we will be promoting over
the next 8 weeks or just donate whatever you can to the cause.
#thebigpicnicseend2020
#teamseend
#fundraisingforourcommunity
#seendfete2020
To stay in the loop, please sign up to our Facebook page @seendfete.
Warm regards
Seend Fete Committee 2020
SEEND VIRTUAL FLOWER SHOW 2020
The Virtual Flower Show is off to a great start. Thank you all you
rose growers for the photographs of your roses. They made a very
colourful and varied window display in the window of Post and
Provisions.
Since when we have also received photos on the themes of „the view from my
bunker‟ and „flowers in containers‟.
Please check into our web page www.seendflowershow.org.uk and our face book
page to look at the entries. Send your entries via email or messenger
seendflowershowentry@gmail.com . There will be a new photo category to enter
each week, and a submission date.
Arts and Crafts by 29th June. We want to see all your creativity, during lockdown
we are sure there has been time to knit, sew, crochet, paint and generally use those
crafting skills.
Baking- what epitomises an “English Afternoon Tea” July 6th.
A Tray bake- Fruit, vegetable or both? July 13th
Children’s creations during Covid19 ??? Any coronavirus inspired handicrafts
please. July 20th.
Pebble Path. We are hoping to create a pebble path for children to join in. Painting a
pebble with flowers or animals. We hope to create a pebble path /trail to display on
Fete / Flower show day. Contact Carole Vince 01380 828579 if you need pebbles to
paint. All pebbles to be returned by Saturday 4th July
Please share anything that lockdown has given you the time, and opportunity, to
make. Something you are pleased with. Although a village event the Flower Show
welcomes entries from surrounding areas.
Keep safe, get creative whilst saving lives.
Carole Vince
_____________________________________________________________________

STOP PRESS: Wiltshire Council’s ‘Fun in the Sun’ activities on the Lye Field
have been cancelled.
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VIRTUAL SEEND CLEEVE OPEN GARDENS
The biennial fund raising event for Seend Church, due to take place on Saturday 13 th
June was understandably cancelled. .
The pictures of some of the gardens that would have been opened, plus some others,
are now available on the Seend Website – www.seend.org.uk/picture_gallery.shtml.
A collection of photos curated by Sandie Lewis of Seend Cleeve, is included at
the end of this July edition.
Thanks and happy gardening.
Neil Yockney
______________________________________________
The following two items were received by the Parish Council for publication in the
parish magazine –
MESSAGE FROM WESSEX WATER
To whoever is responsible for maintaining the water supply within your premises or
the manager of the business.
The lockdown restrictions in place over the last couple of months has meant several
business premises have been forced to close which means water within the building
plumbing systems will have been left stagnant. This can cause the water quality to
deteriorate within the plumbing system in a number of ways:


Warming of water
 Growth of micro-organisms (e.g. bacteria, legionella)
 Increased leaching of metals found in plumbing (could cause discolouration)
 Taste and odour from prolonged contact with some plumbing materials
We would like to bring to your attention the steps that should be taken to remove any
stagnant water and renew your water supply before your workforce return to work
and use the water.
1. Identify all items that use water within the building (taps, showers, appliances,
toilets, urinals, drinks machines, bathrooms, etc) and any water storage (tanks and
cisterns). Anything storing water should be emptied and refilled first.
2. Then gently flush all cold-water outlets individually starting with the tap nearest to
where the water enters the building and move systematically to the most distant
outlet including flushing toilets. Flush until the water is cool to the touch or the
same temperature as the water closest to where it enters the building.
3. Minimise the potential of creating aerosols by flushing gently, removing aerators,
shower heads and any other tap inserts or attachments. Close toilet seat lids before
flushing.
4. If there are any outlets that require servicing or cleaning by an external contractor
(e.g. coffee machines, soft drinks machines) switch off the supply to them and do
not use until a contractor can visit.
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5. Ensure appliances are flushed and internal filters and softeners are checked to
ensure they are flushed and working correctly as outlined in manufacturer‟s
instructions.
6. Once the cold water has flushed through, repeat the process with the hot water
outlets.
If you have a water safety plan for the premises, this should include how to return the
building water system to normal following prolonged low/no use.
Complex systems involving chemical dosing systems (eg swimming pools and spa
pools) please enlist the services of a professional to service the system and return to
normal operation.
Please forward this information on to any other sites and premises you may manage
to help share this advice. For more information please see the links below:
Water UK - Recovering drinking water supplies in buildings and networks after
prolonged inactivity guidance document
https://www.water.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/WUK-briefing-note-onrecovering-drinking-water-supplies-in-buildings-and-networks.pdf
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) – Legionella and Legionnaires‟ disease
https://www.hse.gov.uk/legionnaires/index.htm
If you have any specific concerns or queries regarding your water quality or this
information, please reply to this email or email water.regulations@wessexwater.co.uk
If you have any other enquiries regarding billing or metering, please contact your
water retailer who provide your bill.
Wessex Water Regulations Team, Wessex Water, www.wessexwater.co.uk
DON’T DELAY SEEKING MEDICAL HELP BECAUSE OF
CORONAVIRUS

People living in Wiltshire are being advised not to let worries about
coronavirus stop them asking for medical help for themselves or their
children if they become ill, have a serious accident or hav e a concern about
their health. They are also being warned that not seeking medical help for
symptoms that could be the early warning signs of serious conditions such
as cancer could be putting lives at risk.
The warning comes as new data shows a considerable drop in the number of
people coming forward to ask their GP for help and advice during the
coronavirus outbreak. Recent statistics show that, in Bath alone, the total
number of weekly referrals from GPs to the Royal United Hospital have
fallen from around 2,000 at the beginning of March to 300 at the end of
April. In Swindon, the average number of patients being sent by their GP to
the Great Western Hospital for further investigations into symptoms that
suggest cancer each week has dropped by more than 200 to 80.
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Dr Ruth Grabham, Medical Director at BaNES, Swindon and Wiltshire
CCG, said the statistics made for worrying reading because the drop in
numbers “is not because people are not experiencing symptoms.”
“While it may seem that coronavirus has put a stop to most aspects of
everyday life, the one thing it hasn‟t stopped is what‟s going on inside our
bodies,” she says. “Now more than ever, we need to pay attention to
anything that isn‟t normal and seek help early on.
“For example, if you notice blood when going to the toilet, or if you‟ve
found a lump that wasn‟t there previously, or if you‟ve just noticed
something odd that is causing you to worry, you need to speak to your GP.
Should the symptom be the early warning sign of something serious like
cancer, that delay in seeking help could have serious implications for how
successful possible treatments may be.”
Although GP practices across the region have adopted new ways of
working, such as establishing isolated clinics for potential coronavirus
patients, the practices themselves are still open to offer care, treatment,
advice and peace-of-mind. The same also goes for emergency departments
at the three hospitals in Bath, Swindon and Salisbury, all of which continue
to be open 24 hours a day for people with a genuine and life -threatening
health concern.
Additionally, all healthcare facilities in the region, as well as thos e
elsewhere in the country, have put in place stringent infection control
measures to ensure that the risk of contracting coronavirus while visiting a
hospital or GP surgery remains low.
 Details of which services continue to open, as well as how to get in contact,
can be found online by visiting www.bswccg.nhs.uk
 For information about local hospital services visit https://www.ruh.nhs.uk/,
www.gwh.nhs.uk or www.salisbury.nhs.uk
 Further information on how to stay well throughout the coronavirus outbreak
can be found at www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19.
Dom Hall
Communications & Engagement Specialist – Strategic Projects
NHS Bath and North East Somerset,
Swindon and Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group

SEEND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP
July 2020 Update
We are still amending our Regulation 14 document as I write, but the NDP will be
ready to be checked by the PC mid-July and then voted on at their next meeting.
Once approved it is ready to submit to Wiltshire Council (Regulation 15), who will
hold a Regulation 16 consultation. There is another 6-week minimum period of
consultation. The Plan will be examined and a report issued setting out whether the
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Plan meets the basic conditions. If any modifications are needed they will be made
before proceeding to referendum.
The final stage of the Neighbourhood Plan creation will be the referendum. There are
some important changes to neighbourhood planning (from 7th April) in response to
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that have implications for the timetable of
the full „adoption‟ or making of the Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Development
Plan for Wiltshire.
Regulations linked to the Coronavirus Act 2020 mean that no elections or
referendums can take place until 6 May 20211. This includes Neighbourhood Plan
Referendums. However, linked to this, current planning guidance has been updated to
set out that Neighbourhood Plans awaiting referendums can be given significant
weight in decision-making.
That final stage still feels a long way off, especially now that no referendum will be
held before 6th May 2021. But we need to keep the pressure up so that we get an early
place in the queue….!
You might be interested to look at the Melksham Town Council and Melksham
Without Parish Council DRAFT Neighbourhood Plan, which has reached its
Regulation 14 stage. You can view it online (www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org)
until 13th July by which time any comments you wish to make should have been
lodged.
Carola Thorpe on behalf of the S.P.N.P. Steering Group
1

These provisions will be kept under review and may be amended or revoked in response to
changing circumstances.
______________________________________________________________________________

CHURCH AND CHAPEL NEWS
Dear Friends,
Many of us have been looking forward to the time when our church
buildings can re-open. We are in no doubt but that there are those who
would like to visit, as they have done in the past, for prayer and spiritual
reflection – many who would appreciate the opportunity during the present
concerns and worries.
The Government has now announced that church buildings can re-open for private
individual prayer from Monday 15th June. Doing so is something which must be
planned carefully to maintain the safety and well-being of all concerned, and so
should be undertaken with care when and if all reasonable care is in place.
The Church of England has published guidance about how to prepare church
buildings for re-opening and the social distancing measures which will be needed. It
is available on the Church of England website and is frequently updated to take
account of changing advice and scientific guidance.
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The opening of any church will be undertaken with prayerful consideration and by
agreement between PCC and incumbent and after a careful risk assessment.
Within the Wellsprings Benefice Community we are conscious of the need to balance
our desire to make our buildings available for all, with the need to provide facilities
which offer all reasonable protection to those who visit and those who care for them.
For this reason we will be considering the steps we should take very carefully. We do
not envisage opening any of our churches during the month of June as we undertake
these considerations and preparations.
When we are confident we can open all/any of our church buildings we will ensure
that this is communicated widely and people are aware of the steps taken to promote
the safe and enjoyable usage of the churches.
Although our buildings are closed we continue to worship and meet together online.
For details of all our services please visit our website
https://www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk/ for further information.
In the meantime if you would like us to pray for you, or someone to talk to about
anything, please do not hesitate to contact members of our ministry team.
With thoughts and continued prayers Rev Ali
Jesus is alive, and he is building his church (Matt. 16:18).
The Church of England has launched a free phone line
of hymns, prayers and reflections. If you have friends,
relatives or neighbours who aren't on the internet, do let
them know about this special service.
Ali Bridewell
Hello Wellsprings!
It‟s Adrian your new curate here. I have to let on that there‟s a few „I can‟t quite
believe it‟ moments going on in my life right now. Not the pessimistic Victor
Meldrew kind, more the amazed, I can‟t believe it‟s not butter kind.
I can‟t quite believe that I‟m writing this with only a few weeks to go before I join
you and I can‟t quite believe that I‟ve only got one assignment left to complete after
three years of training. I also can‟t quite believe that I have been blessed with the
opportunity to come and work with you all in Wellsprings and to understand all that
God is doing already and how I can help out.
As much as I‟ve been through training over the past three years, I am in no way a
finished article, in fact far from it. My time with you as a curate is just another stage
of my training. I am also a relative newcomer to the Church of England, having been
raised as a Roman Catholic. I‟ve also spent most of my life working in industry, so
please bear with me should I be a bit rough around the edges at times.
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Both my wife, Katie, and I were expecting to move out of this area that we have lived
in for over 25 years, but due to some divine interference with HQ‟s admin, we find
ourselves staying here for another three to four years. We love the area so feel doubly
blessed by this too.
As you can tell, I am married to Katie. Katie trained as a nurse and now works in
health care in Devizes. We have four „kids‟ aged 26 to 18 in boy, girl, boy, girl order.
Between them they do clever science, nursing, engineering and animal care. I have
had a varied career up until now having worked in the defence electronics, mobile,
banking and the transport sectors. I am not sure how any of this will apply in my
curacy; we‟ll have to just wait and see!
In my spare time I work with a small charity, called Projects Delivering Hope, that
runs short-term projects with a long-term benefit for the people of South Sudan. I
have had the great privilege of travelling to that part of the world over the past few
years and in doing so, made some life-long friends in the process. If I‟m not doing
that then I can often be found underneath my old Land Rover, reattaching some part
that has fallen off again.
My journey to ordination hasn‟t been straightforward. It took quite a few Godly
nudges from various people for me to finally get the hint that I should take a closer
look. It‟s thanks to them and their nudges that has led me to this point.
I am looking forward to hopefully meeting you all in person over the coming months.
In the meantime, I send you all my best wishes and prayers for your health and
wellbeing.
Adrian Burholt
_________________________________________________________________

BULKINGTON NEWS
Come on Bulkington – something must have happened in the last month!
The Mobile Library is currently not running, but please check
@WiltshireMobileLibraries (Facebook) or @WiltsLibraries (Twitter) for updates.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
There is little to report on this month for most organisations, but see the inside back
cover for contact information for when things are happening again and you want to
join in.
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Sadly the Drumhead Service to be held on Sunday June 28th has been
cancelled in view of current events.
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SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE
What a difference a month makes – well actually not so much for Clubs
and other hospitality venues! Your health is of course our priority and
sadly we must remain closed at the present time. As soon as it is safe
for us to open and welcome back all our Members and visitors, you
may be assured we shall do so.
Meanwhile, we have been discussing some ideas for the coming months
and as we know how much you all enjoy the summer breakfasts, we are
trying to find a way to offer a limited “take-away” service on August
Saturday mornings.
The Committee have also been putting their thinking caps on to consider ways
in which we might contribute to the Village fund-raising ventures this
summer, including the Big Picnic event which is replacing the Village Fete.
We are looking at ways to offer a bar service to complement the delicious
picnics you‟ll all be preparing at home!
We are also hoping that there will be some musical entertainment from
Victoria Bolley, our talented local songstress. Many of you will already
know Victoria who has entertained us at the Centre before and raised
lots of money for Children in Need in the past. In “normal times” Victoria runs a
successful Children‟s Choir at the Centre.
We hope that by next month, there will be better news all round and we shall
be able to confirm some more definite plans. Please keep an eye on our
Facebook Page (and also the Village Facebook Page) for any announcements.
Our website (detailed below) has lots of information on the Centre, Members Club
and our usual range of activities including hosting celebrations and weddings.
We look forward to seeing you all again soon!
www.seendcommunitycentre.com
SEEND WINE CIRCLE
Virtual Wine Circle for the Village Fund-raising Campaign
The Community Centre is keen to support the village fund-raising
campaign and we've got together with the Wine Circle team to hold a
virtual wine tasting event on the 27th June - a "lockdown alternative" to
the usual wine circle meeting. Everyone will be able to get together online
and drink some wine, whilst raising money for the village.
 Tickets will be £15 each.
 One ticket will buy you a single bottle of white wine, a unique login to the
Zoom event plus a free Daily Drinker corkscrew.
 50% of all ticket sales will be donated to the village fundraising.
 Your bottle will be delivered FREE to ticket-holders in Seend and surrounding
villages.
(We can deliver elsewhere in the UK for an additional £7.50 delivery charge.)
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Resident wine merchant, Caspar Bowes, will host the event; he will show us all
how to taste wine, tell us about the wine itself, and taste the wine with us.
If one bottle is not enough, you are welcome to purchase additional bottles at
the retail price of £12 which will be delivered at the same time as your tasting
bottle.
There will be plenty of opportunities to ask questions.
The event will last for approximately one hour.
It will be a jolly social occasion for all of us who are a bit bored of drinking
alone!

To get your ticket, please email victoria@thedailydrinker.co.uk by Wednesday 24th
June. Victoria will then arrange to take the payment, deliver your bottle and send
your login for the event.
Grateful thanks to The Daily Drinker for making all of this possible and giving so
much of their time and expertise to such a worthy cause.

SEEND WI
Summer is in full bloom and the gardens are awash with
butterflies, bees and other insects which is very uplifting in
these troubled times.
Whilst we are not able to have meetings in the normal way,
the National Federation of Women‟s Institutes is holding a series of lectures and
demonstrations on line, in which members are encouraged to participate. Seend WI
continues to send out occasional newsletters to members, with quizzes, photographs
and items of interest.
Weather and lockdown rules permitting, it has been proposed that WI members meet
on the Lye Field on 12th August at 3.00 pm for an afternoon picnic. Members should
bring their own chairs and picnic. It will be a lovely way of keeping in touch.
Despite the lockdown, a full programme has been prepared for 2020/21 for when we
are able to resume meetings. If you are not currently a member of WI but are
interested in finding out more, do contact us and we shall be pleased to share our
future plans with you. Non members are always welcome and can attend one meeting
without any obligation to join.
In normal times all meetings take place in the Pavilion, Rusty Lane, Seend at 7.30
p.m. on the second Wednesday of the month unless otherwise notified. For more
information, please contact Joyce Harvey on 01380 828511 or check
www.seendwi.weebly.com
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100+ CLUB DRAW
The Lye Field 100+ Club draw for May
£30.00
No.76
P England
£25.00
No.6
C Springate
£20.00
No.63
K Williams
£15.00
No 17
M Park
£10.00
No.103
C Bowes
£10.00
No 110
A Newman
Congratulations to all the winners.
Remember, you have to be in it to win it! Contact me if you want to join in the fun
and help to raise money for the Lye Field at the same time.
Alison Bottomley, Seend Lye Field Committee

SEEND SCHOOL
Hello and Goodbye
There are going to be some significant changes taking place at Seend School this
summer.
We are going to be very sad to say goodbye to our Headteacher Jackie Chalk who is
retiring after 10 amazing years at the school. She has been a fantastic Head and the
school has improved in so many ways during her time with us. The whole school
community will be left with many happy memories.
We all wish her well in her retirement.
Seend School is part of The White Horse Federation. The Trust has appointed Mrs
Candida Hutchinson to be the new Headteacher from September, she will also be the
Head of St Georges Semington. Staff, children, parents, and Governors are all
looking forward to welcoming Candida in September.
Fiona Johnson
Chair of Governors Seend School

School has re-opened and this week we had 39 children attending,
which is about 1/3 of the school. It is a lot quieter than normal and the
rooms all look different but it is good to have the sound of children,
once more around the school.
Home learning continues and we try to also make sure those
important events that are unable to take place, are not missed entirely.
The year 5 and 6 children who weren‟t able to go on their residential, had challenges
set during that week, like building a model raft, and making a sail boat. Some sports
day challenges were set for at home too and we enjoyed seeing the photographs of
some creative races that took place in people‟s gardens.
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This term marks my last term at Seend School as I take early retirement. It has been
the weirdest time in my career but one in which I have seen the whole school
community pulling together and proves to me what a great place Seend School and
village is. I shall miss everyone hugely, but hope our paths will cross in the future.
Thank you for all the support from the village over the 10 years I have been head
Teacher.
Stay safe, Jackie Chalk
Message from Candida Hutchinson
I have been teaching for over 25 years having started my career in Bristol. I have
taught most year groups in my time and have a passion for Early Years, Infants, the
creative arts and children with additional needs, be they learning or social and
emotional needs. I have led many areas within the schools I have worked in including
maths, assessment, Special Educational Needs and supporting children with English
as an Additional Language.
My leadership roles with The White Horse Federation in all four of its hub regions
have included being an Assistant Head, Deputy Head, Principal of a brand new
school and of an established Diocese school in an area of challenge. More recently I
have worked within the primary school improvement team supporting new leaders,
newly qualified teachers, curriculum development and Early Years development.
I am married to a policeman, Stephen, and we have two gorgeous daughters who are
20 and 16 and obviously love having a policeman and a headteacher for parents! As a
family we enjoy camping and many sports with varying degrees of skill!
I am really looking forward to joining the Seend community in September. I have
already met many of the staff and been able to connect with some of the families
through the facebook home learning page. I have already been made very welcome
by the school community and look forward to continuing the great work and high
expectations that Jackie has set for me!
SEEND PLAYGROUP
Playgroup is re-opening on July 2nd for three weeks before closing
again for the summer holiday. There will be more news from Rose
in the August/September issue.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
May Parish Council Meeting – this was again held using ZOOM.
To see the draft minutes, please go to the Parish Council website:
www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk
High Street Resurfacing – this has now been completed with the final top coat of
lock chip which has sealed in all the loose chippings. The lines have been re-painted
and the high friction surface for the church crossing point will be done shortly.
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Walnut Tree in the Lye - 20/03504/DDD This application was submitted and
approved on the same day, 27th April 2020. There was no duty on the part of
Wiltshire Council to notify the parish council. It is simply a notice of intent to
remove a dead or diseased tree. Photos had been sent of this particular tree to
Wiltshire Council, presumably by Aster, showing that the tree was diseased and
could fall at any time. The tree was felled on 26th May. There is a condition on the
decision that a new tree must be planted in its place.
Rights of Way maintenance work: There has been no footpath clearance work
during the lockdown period, and many of our local paths are now becoming
somewhat overgrown. Unfortunately, the latest advice from Wiltshire Council is that
this voluntary work should not yet be resumed. They have made their decision based
on government guidance and what health professionals are advising. They will let us
know as soon as this advice changes. I know our local footpath volunteers are
chomping at the bits to get started again, but we have follow the guidelines.
Melksham Neighbourhood Plan – Formal Notice of Consultation. The
Melksham Neighbourhood Plan will be out for Regulation 14 Consultation from
Monday 1st June 2020 until 13th July 2020. The draft plan and comments form are
available for inspection online at www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org
Date of Next PC meeting is 30th June. At the time of writing, this is again likely to
be a virtual meeting using ZOOM. Anyone interested in listening in should contact
the Clerk.
Wiltshire Council News:
Parking Charges – Wiltshire Council has re-introduced car parking charges for all
their car parks in the county from 1st June. It is still free for NHS and care workers.
Household Recycling Centres –Online bookings have opened for trips to household
recycling centres (HRCs), so people can now book a visit to any of Wiltshire's 10
HRCs, up to three days in advance. There is an online booking only system. People
can only visit a HRC with a pre-booked slot; anyone who turns up without a booking
will not be allowed to access the site. Staff on the gate will check registration
numbers against a list of bookings.
COVID-19 – Regional testing sites - Drive-through coronavirus testing facilities are
now open at the Beehive Park & Ride, Salisbury and the Wroughton Park & Ride,
Swindon. Anyone experiencing a new, continuous cough, a high temperature, or a
loss of or change in their normal sense of smell or taste, can book an appointment on
the NHS website to be tested for whether they currently have coronavirus. Essential
workers can book a test on the GOV.UK essential worker self-referral portal.
To book a test: NHS test booking route: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
 Those unable to access the internet can call 119 in England and Wales or 0300 303
2713 in Scotland and Northern Ireland to book a test.
 GOV.UK essential worker test portal: https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-testessential-workers
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Wiltshire Well-being Hub – The Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub is available to anyone
struggling during this difficult time, such as people who are shielding or self-isolating
and don't have a support network around them or know where to get help. The team
can help provide support but also signpost people to where additional help is
available in their local area – with hundreds of community groups across the county
providing invaluable assistance. Opening times - Monday to Friday 9am-6pm and
Saturday 10am-4pm. Tel: 0300 003 4576 or Email: wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk
NEWS FROM OUR WILTSHIRE COUNCILLOR
COVID continues to dominate but we are learning to live with the restrictions on our
daily lives. We are lucky that here in Wiltshire the number of cases has been
mercifully low but every death from any cause, including COVID, remains a personal
and family tragedy. Many of us are lucky that we have been able to enjoy the readily
accessible stunning Wiltshire countryside and also enjoy our gardens - which have
never looked better with all the extra care and attention that they have been getting.
Another lesson that learnt during the pandemic is that we do not have to travel to
meet face to face for meetings. Many people who would have been unsure about
conducting a virtual meeting have rapidly mastered the mysteries of Zoom and
Teams. The first few Zoom Parish council meetings that I attended would not have
been able to fit the members of the public in virtual attendance into their usual
meeting rooms. It is good to see this new found interest in local democracy. Virtual
meetings may well be something to consider again when the nights draw in and the
weather worsens and people are much more likely to attend a virtual rather than a
physical meeting on a cold, dark and wet winter‟s night.
Wiltshire Council has also held its first virtual Council meeting and this worked well
apart from the failure of the electronic voting method. Melksham Area Board
community meetings have been well attended and we are also holding virtual Area
Planning Meetings. However the news from the Council is very gloomy in financial
terms. Like central government, local government spending to look after people and
services during the pandemic has been high. Sadly we will see the stark effects of this
high spending on services during the coming months and years. Changes and
efficiencies are being made but inevitably there will have to be cuts to services in the
medium term.
Changes have also been made to democratic representation and elections. My own
Police and Crime Commissioner election has been postponed until May next year but
I remain determined to fight that election. Government has also legislated against any
other elections or by-elections before May 2021 and this includes both Wiltshire
Council and Parish Council vacancies. Parish Councils can however co-opt for a
vacancy - provided residents do not call for a by-election!
Jonathon Seed, 07770 774463
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BITS AND BOBS
PERSONAL ADS
You can advertise non-commercial items for sale, wanted etc here for just £2. Please
leave the money for Spotlight in Seend Post & Provisions or deliver to 6 New
Buildings, Seend Cleeve. Thank you.
HOLIDAY CARAVAN IN SWANAGE
A 4/6 berth immaculate, and well equipped static caravan sited at Swanage Bay View
Holiday Park is available for hire. It has 2 bedrooms, a sunny West facing deck, with
hill and bay views, parking for two cars, and is situated in a quiet cut-de-sac within
the Park, which has a cafe, bar, gym and pool. This, together with easy access to the
beach, heritage railway and surrounding countryside makes this a great base to
explore the Isle of Purbeck. The caravan can be hired for full weeks or short breaks at
competitive rates, For further details please contact Anne Ewing on 828557 or 07881
444787, or check out ukcaravans4hire.com, reference 9850.

SUMMER VISITORS
House Martins: These lovely migrant birds fly from Africa to nest in the British Isles,
many in our area. They spend a long time making their mud nests under the eaves of
houses. Please be tolerant of their building habits. The birds do not cause too much
mess and they become distressed if all their hard work is destroyed. If house martins
cannot raise their broods, yet another species will be endangered.
Swallows: These beautiful birds always return to their old nest sites, so please ensure
access to them. If, for reasons of security, access has to be shut, swallows will fly
through small openings in order to reach their traditional nesting sites.
Swifts: Their nesting sites, some of which are centuries old, are fast disappearing.
They require an access tunnel of at least 18” long with a small entrance hole; please
don‟t block them off. Swifts are believed to spend as much as nine months a year on
the wing, and they are known to nap whilst flying. Swift sightings can be reported to
Bradford-on-Avon Swift Group at climatechampions@gmail.com, or www.swiftconservation.org.
Note: These birds are, of course, protected species – it is an offence to disturb or
destroy their nest sites and environments. Should you require any advice about these
birds, or how to obtain artificial nesting
boxes, and how to erect them, please
contact Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Tel:
01380 725670.
Should you come across an injured bird
and require advice, please contact
Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital, tel: 07850
778752 .
Otis Tarda
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NATURE NOTES
This might cheer us up - sung to the hymn tune of „All Things Bright and Beautiful‟:
The Gardeners’ Hymn
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.
But what we never mention, though gardeners know it‟s true,
Is when He made the goodies, He made the baddies too.
All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,
All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.
The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas
Manure that fills our noses
He also gave us these.
The fungus on the goosegogs, the club root on the greens
The slugs that eat the lettuce, and chew the aubergines.
The drought that kills the fuchsias, the frost that nips the buds,
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that kills the spuds.
The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds,
The pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds.
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums
How black the gardeners‟ outlook, though green may be his thumbs.
But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables and flowers,
And pray what hits our neighbour, will somehow bypass ours.
All things bright and beautiful ….attributed to an Unknown Gardener/Anon
Caveat – Pesticides!
1. Please try to avoid using slug pellets, as they are certain death to garden birds,
especially song thrushes, blackbirds and robins, and also to mammals such as
hedgehogs. There is an effective biological slug killer on the market, harmless
to birds and mammals, and of course there are the traditional control methods
of using eggshells or cinders around your susceptible flowers and veg
plots. An upturned half grapefruit skin, once it has been enjoyed for breakfast,
is an absolute magnet for slugs – beer traps also work well.
2. Please avoid using chemical pesticides in the garden, as birds, especially at
nesting time, collect the insects, grubs and caterpillars for their
nestlings. Also don‟t forget that chemicals are lethal to bees and moths as
well, which we are being encouraged to nurture in our gardens, (as recently
emphasised by Prince Charles and David Attenborough – Nurture
Nature). Some of you might remember that we had National Bee Day in May,
and. in June we had British Garden Flowers Week. You can always put a
solution of washing up liquid in a spray bottle and squirt it on infestations, an
old remedy which is most effective and also cheap.
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THE ARTS SOCIETY NORTH WILTSHIRE
Our meetings in Melksham Assembly Hall have had to cease for the moment due to
CV19. However our members have been able to have access to lectures on line via
Zoom. Our next one is on July 1st entitled Turner v Constable: the Great British
Paint Off! Members are contacted via email for details regarding how to connect.
We plan to continue to have online lectures October, November and December.
Members also have access to more art based talks through
www.connected.theartssociety.org. Our committee will continue to monitor the
situation and we will resume our more social meetings as soon as the situation allows,
hopefully in January. For more details please visit: http://tasnorthwilts.org.uk

And (almost) finally…….
The Egyptian Government has asked the city's taxi drivers to drive
around Cairo sounding their car horns.
It is hoped that the familiar sounds of the city will induce a return to
tranquillity and normality following the recent pandemic.
Operation Toot 'n Calm 'Em will last for the rest of the week.

Now enjoy two pages of glorious photos!
Thanks to those Seend Cleeve gardeners who sent them in.
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Virtual Seend Cleeve
Open Gardens
(More photos on
seend.org.uk
picture gallery)
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USEFUL CONTACTS: Please tell Spotlight if your group’s contact details change
Church: Revd Ali Bridewell. 01380 739064. Revd Joshva John, 01380 828137. Benefice
Administrator: Sarah Leckie 07938 270815. Churchwardens: Seend: Len Murray, 828513, Mrs
Tina Yockney 827139; Bulkington: Mrs Liz Futter 828485, Mike Rose 01380 871665; LPAs:
Jane Goman 827121, Liz Futter 828485, Rosie Forsey 828843, Len Murray 828513, Sue Noad
870343, Sue Rose 871665, Hilary Hutchings 828129, Tina Yockney 827139.
Bell Tower Captain: L Murray 828513.
Irene Usher Memorial Pavilion bookings – www.seendlyefield.org/bookings.html or 828970
Bulkington Village Hall - Nev Boulton 828101 or Roger Futter 828485
Seend Community Centre - 828796. Bookings: 07703 814111. Seendcommunitycentre.com
Seend Shuttle: Enquiries: seendshuttle@gmail.com or Alison 07951 030491
Seend Parish Council Clerk – Mrs Sue Bond 07706 850859 www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk
Seend’s Wiltshire Councillor - Jonathon Seed 01380 850695 jonathon.seed@wiltshire.gov.uk
Seend Village Website: www.seend.org.uk – webmaster Neil Yockney 827139.
Seend School – 828334 Seend Fund: 01380 828757
Bulkington Website: www.bulkington.org.uk
Rights of Way Warden – Paul Millard, 01225 712821
Melksham Area Board – 07917 721371
Police: PCSO 6039 Janet GOULD - Mobile 07471029772 –janet.gould@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
MP: Danny Kruger -email:danny.kruger.mp@parliament.UK Devizes Office 01380 729358
100+Club Draw – Alison Bottomley - avbottomley@yahoo.co.uk
Book Clubs - the original: Sylvia Ewin 828325 - the other: Frank Teasdale 828617(+ Brewery)
Bouncy Club – Rebecca De Voogd 07840 382351
Cricket Club – Brian Hunt 828581
Fawlty Players Panto Group - Tessa Doe 828617& find Seend Village Pantomime on facebook
Fete – Liam Bergin – liam@thirdberg.com or 07738 269739
Flower Show –Carole Vince 828579
Football – Trevor Vowles
FoSS (Friends of Seend School) Peter Kay, friendsofseendschool@gmail.com
Historic Houses Club - Mary Warren 01225707357 or Neil Yockney 827139
LINK Scheme - 075320 55560
Lye Field Committee – www.seendlyefield.org
Neighbourhood Watch - Brian Hunt (Seend) 828581; Cavan Moroney (Sells Green) 828606;
Owen Burton (Seend Cleeve) 828820; John Scott (Bulkington) 828026.
Preschool - Rose Dick (Playleader) 828003
Poetry Group - Tessa Doe 828617
Ramblers - Sandy James 01380 739235
Royal British Legion – Jenny Phillips 828822
Seend CLT – www.seend clt.org info@seendclt.org
Seend Singers - Bob McCulloch 828508
Short Mat Bowls Club - Colin Waldeck 828946
Table tennis – Chris Brooker, 828047
Tennis Club – Liam Bergin 07738 269739
Theatre Club - Sylvia Ewin 828325; Marion Whitehead 828612
WEA/Day Schools – Tessa Doe 828617
Wheelchairs to borrow - Sue and Graham Jones in Seend Cleeve, tel: 01380 828354
WI - Fiona Johnson on 828401 and Joyce Harvey 828511
Wine Circle – Steve Parsons 07974 347487 or Simon McManus 07896 711764

23

POST & PROVISIONS
www.postandprovisions.com
01380 828250

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES
FRESH FRUIT, FLOWERS
& VEGETABLES including Veg Boxes
WINES BEERS & SPIRITS
GROCERIES
THE HEALTH LOTTERY
POSTCARDS & STATIONERY
COFFEE & HOT SNACKS
GARDEN PLANTS (If closed, post cash through letterbox or
pay by BACS: J P McCormack, 40-19-16; 81508148)
Opening hours:
Shop
Monday to Saturday - 8am to 5 pm
Sunday - 9am to 10.30am
Post Office
Monday to Friday - 9am to 1 pm
Free delivery within Seend area on orders over £20.00
Call 01380 828888
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