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DIARY DATES FOR LATE MARCH 2020
28th
30th

31st
31st

Deadline for comments on Seend Parish Neighbourhood Plan
Mobile Library; 9.40 am Seend The Lye: 10.05 am Seend Cleeve phone box:
11.05 am Well Inn car park(dates/times correct at time of going to press but please
check @WiltshireMobileLibraries (Facebook) or @WiltsLibraries (Twitter) for latest
updates)
Seend Parish Council meeting, upstairs in Community Centre, 7.30pm
Seend Club subscription renewals due

DIARY DATES FOR APRIL 2020
1st
1st
3rd
3rd
5th
13th
14th
15th
16th
18th
18th
19th
22nd
25th
27th

28th
29th
31st

Seend Shuttle Shopping Trip to Salisbury CANCELLED
Bulkington Village Lunch, Well Inn – pub closed so presumably CANCELLED
First Friday Coffee Morning CANCELLED
Seend Playgroup Easter Bonnet parade and coffee morning
Drop-off toys and clothes only for Seend Fete, Pavilion, 10 am to 12 noon
Great Bulkington Railway CANCELLED
CLT Meeting, The Pavilion, 6.30 pm for 7 pm
Seend Link AGM, Pavilion, 7.30pm
Seend WI Craft Afternoon CANCELLED
Wine Circle CANCELLED
LAST DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR MAY’S SPOTLIGHT
Seend and District Ramblers morning walk
Nosh & Natter Lunch Club CANCELLED
RBL St George‟s Day supper CANCELLED
Mobile Library; 9.40 am Seend The Lye: 10.05 am Seend Cleeve phone box:
11.05 am Well Inn car park (dates/times correct at time of going to press but please
check @WiltshireMobileLibraries (Facebook) or @WiltsLibraries (Twitter) for latest
updates)
Seend Parish Council meeting, upstairs in Community Centre, 7.30pm
Brewery Inn Quiz CANCELLED
Seend Parish Council meeting, upstairs in Community Centre, 7.30pm

Please check with organisers if other events have been cancelled.
Newcomer to Seend or Bulkington?
Visit www.seend.org.uk, www.bulkington.org.uk and the Spotlight, Seend Community
Centre and Seend Village Group facebook pages.

N.B. This edition of Spotlight – and probably a few future editions - will only
appear online due to difficulties in finding people to print and distribute copies.
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Welcome to April Spotlight…… .
We are living through difficult times. As we go to press, we have heard
of the following events being postponed or cancelled due to the
coronavirus: Great Bulkington Railway postponed, Seend Cleeve Open
Gardens cancelled, RBL St George‟s Day dinner cancelled, First Friday Coffee,
Salisbury Shuttle trip and Nosh and Natter lunch club cancelled, Seend Beer Festival
postponed, we hope, until late summer/autumn, all church services cancelled
(although the churches will remain open), Bulkington Ladies‟ Group and Good
Friday children‟s workshops cancelled and WI meetings suspended and, of course,
schools closed. Several musical events in nearby towns and villages usually listed in
„Bits and Bobs‟ have also been cancelled or postponed, and we recommend you
check before trying to attend any other events scheduled. As far as we know Easter
itself cannot be cancelled, so eat lots of chocolate to cheer yourselves up!
Perhaps if organisers having to cancel or postpone other events can let us know we
can put notices on the Spotlight facebook page in addition to whatever other publicity
is being used to spread the word?
There is information on p.5 about Wiltshire Council and Melksham assistance with
coronavirus, but there is also plenty of local activity going on with individuals
offering to help neighbours. Seend Village Group facebook page is always a useful
source of information and contacts. It‟s also a great time waster if you‟re bored by
self-isolation! Meanwhile the Church is working on a „Buddy‟ system, and Seend
Post &Provisions is offering free delivery in Seend for orders of over £20.
Spotlight Contacts: Contributions for the May 2020 edition (copy by Saturday 18th
April please) can be emailed to spotlight@seend.org.uk or delivered to Seend Post &
Provisions. Editors: Tessa Doe (01380 828617) and Sue Isaac (828461). Please note
that you should always send emailed items to the Spotlight address, not to Sue or
Tessa – even if they have emailed you from their own email address – just in case
they are not around. Joanna Goddard (828488) organises printing Mondays and also
types up the items left at Seend PO. Fiona Johnson is the contact for delivery
(828401) and Chris Brooker (828047) for advertising. Volunteer printers or deliverers
can contact Joanna or Fiona.
Lost emails: Emails to Spotlight sometimes go astray for no obvious reason. If email
correspondents don‟t receive an acknowledgement by the end of the Monday after the
Spotlight deadline, please ring Tessa or Sue (see above) to check if all is well. And
please note the following. When sending emails to spotlight@seend.org.uk please
include the word SPOTLIGHT in uppercase as the first word of the Subject. This
will help the editorial team sifting through all the messages stopped by the SPAM
filter, which sometimes include genuine messages for SPOTLIGHT.
PDFs: We cannot normally use PDF or jpg files of posters etc as they require a
specific shape and space. Word documents (or compatible) – without any fancy
formatting - give us the flexibility to adapt your wording and pictures to fit the space
available. Thanks.
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SEEND EVENTS IN APRIL AND BEYOND
(for Bulkington events see pages 10-11)

APRIL IN SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE
First Friday Coffee Morning – cancelled
Nosh and Natter Lunch Club – cancelled
Beer Festival – postponed. If you have already bought tickets you will be given the
option of using them for the rescheduled date, whenever that may be, or you can
return your tickets to claim a refund. Watch out for info on seendbeerfestival.co.uk
and facebook.
Singles Skittles competition – cancelled, as are league matches
Some good news - ABBA tribute band is re-scheduled for December 5th!
Memberships: Seend Club memberships for 2020 are now due. Full
membership is £12, seniors £10.50.
The Centre's members are vital to the continued prosperity and viability of this key
village asset. Like so many other organisations and businesses, we are experiencing a
high number of booking cancellations and ongoing loss of revenue as the bar has had
to close. We should like to thank everyone for their continued support of the Centre
during these difficult times.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND VILLAGE INFORMATION
(Please let us know of any births, marriages, deaths, special birthdays,
thanks, useful information etc that you would like to see included here.)
THANK YOU
My husband and I would like to thank Robin and Anita Heatley for all their hard
work in the fantastic fundraising event they organised for our grandson Dan
Williams.
The support from the village, friends and family was overwhelming. It was a fantastic
evening.
Thank you all, Pat & Celia Williams
SEEND POSTCARDS
Copies of a collection of postcards amassed by the late John Jenkins and Stephen
Nunn of Seend Cleeve can be viewed in the Picture Gallery on the Seend website
(seend.org.uk). It‟s a work in progress, as webmaster Neil Yockney is preparing
captions describing where the photographs were taken. If you can help him identify
some of the more obscure ones he would love to hear from you!
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SEEND CLEEVE OPEN GARDENS 13th JUNE
Regretfully we have decided to cancel this event.
Thanks to those of you who kindly agreed to participate.
SEEND LYE FIELD – RIGHT OF WAY DISPUTE.
Further to my recent update in the February issue of Spotlight, as part of our ongoing
defence and with the help of the Seend Trust, we have provided Mr MacDonald (and
his family) a “right of way” over the bridle path to the north of Rusty Lane. However,
to comply with Charities Commission rules, we have to locally advertise the granting
of this Deed of the Easement. Please see the required statement below.
This is only relevant as part of the on-going legal action with Mr MacDonald.
Ric Ellinger
“Public Notice given pursuant to the Charities Act 2011
The Trustees of the Seend Trust (a registered charity number 269973) (“First
Grantor”) as owners of The Seend Club and Community Centre comprised in Title
number WT178893 and the land to the north thereof, comprised in Title number
WT11776; and the Trustees of the Seend Lye Recreation Field (a registered charity
number 305565) owners of The Lye Field Title number WT440144 and as owners of
the tennis courts to the north thereof (“Second Grantor”) propose to enter into a Deed
of Easement to confer upon Mr John MacDonald and Mrs Sarah MacDonald and
Andrew John MacDonald the registered proprietors of Title number WT127633
(“First Grantee”) and also upon Mr Simon McManus and Mrs Joanne McManus
registered proprietors of Title number WT284895 (“Second Grantees”) a right of way
for all purposes connected with the use and enjoyment of the aforementioned Titles
belonging to the First and Second Grantees with or without vehicles and agricultural
implements as a means of access therefrom to the highway currently known as the
A361.”
Seend Community Link Scheme
Trouble getting out and about? We can help with transport.
Link is a team of volunteers who assist residents in the area who
are elderly or incapacitated and are unable to use public transport.
During this uncertain time we need more volunteer drivers as our capacity is likely
to be stretched to its limit.
For more information or to join us as a volunteer driver please get in touch.
Telephone 07532 055560
www.seend.org.uk/seend_link
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SEEND VILLAGE FETE 2020
A big thank you to all those who donated to our „drop off‟
morning in the Pavilion on 1st March. We were thrilled (bordering on overwhelmed)
with the amount of items given to the TOY stall! For those still wanting to donate,
you have another opportunity to do so on 5th April, between 10am and 12 noon.
A notice of house-keeping: we are requesting that all items donated are washed and
bagged ready to be sold on the day. All items sold on Fete managed stalls (such as the
toy stall and white elephant), will need to be „hygienically‟ clean. We are also
requesting that only complete (i.e. not broken) items are gifted.
The planning is in full swing and the time has come once again, to ask you for your
thoughts. We are keen to evolve the Fete and we would like your ideas please. Please
drop us an email, write on our facebook wall or pop a note into the village shop for
the attention of Liam Bergin. Tell us what you would like to see more of and we‟ll try
our best to incorporate suggestions being made.
We are looking for support from our local businesses to sponsor the Fete. Whether
your business is small or large, we want to champion and celebrate you. Business
donations contribute massively to help the village meet its fundraising targets.
And… As always we’re always in need for volunteers to help with the event planning
and fundraising. Please do get in touch with Liam Bergin (07738 269 739). Note to
all: we are (still) a committee of only four persons and would love some help
planning this fantastic village event.
To stay in the loop, please sign up to our Facebook page @seendfete or alternatively
check out our website seendfete.co.uk.
Seend Fete Committee 2020
RECYCLING FOR WILTSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE
By recycling crisp packets, this very worthy cause have managed to enhance their
bank account by around £12,000 in the last six months.
If you save your crisp packets, which becomes a habit like all our recycling, you can
either drop them by my door, or if you have a lot I will collect them. You can contact
me, Pat Tucker on 01380 871601 or at 81a Main Street, Keevil. I look forward to
hearing from you soon.
The above may be of particular use to Bulkington residents, but we also have a
collecting point in Seend, a green bin outside No. 5 Weavers Cottages, where you
can leave Pringles tubes (must be Pringles, not shop brands); crisp packets (all except
Twiglets and mini cheddars); confectionery wrappers; Tassimo/Costa and various
other coffee pods (these are valuable to WAA Recycling); foil pet food sachets - must
be washed out and dried.
Please separate each of the above and place into separate bags and drop them into the
green bin.
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SEEND PARISH COUNCIL NOTICES
Coronavirus
With the rapid spread of Coronavirus that is going to accelerate in the coming weeks,
we as a community will need to think about the more vulnerable in our parish and
how we can support those who may be on their own and may need extra help if they
become ill. So please check in on any vulnerable family, friends and neighbours.
Sometimes just helping them with their shopping and checking they have everything
they need can make a big difference. If you know someone who is self-isolating,
contact them by phone or text to check that they are ok. If you are self-isolating
yourself and are on your own, please make sure you have let family, friends or
neighbours know so they can offer help if needed. But please follow the health
guidelines in order to protect yourselves and prevent the spread of the virus.
Wiltshire Council has produced a COVID-19 Community Pack which contains useful
contact numbers and websites for advice etc. A copy of this is on our Parish Council
website: www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk Wiltshire Council‟s webpage on this is:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/public-health-coronavirus This will give all the latest
information in Wiltshire on COVID-19 in the coming days and weeks ahead.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
If anyone is self isolating and needs assistance with errands, deliveries or someone to
talk to, there is a Melksham Community Support Team who can help. Please ring
01225 809265 or email support@melkshamcommunity.co.uk.
We will keep our website and noticeboards updated with any information we receive
from Wiltshire Council.
Community Governance Review The next stage of this review will be the formal
consultation on the draft recommendations of the Electoral Review Committee which
will be presented at a series of public consultation evenings. We should know at
these meetings the recommendations for the two Schemes affecting Seend Parish.
Not all CGR requests will go forward. The two dates relevant to us are:
13th May – 7pm at Melksham United Church (Melksham and surrounding area
proposals)
th
20 May – 7pm at 1 Swift Way, Bowerhill (Melksham and surrounding area
proposals).
Best Kept Village Competition
Seend will be entered again in this competition. The co-ordinator for the event will
be John Williams. He will be looking for volunteers to help spruce up the village in
readiness for the judges‟ inspections. Anyone willing to help, please contact john on:
01380 828965 or email: john.williams@seendparishcouncil.co.uk
Posters around the Parish – In connection with our entrance into the Best Kept
Village competition, can we ask that if you put up a Poster advertising an event,
please can you take it back down after the event has taken place. Strictly, they should
only be placed on the noticeboards not on telegraph poles. (key to the left hand side
of the noticeboard by the Post Office is kept at the PO. Right hand side is strictly for
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Parish Council notices.) The Clerk has the key to the noticeboard in Sells Green. No
key required for the noticeboard on the Lye Field or the two in Seend Cleeve.
Great British Spring Clean
This event is being held over a period of one month from 20th March to 13 th April.
Whilst no formal „clean up‟ day is being organized by the Parish Council, it is hoped
that as many residents as possible will do a litter pick close to their homes. If
everyone does this, then we should see a cleaner parish!
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
A note for your diary- the Annual Parish Meeting will be taking place on 6th May at
7.30pm at the Irene Usher Memorial Pavilion. Refreshments will be available from
7pm. All parishioners are invited to attend. Seend clubs and organisations are invited
to give a short summary of their year‟s activities.
SEEND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP
April 2020 Update
The Neighbourhood Plan went public on Saturday 15th February at the Pavilion. This
stage is called Regulation 14 and it is still in DRAFT, so that any comments you have
given may be used to amend the document. As required we have also asked statutory
bodies, such as Historic England and Wiltshire Council for their comments.
As those of you who have engaged with the Plan‟s development will know, over the
following six weeks between 15th February and 28th March all of you who live, work
or run a business in Seend Parish had the opportunity to give us any comments. Our
Neighbourhood Plan required your feedback so we can complete the Plan and submit
it to Wiltshire Council before the final Referendum. Thank you to all of you who
have done so. All comments made during the consultation period will be reviewed
and, if necessary responded to, and amendments may be made. A résumé of the
comments and any consequences will be given at the Parish Council and Village
Meeting to be held in May. For those who have come late to awareness of our
Neighbourhood Plan but are interested, you can find it on our website
www.seendparishplan.org
The Seend NDP sets out a vision for our Parish over the next 10 years, with
objectives for what the community wants to achieve in order to make the vision a
reality in terms of planning. The main part of the plan is the „Planning Policies‟,
which link to the objectives. Neighbourhood Plan policies can only influence
development that requires a planning application. It has been developed by the
Steering Group, based on many and varied consultation opportunities for Parishioners
to express their opinions.
Our Parish Neighbourhood Plan draft also includes a practical projects section, such
as improvements to the footpaths, highway safety, pedestrian safety, enhancement of
the environment, and improvements to the leisure facilities. This is not a formal part
of the document as only the policies are examined, but they link to the planning
policies and are about practical initiatives.
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The Steering Group has had the help of Place Studio, a consultancy group based in
Bristol who have guided us, particularly in the area of the policies and directives
emanating from county and national bodies, with which we have to comply. There
was grant funding for this help so the Parish Council was able to employ them on our
behalf. They have been very efficient in responding to questions, and it has been a
great pleasure to work with them. Whilst a NDP does not have to conform to a set
template, they have nevertheless helped us shape our Plan in such a way that it that it
includes all the requisite elements. We have also benefited from help from our Link
Officer Vicky Burvill at Wiltshire Council.
Apart from the „Coffee Morning‟ in the Pavilion there were hard copies of the
document in the Community Centre, the Barge, Brewery and Three Magpies pubs,
along with comment forms. There were also copies in the libraries of Trowbridge,
Devizes and Melksham. On the NDP website you will find more evidence base
reports. These reports underpin the Neighbourhood Plan and are also in draft form
and can be commented on at anytime via the contact page of our website.
Carola Thorpe on behalf of the S.P.N.P. Steering Group
CLT PLANNING APPLICATION NEWS
Very soon our Seend CLT will have a planning application number for our
community led Park Farm affordable homes development. The planning application
was recently submitted to Wiltshire Council. Our CLT has worked with our
community to provide sustainable affordable homes for parish people. This is
something that communities all over the UK are doing by taking up the powers
granted to them by the Localism Act 2011 to have a say in how their communities
develop. Our Neighbourhood Plan is also part of this localism progress.
The CLT Board wishes to thank all of the community minded Seend people who,
since 2016, have steadfastly supported the CLT and its initiative to bring both
localism and affordable homes to Seend. Our homes project could not have been
brought to life without the support of the many agencies involved, from the unsung
Spotlight delivery volunteers to Seend Parish Council, who provided CLT seed corn
funding, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group who provided both guidance and
the framework for development, to Wiltshire Council and Homes England, the
housing accelerator arm of our government that provided just over £70,000 to enable
both the Park Farm project and our CLT to exist.
Together, we now have the real opportunity to provide well designed, generously
proportioned, sustainable homes of our own with annual energy costs of
approximately £200. This will not happen without the continuing and active support
of Seend Parish Community through the planning application process.
The next Seend Community Land and Asset Trust meeting will be held on Tuesday
14th April 2020 at 7:30 pm in the Pavilion. Meanwhile, you may wish to keep up to
date with CLT issues via the web site at www.seendclt.org.
Steve Vaux, Seend CLT
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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CHURCH AND CHAPEL NEWS
Love Alone Overcomes Fear
It is shocking to think how much the world has changed in such a brief time. Each of
us has had our lives and communities turned upside down. Many have gone into
isolation not knowing for how long.
I‟ve been struck by how events like this make the world seem very small. Events
which start off half a world away and seem very remote, can in a very short space of
time draw close to home. The 17th century poet and priest John Donne famously
wrote, „No man is an island.‟ Sometimes we forget just how connected we are.
It‟s hard to know what to say or what to do at times like this. I‟m trying to take in
psychologically, spiritually, and personally, what is God trying to say? I‟m trying to
resist filling my time so much that I miss what it is that I can really learn through this.
I‟m not saying that God causes suffering to teach us. But God does use everything,
and if God wanted us to experience global solidarity, and communities coming
together I can‟t think of a better way of doing that. At this time many are suffering,
no race, gender, religion, or nation can avoid it.
We are in the midst of a highly teachable moment. There‟s no doubt that this period
will be life changing and referred to for the rest of our lives. Globally, we are all
experiencing this together. It has been said that „Great suffering always leads to great
love”. But for God to reach us, we have to allow suffering to wound us. Real
solidarity needs to be felt and suffered. That‟s the real meaning of the word “suffer” –
to allow someone else‟s pain to influence us in a real way. Moving beyond our own
personal feelings and taking in the whole. How are people, in countries other than our
own, hurting? What is going to happen to those living in isolated places or for those
who don‟t have health care? Imagine the fragility of the most marginalized of people,
the homeless, or even the people performing necessary services, such as ambulance
drivers, nurses, and doctors, risking their lives to keep society together?
At this time we are coping with feelings of urgency and panic, rapid change, grief and
devastation. This is not exaggeration: we are responding to the real human situation.
We have to allow these feelings to be expressed, and invite God‟s presence to hold
and sustain us in a time of collective prayer and lament, without becoming unduly
anxious. This current experience reminds us of our common humanity, irrespective of
national borders, economic or social status, or anything else that usually divides us.
Later this month we will celebrate Easter, when Jesus died and rose again to bring
reconciliation and peace between the whole world and God. The story of Easter takes
us on a roller coaster ride from the devastation of the cross on Good Friday through
to the joy that Jesus was alive on Easter Day! This was Good News – the best news.
News that has brought hope to many as they have faced dark and difficult times in
their lives. News that brings hope out of chaos and darkness, that brings order to
disorder, harmony out of confusion, beauty out of brokenness, and makes all things
new bringing: new attitudes, new desires, new ways and new life. Although we
cannot meet together in church this Easter we will try and find new and creative ways
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to celebrate the new life and hope that Jesus‟ resurrection brings to the whole of
creation.
Although we are currently unable to continue our normal pattern of Sunday services
and public worship has had to stop for the time being. Our churches will remain open
for prayer. We will also be providing resources for prayer and reflection for use at
home. In the meantime my prayer is that we will not fear unnecessarily and that this
experience will force our attention outwards to the suffering of the most vulnerable.
Love always means going beyond self to another. Love alone overcomes fear and is
the true foundation that lasts (1 Corinthians 13:13).
To keep in touch with us visit our website https://www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk.
Or https://www.achurchnearyou.com or our face book page.
With every blessing,
Rev‟d Ali Bridewell
CHURCH SERVICES IN APRIL 2020
The Parishes of Holy Cross, Seend, Christ Church, Bulkington
and St. Peter’s, Poulshot part of the Wellsprings Benefice
Sadly all church services are cancelled until further notice.
Church of the Holy Cross, Seend
Seend church will remain open during the day as usual for anyone who would like to
pray or just have a quiet moment. There will be a member of the Clergy or the PCC
in one of the churches in the Benefice each morning from 0900 – 0930 Monday to
Saturday holding our communities in prayer.
Home service sheets will be available to pick up from the church. If you would like
one put through your letterbox call:
Len (828513) or Anne (828557) or Hilary (828129)
Our Rector: Rev Ali Bridewell - 01380 739604
Our Priest: Rev Joshva John – 828137
Please visit the Wellsprings Benefice website for online updates and other links:
https://www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk/
From the Registers:
Baptisms
Luke and Toby Giles on 8/3/2020 at Bulkington
Fleur Bartholomew on 29/3/2020 at Poulshot
No weddings or funerals this month.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

N.B. The church is working on establishing a ‘Buddy’ system for people in need
of help during the coronavirus crisis. In the meantime, you can contact the
numbers given above.
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SEEND METHODIST CHURCH
On Sunday 8th March the final service was held at the Wesleyan Chapel led by Rev.
Wendy Tucker, the Minister for the Calne area and with the sermon by Rev. Ward
Jones, retired District Chairman of the Bristol District.
A memorable service was held with excellent hymn singing by the 85 people who
attended, the Chapel being nearly full and the Gallery in full use.
Following the service everyone was invited to the Community Hall for tea and
refreshments and a chance to reminisce about the years of the Chapel in use.
This date was also the 245th Anniversary of the Chapel being opened by John Wesley,
founder of the Methodist Church, in March 1775 being an historic date and historic
building.
_________________________________________________________________

BULKINGTON NEWS
GREAT BULKINGTON RAILWAY
The Great Bulkington Railway‟s outing on Easter Monday has
been cancelled due to coronavirus. In the meantime, you can
google „The Great Bulkington Railway‟ for a video steam/diesel ride.
The railway and village hall may be hired for private birthday parties for £140.Two
hours of train rides for 20 children on a thousand feet of signalled track with a 40 foot
long tunnel – Great Fun and Good Value.
Contact Station Master Nev Boulton - nev.boulton@outlook.com
BULKINGTON "100 CLUB"
We held our draw at the Village Lunch at The Well on Wednesday, 4th March, and
the winners were :£30
No. 44
Janet Rawlings
£25
No. 62
Joyce King
£20
No. 16
Roger Marsh
£15
No. 69
Sue Noad
£10
No. 32
Janet Aspinall
Congratulations to the winners! We had another pleasant lunch with our draw as
usual - Sue cleverly pulled out her own number ! Next month will be our last draw
for this year; we'll be renewing our subscriptions ready to start all over again at the
beginning of June and looking forward to another good year for the "100 Club".
Phyl
Please note that Buzzz Group is suspended for April but hopes to return in May.
BULKINGTON LADIES GROUP
Regretfully we are having to cancel our meetings for the next two months.
Liz Futter
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828485

The Mobile Library should be visiting the car park of The Well in Bulkington on
Monday, 27th April 11.05-11.30am as at time of going to press, but please check
@WiltshireMobileLibraries (Facebook) or @WiltsLibraries (Twitter) for updates.
BULKINGTON VILLAGE HALL AGM
N.B. Any events advertised as taking place in the Village Hall are subject to change
due to the corona virus pandemic.
The Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall should take place at 2:30 pm on
Wednesday 13th May 2020 and the public will be most welcome.
The management committee would welcome a new member in order to replace the
loss of one of our members due to illness. Although somewhat underused, the hall
continues to serve our village. We keep the charges to a minimum in order to
encourage use and to date we are breaking even financially.
Nev Boulton Vice Chairman.
Cream Teas and Plant Sale
At the moment, this event is planned to take place at Bulkington Village Hall on
Saturday 30th May from 2.30-4.30 p.m, in aid of church funds. If anyone has plants to
donate please contact Liz Futter 828485 or Phyl Yarde 828116.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE
You will be aware that the bar has had to close because of coronavirus.
Seend Club subscriptions for 2020-21 are due by the end of March. To book
the hall or meeting rooms call 07703 814111.
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The next committee meeting of the Seend Branch of The Royal British
Legion will be on Thursday 16th April at 7.30pm upstairs in the Village
Room at the Community Centre.
St George's Day Supper
In the light of current events we have reluctantly taken the decision to cancel the
above event.
We hope to organise an alternative evening at a later date.
Jenny Phillips
SEEND & DISTRICT LINK SCHEME AGM
The Annual General Meeting will be held in the Irene Usher Hall at 7.30pm on April
15th. If you can make it please do come along to find out more about the service and
meet the committee and most importantly some of our volunteer drivers.
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SEEND & DISTRICT RAMBLERS
Sunday 15th March The walk we had planned before the AGM had
to be cancelled due to more rain!! 20 members attended the AGM
and enjoyed tea/coffee and cake during the meeting. Our
Chairperson welcomed everyone and thanked them for turning out
given the weather and the current situation with the coronavirus. Our secretary gave a
brief report of the past year‟s events and this was followed by the Treasurer‟s
accounts. It was decided that a skittles evening, evening walk followed by a meal, a
weekend away, a social evening (more food) as well as a monthly walk would all be
arranged for the coming year.
Next walk will be Sunday 19th April, leaders Pete and Anita. Details once known
will be emailed to all members.
If you would like to come along give Sandy a call on 01380 739235 for details. All
members are looking forward to another year of social events as well as walking.
That‟s all for this month.
Sandy - 01380 739235
SEEND WI
It is not all gloom and doom. When I saw two female blackbirds
fighting in the garden, whilst a male strutted his stuff on the garden
fence, it brought a smile to my face; a sure sign Spring has arrived.
We certainly were all smiles at our A.G.M on Wednesday. Fiona Johnson was duly
elected again as President. We looked back over the last year and reflected on our
Centenary year with pride. We had interesting speakers as well as lovely social
outings. Our celebrations, both with own members and the wider village all
contributed to a very successful year.
Business over we all participated in making decorated papier maché eggs. It was
great fun and everyone went home with a very pretty decoration. The evening
finished with a Bring and Buy Sale.
Future meetings have been suspended. For more information, please contact Joyce
Harvey on 01380 828511 or check www.seendwi.weebly.com
J.H.
HISTORIC HOUSES CLUB
For further information please contact Mary Warren 01225 707 357
or Len Murray 828513.
SEEND SHUTTLE COMMUNITY BUS
Salisbury Shuttle:
Sadly, the April shopping trip to Salisbury has been cancelled.
Thanks, Anita Shea.
(The Shuttle’s scheduled service timetable can be viewed on seend.org.uk)
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SEEND AND DISTRICT THEATRE CLUB
We have a thriving Theatre Club in the village, which is open to all,
even those not living in Seend. For the price of £5 annual membership,
there are many advantages for those who enjoy the theatre, concerts etc. But
there is no obligation to attend an event if the date or subject does not suit.
For those who like to enjoy an evening out with friends, without having to worry
about transport, parking etc this is ideal. Also because we book theatre tickets at
special group rates, the cost of tickets is cheaper than if booked individually.
All members are notified by e-mail (or phone) well in advance of trips. If you are not
interested, or the date is not convenient, then just ignore. If you do wish to join in, all
you have to do is complete the booking slip, enclosing a cheque, or cash, and return
to Sylvia in Rusty Lane. We do the rest - you just turn up for the coach, usually in
Dial Close, at the appointed time, and we give you your ticket and take you to the
theatre. New members are always made very welcome.
Sylvia Ewin
THE SEEND WINE CIRCLE
Wine Circle on 18th April is being cancelled in line with advice we've all
read about. A shame, but the right thing to do in the circumstances. At the
moment, we're still on for June but will need to see how the next few
weeks pan out. In the meantime, stay safe and keep drinking wine.
Seend Wine Circle Committee
SEEND FAWLTY PLAYERS Nearly 350 people came to see „Jack and the
Beanstalk‟ in February, and they certainly seemed to enjoy themselves. There was
plenty of audience participation – especially among the children! We haven‟t finished
working out the finances yet, but Alzheimer‟s Support Wiltshire, Friends of Seend
School and Lavington School should all receive useful sums of money. Thank you
for your support!
SEEND 100+ CLUB - Winners for March
£30.00
£25.00
£20.00
£15.00
£10.00

Mrs Sawyer
Mrs Hyde
Mr Ellinger
Mrs Hunt
Mr Burden

Congratulations to all the winners. The new 100+ Club year starts on May 1st. Don’t
forget to fill in your application form. You can drop them off at Cleeve Farm House ,
Seend Cleeve or Oriel Villa, 10 School Road.
Alison Bottomley avbottomley@yahoo.co.uk
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SEEND SCHOOL
Since the announcement of school closures, Seend School staff are busy
making lots of arrangements to support the home learning of the children.
SEEND PLAYGROUP
We welcome Farryn this term and hope she enjoys her time with us.
The children enjoyed dressing up as their favourite characters from books
– e.g. Little Red Riding Hood, a Gruffalo, builder and farmer, and they
brought the books in to be read to on 5th March World Book Day.
Thank you to Jan Crabtree for coming in to playgroup for two mornings. She helped
the children decorate stones with flowers, bees, butterflies and ladybirds. The
children will be giving the decorated stones to their mums for Mother‟s Day. We
walked to Little Foxes farm, but no lambs had been born yet. The children enjoyed
seeing the donkey called Donk and the two pigs called Choc and Fudge. The farmer
came out and fed the animals.
We are looking forward to seeing the children‟s Easter bonnets they will have made
with parents, for our Parade and coffee morning on 3rd April.
We wish everyone a Happy Easter and we will return on Monday 20th April.
Rose Dick (Playleader 828003)

SEEND PARISH COUNCIL
NB. The following minutes are a shortened version of the full minutes taken at the
Parish Council meeting on 25th February 2020. These have not yet been ratified by
the Parish Council and may be subject to change. A full copy of the minutes can be
found on our website: www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk
The meeting held on 25th February was attended by nine Councillors with Mrs
Heatley in the Chair, Mrs Sue Bond (Clerk), Councillor Jonathon Seed, and two other
parishioners. Apologies from Mr T James and Mr J Padfield.
Minutes and Matters Arising: The Minutes of the 28th January were approved
Matters Arising Minute no: 2020/6.6. The Councillors had been given a copy of the
results of a survey sent to all Seend Cleeve residents about the proposed Park Farm
development. This was acknowledged, but could not be commented on, as the PC can
only comment on an actual planning application.
Police Matters
The new PCSO for Melksham is Janet Gould who has taken over from PCSO Maggie
Ledbury. Contact details now on back page of Spotlight.
Incidents reported:
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 26th Jan – A vehicle was taken without consent from an address in Seend. The
driver was located in Avon & Somerset area.
 3rd Feb – Male suspect has left his canal boat following an argument. Shortly
afterwards his boat had caught fire, placing other boats in close proximity at risk.
Male arrested on suspicion of arson with intent to endanger life.
 11th Feb – Two men with 3 or 4 dogs seen to be illegally lamping in fields. Were
approached by Police but wouldn‟t engage, turned off lamps and left.
 16th Feb – Two vehicles have collided on a sharp bend on A365 Bath Road
towards Devizes. Parties exchanged insurance details and also passed on to owner
of the damaged fence panelling.
 18th Feb – Black Ford panel van stopped in early hours. Three people searched for
possible drug offences. None found.
 Storms in Seend area. Numerous reports of fallen trees, power lines and
obstructions to the highway. All dealt with by police, council and locals.
Community Governance Review - The Clerk reported that Melksham Without
Parish Council had requested to meet with them to discuss a possible compromise
with their CGR boundary change request that would exclude Giles Wood. Following
some discussion, it was agreed that our stance should remain the same, that we
oppose the whole boundary change request submitted as Scheme 11 in the
Community Governance Review.
Highways - Mrs A‟Bear reported on the site meeting that took place on 30th January
with the Senior Traffic Engineer to ascertain the feasibility of installing village gates
around the parish and to agree a position for the metro count on Bollands Hill and to
discuss what signage improvements could be made at Bell Hill. It was agreed that the
PC would not install village gates at any on the village entrances as the costs would
outweigh the benefits. Instead we would request a nameplate for New Buildings. A
location had been agreed for a metro count on Bollands Hill. Some improved signage
for Bell Hill was agreed which will be further discussed at the next CATG meeting.
And for warning signs to be requested at the Seend Cleeve C20 junction.
Neighbourhood Plan – Mrs A‟Bear reported that the draft NDP was now published
and had been officially launched on Saturday 15th February. Approximately 33
parishioners attended. Comments were now coming in - deadline 28th March.
Planning Matters
Application Number: 20/00301/LBC - Site Location: 3 High Street, Seend SN12
6NR
Proposal: External decoration of front (south) elevation
All Councillors approved.
Application Number: 20/00547/FUL - Site Location: Post Office, Seend SN12 6NR
Proposal: Demolish shop and store buildings and rebuild to provide shop, cafe, flats
and post office with amenity space together with alterations to the adjoining building
(Resubmission 19/05006/FUL)
All Councillors approved.
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Application Number: 20/00490/FUL - Site Location: Rew Farm, Seend Cleeve SN12
6PS
Proposal: Installation of static caravan for holiday let.
It was proposed that the application for a 2nd static caravan be approved providing
that the status of the first “temporary” caravan can be resolved so that it either
becomes permanent or a more solid structure such as a log cabin in order to minimise
its visual impact on the surrounding countryside. A condition must be placed on the
approval that there should be substantial hedging//screening put in place to ensure
that the view from both caravans will not impact on the privacy of the neighbouring
properties. Consideration should be given to any lighting that would not impact on
neighbouring property.
Asset Register – updated as a spreadsheet. Approved by all Councillors
Correspondence: Spout Lane Canal Bridge – following a phone call from a
concerned resident, the Clerk contacted our local Waterway Operative for the C&RT
to ask for an update on the condition of the bridge . His response is as follows: “Our
engineer tells me that he has been monitoring the bridge since 2011 and has detected
some movement, but nothing that requires any immediate attention and in no way
presents a risk to the structure of the bridge. He tells me that he will continue to
monitor the bridge and also advises that an in depth inspection which includes
underwater assessment is due next year. Please keep me posted of any concerns and I
will make enquiries on your behalf”.
Open Spaces Survey. Wiltshire council are seeking assistance from town and parish
councils in collating data relating to open spaces provision within their parishes to
form the evidence based necessary to underpin a new Green Infrastructure Strategy
and Open Space Strategy and will also be seeking assistance in publicising a
household survey. The Clerk received a copy of the survey. To be completed with
the help of Mrs A‟Bear and Mrs Vince.
Best Kept Village Competition – The Clerk had received the application form for
this year‟s event. She had forwarded them to Mr Williams.
Melksham Community News – The government has announced its support to fund
two major road improvement schemes in Wiltshire, the A350 Melksham bypass and
A338 at Salisbury. Wiltshire Council will now develop outline business cases for the
two schemes to enable them to progress to the next stage of development under the
government‟s Major Road Network (MRN) and Large Local Majors (LLM)
programme. Rights of Way: The 2026 deadline is looming for all footpaths to be
registered on the definitive map to avoid being lost forever. The Ramblers is calling
on the public to join the search to find and map thousands of miles of lost historic
paths across England and Wales.
Financial Matters - Bank reconciliation to end of January £23,385.93
The next Parish Council meetings are 31st March and 28th April.
_________________________________________________________________
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SEEND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC NEWS
Welcome back to all our readers but whatever you read here will
undoubtedly have been overtaken by events by the time we go to press.
TENNIS : We are due to start our league matches in April, but despite a
sport which normally keeps opponents well apart and where the traditional handshake
can be avoided I am working on the basis that the fixtures will start nearer to
Michaelmas than the spring equinox, so I will say no more other than to try to
persuade our team members, yes that includes you Harry, to get fit over the coming
months.
FOOTBALL : It may be that the anticipated postponement of the remainder of the
season might rescue the Seend team. Better still, as for Norwich and West Ham,
would be for the 2019 - 2020 season to be written off which would mean no
relegation or even worse. Personally I think that Liverpool should just man up and
accept that this season has to be declared null and void and if you have had to wait 20
or so years to get your hands on the silverware then another quarter of a century
should be an easy wait. As that old favourite from the terraces says “ Que sera sera...”
ATHLETICS : One sporting activity that can probably continue and remain within
the Government guidelines is running, so get out there and try out your new Nike‟s
Vaporfly 4%, which are still legal in Wiltshire.
SHORT MAT BOWLS : Thanks to Colin for his full report of the last few weeks on
that green carpet. With Luke Ballinger at the helm the boys have had a great end of
season run finishing as runners up in their division and hence automatic qualification
for the League Finals. However Colin tells me that those finals have now been
abandoned. The boys of course have taken it on the chin, an example to us all - and
one Anfield could copy.
THE TURF : Seend connected Nico de Boinville started off the Cheltenham Festival
with a thrilling win by a short head. Unfortunately the tables were turned in the Gold
Cup itself when this time Nico was similarly held off when just a few more strides
would have taken him to his second Gold Cup. That will probably be the last meet for
quite a while with the Grand National having, like so many major sporting events,
been called off for this year.
CRICKET : Depressingly I ask myself if I should even start thinking about bat and
ball when there is unlikely to be a match before the clocks go back.... probably not as
to do so would undoubtedly tempt fate.
I wish all our sports women and men a safe spring and summer and let us all just
hope that come September we are all back out there doing the things we love.
IF anything takes place this month, please pass on news to our reporter by April 17th.
Frankie Goddard – 828488
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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BITS AND BOBS
PERSONAL ADS
You can advertise non-commercial items for sale, wanted etc here for just £2. Please
leave the money for Spotlight in Seend Post & Provisions or deliver to 6 New
Buildings, Seend Cleeve. Thank you.
HOLIDAY CARAVAN IN SWANAGE
A 4/6 berth immaculate, and well equipped static caravan sited at Swanage Bay View
Holiday Park is available for hire. It has 2 bedrooms, a sunny West facing deck, with
hill and bay views, parking for two cars, and is situated in a quiet cut-de-sac within
the Park, which has a cafe, bar, gym and pool. This, together with easy access to the
beach, heritage railway and surrounding countryside makes this a great base to
explore the Isle of Purbeck. The caravan can be hired for full weeks or short breaks at
competitive rates, For further details please contact Anne Ewing on 828557 or 07881
444787, or check out ukcaravans4hire.com, reference 9850.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE SEEND FUND – YOUR LOCAL FUND
Remember the Seend Fund is your local fund. Anyone living in or closely associated
with Seend, including our close neighbours in Bulkington and Poulshot, can apply by
emailing the secretary (anitashea@hotmail.co.uk) or writing to her at 34 Seend
Cleeve, Melksham SN12 6PY. If you find yourself in financial difficulties the fund
might be able to help with anything from school uniforms to heating bills. Don‟t
hesitate to send details, saying how much you need, what it is for and when you need
it by. Even if the fund has helped you before, your request will be sympathetically
and confidentially considered. Although the fund is intended to help individuals, if
there are any organisations or groups who need support to include someone with
special needs in an educational activity, or who know of members who are struggling
financially, the fund may be able to help.

Beginners Art Class
Seend Community Centre
Thursday mornings 10am-12.30pm
£8 per session, payable half-termly (4 weeks remaining this term).
Bring what materials you have.
Tuition from an experienced teacher.
Develop your drawing skills, learn new techniques and have some fun!
For information contact:
Jane Scrivener 07813318936 janescrivener321@hotmail.com
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West Wilts Ramblers EASTER SUNDAY FAMILY WALK on Sunday 12th April
at 10am - 3.5 miles at a leisurely pace.
Bring your children/grandchildren and/or your grannie for this gentle walk through
woodland and around Roundway Hill and Oliver's Castle and back. Park and meet at
Leipzig Plantation car park. Bring snacks but the Easter Bunny might give the walk
leaders some mini Easter eggs for those that complete the walk. Please Contact: Dave
& Jen Yearsley, 01380 726 779 if you would like to come. AND IT‟S FREE!
________________________________________________________

THE ARTS SOCIETY NORTH WILTSHIRE
April 1st: August Rodin & 19th Century Sculpture Barry Venning
May 6th: Tapestry: The Ultimate Wall Decoration Susan Kay-Williams
We are a friendly group who enjoy hearing about a wide range of arts based
subjects. Do come and join us! We meet in the Assembly Hall, Melksham from
10am for coffee and 11am for the lecture. For more info see tasnorthwilts.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __

LOCAL MUSICAL EVENTS
BRAHMS REQUIEM
Regretably Calne Choral’s performance of the above on 4th April has been
CANCELLED due to concerns over the coronavirus.
Edington Arts
Following the Government‟s advice, we have been forced to cancel the planned
Operatunity concert on May 9th. Our next scheduled concert is the pianist Martin
James Bartlett on June 27th.
Music in the Park: Official Opening of Trio Paradis 2020 Concert
Series Thursday 2nd April 2020, 1pm.
April sees the official opening by Trowbridge Mayor, David Cavill, of Trio Paradis'
new concert venue, the Park Club. Join us there at 1pm on 2nd April for a
complimentary glass of fizz, meet the musicians and enjoy a variety of music. Trio
Paradis - Jacquelyn Bevan (piano) Lisa Betteridge (violin) and Linda Stocks (cello) play a Palm Court-style concert on the first Thursday lunchtime of each month
(February-December). Refreshments available. Entrance is by donation, with a
retiring collection. For programme details, visit http://www.trioparadis.com. Seating
is limited, so booking at https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/msw is advised. Free parking
(3 hours) available in Castle Place - be sure to obtain a ticket from the machine, and
the Park Club is just 2-3 minutes' walk behind the Albany and the Town Hall garden.
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LAVINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR
Rehearsals are cancelled for the time being and our summer concert is
postponed.
_____________________________________

DEVIZES FOOD BANK
With self-isolation and school closures adding to demand, food banks are going to be
of vital help to the community. Donations can be left in the box in the church in
Seend from where they will be collected weekly to be taken to Devizes.
Urgently needed items listed during March were:
Tinned/long life sponge puddings
Instant mash potato
Tinned ham
Tinned potatoes
Tinned carrots
Tinned broad beans
Tea bags (80s)
Soap
Breakfast cereal.
_______________________________________

And Finally…….
It was a quiet Monday morning in September 2053 when John awoke and
went to the loo. For John this wasn’t just any ordinary day. This was the day
he would open the last pack of loo roll that his parents had bought
in the year 2020.
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USEFUL CONTACTS: Please tell Spotlight if your group’s contact details change
Church: Revd Ali Bridewell. 01380 739064. Revd Joshva John, 01380 828137. Benefice
Administrator: Sarah Leckie 07938 270815. Churchwardens: Seend: Len Murray, 828513, Mrs
Tina Yockney 827139; Bulkington: Mrs Liz Futter 828485, Mike Rose 01380 871665; LPAs:
Jane Goman 827121, Liz Futter 828485, Rosie Forsey 828843, Len Murray 828513, Sue Noad
870343, Sue Rose 871665, Hilary Hutchings 828129, Tina Yockney 827139.
Bell Tower Captain: L Murray 828513.
Irene Usher Memorial Pavilion bookings – www.seendlyefield.org/bookings.html or 828970
Bulkington Village Hall - Nev Boulton 828101 or Roger Futter 828485
Seend Community Centre - 828796. Bookings: 07703 814111. Seendcommunitycentre.com
Seend Shuttle: Enquiries: seendshuttle@gmail.com or Alison 07951 030491
Seend Parish Council Clerk – Mrs Sue Bond 07706 850859 www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk
Seend’s Wiltshire Councillor - Jonathon Seed 01380 850695 jonathon.seed@wiltshire.gov.uk
Seend Village Website: www.seend.org.uk – webmaster Neil Yockney 827139.
Seend School – 828334 Seend Fund: 01380 828757
Bulkington Website: www.bulkington.org.uk
Rights of Way Warden – Paul Millard, 01225 712821
MEP - Graham Watson 01458 252265. Melksham Area Board – 07917 721371
Police: PCSO 6039 Janet GOULD - Mobile 07471029772 –janet.gould@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
100+Club Draw – Alison Bottomley - avbottomley@yahoo.co.uk
Book Clubs - the original: Sylvia Ewin 828325 - the other: Frank Teasdale 828617(+ Brewery)
Bouncy Club – Rebecca De Voogd 07840 382351
Cricket Club – Brian Hunt 828581
Fawlty Players Panto Group - Tessa Doe 828617& find Seend Village Pantomime on facebook
Fete – Liam Bergin – liam@thirdberg.com or 07738 269739
Flower Show –Carole Vince 828579
Football – Trevor Vowles
FoSS (Friends of Seend School) Peter Kay, friendsofseendschool@gmail.com
Historic Houses Club - Mary Warren 01225707357 or Neil Yockney 827139
LINK Scheme - 075320 55560
Lye Field Committee – www.seendlyefield.org
Neighbourhood Watch - Brian Hunt (Seend) 828581; Cavan Moroney (Sells Green) 828606;
Owen Burton (Seend Cleeve) 828820; John Scott (Bulkington) 828026.
Preschool - Rose Dick (Playleader) 828003
Poetry Group - Tessa Doe 828617
Ramblers - Sandy James 01380 739235
Royal British Legion – Jenny Phillips 828822
Seend CLT – www.seend clt.org info@seendclt.org
Seend Singers - Bob McCulloch 828508
Short Mat Bowls Club - Colin Waldeck 828946
Table tennis – Chris Brooker, 828047
Tennis Club – Liam Bergin 07738 269739
Theatre Club - Sylvia Ewin 828325; Marion Whitehead 828612
WEA – Tessa Doe 828617
Wheelchairs to borrow - Sue and Graham Jones in Seend Cleeve, tel: 01380 828354
WI - Fiona Johnson on 828401 and Joyce Harvey 828511
Wine Circle – Steve Parsons 07974 347487 or Simon McManus 07896 711764

21

POST & PROVISIONS
www.postandprovisions.com
01380 828250

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES
FRESH FRUIT, FLOWERS
& VEGETABLES including Veg Boxes
WINES BEERS & SPIRITS
GROCERIES
THE HEALTH LOTTERY
POSTCARDS & STATIONERY
COFFEE & HOT SNACKS
Opening hours:
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Bank Holidays

Shop

PO

7.30-5.30
9-5.30
“
9-5.30
“
9-4.30*
“
9-1.00*
“
9-1.00*
8.30-1.00
9-1.00*
9-10.30
Closed
9-10.30
Closed
* note early closing

Post and Provisions are now offering a free Delivery Service within the
Seend area on orders over £20.00.
Just call 828 250 from your mobile to place your order
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