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DIARY DATES FOR LATE NOVEMBER 
29

th
 SPNP meeting, Pavilion, 7.30 pm 

29
th

 Serendipity Handbells at Bulkington Village Hall, 7.30pm 
 

DIARY DATES FOR DECEMBER 
1

st
 Seend Playgroup Christmas Fair, Community Centre, 2-4pm 

1
st
-7

th
 Melksham Remembers exhibition, Seend Church 

2
nd

 Café Church at Seend, 11am 

5
th

 Salisbury Shuttle Shopping Trip, (fully booked) 

5
th

  Village Lunch at the Well, Bulkington, 12.15 pm 

7
th 

First Friday Coffee Morning, Community Centre, 10.30 am 

7
th

 Seend School Christmas Fayre, School Hall, 6pm 

8
th

 Christmas Wine Circle, Community Centre, 8.00 pm 

10
th

 Mobile Library; 9.40 am Seend The Lye: 10.05 am Seend Cleeve phone box: 

11.05 am Well Inn car park 

11
th

 CLT meeting, Pavilion, 7.30pm 

12
th

 Christmas Carols and songs at Cleeve House with Seend Singers, 7.30pm 

15
th

 Christmas Bingo at the Community Centre, 7.30pm for eyes down at 8pm  

16
th

 Seend Ramblers –  meet in Rusty Lane at 9.30am to share transport to Keevil 

17
th

-18
th

 Roadworks at Stocks/Row Lane 

19
th

 Nosh and Natter Lunch Club, Community Centre, 12 for 12.30 pm 

20
th

 Carols by Candlelight, Seend Church, 7.30pm 

21
st
 Christmas drinks for Seend Club members 

22
nd

 WI Craft Afternoon, 2 to 4 pm, Pavilion 

23
rd

 Carol Service, Bulkington Church, 6pm 

24
th

 Carol singing in the Brewery Inn 

28
th

 Brewery Inn Fun Quiz, 8 pm 
 

DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY 2019 
1st  New Year‟s Day walk followed by home-made soup; meet outside C Centre, 11am 

4
th

 First Friday Coffee Morning, Community Centre, 10.30 am 

7
th

 Mobile Library; 9.40 am Seend The Lye: 10.05 am Seend Cleeve phone box: 

11.05 am Well Inn car park 

12
th

 LAST DAY FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FEBRUARY SPOTLIGHT 

17
th

 WI Craft Afternoon, Pavilion, 2-4pm 

25
th

 Burns Night Supper, Community Centre , 7 for 7.30pm 

30
th

 Nosh and Natter Lunch Club, Community Centre, 12 for 12.30 pm 
 

  

DIARY DATES FOR FEBRUARY  
6

th
 – Salisbury Shopping Shuttle - call 01225 706526 to book 

9
th

 – WI Curry Cook Off in the Pavilion 

21
st
-23

rd
 – Snow White panto at the Community Centre 

 

Newcomer to Seend? 
Call in at the shop/PO and ask for your copy of the Welcome booklet, which tells you all 

you need to know about the village. 
 

Visit www.seend.org.uk and the Spotlight facebook page. 

http://www.seend.org.uk/


1 

 

 

 

Welcome to December/January Spotlight…… .  

It‟s that time of year again. Love it or hate it, the festive season is upon us, 

with all its joys, frustrations, togetherness and arguments – or is that just 

me? You will find plenty of seasonal things to do within these pages, both 

secular and religious. Details of special church services are on pp 8 & 9,  

and we have school and playgroup Christmas fairs (p.18), festive bingo, 

Christmas wine tasting and a New Year‟s Day walk – the perfect antidote to the night 

before – as well as seasonal meetings of our villages‟ various clubs and organisations 

and the usual coffee, tea and lunch get-togethers. 

If your New Year resolutions include taking on voluntary roles within our community 

then Spotlight can help. Besides a repeated plea from the Link Scheme Committee, 

we now also have a request for people to take on the several roles undertaken by 

Steve and Karen Cubberley who are (temporarily, we hope) off down under to live 

and work for a few years. The Fete Committee is seeking new blood too, as is the 

footpath-clearing group. Go on. You know you want to. (See pages 4, 7, 14 and 17.) 

Have you spotted some of the decorated stones that have been left around the village 

in recent months? In case you don‟t know, the idea is that once found, the finder is 

supposed to hide them again for someone else to find. Apparently either some have 

been hidden too well, or someone not in the know is taking them home! 

It looks like 2019 will be a special year for Seend, with the WI centenary, the fete‟s 

60
th
 birthday, Fawlty Players‟ 40

th
 pantomime and ten years of Nosh and Natter! Are 

there any other big anniversaries we‟ve left out? 

Spotlight Contacts: Contributions for the February edition (copy by Saturday 12
th
 

January please) can be emailed to spotlight@seend.org.uk or delivered to Seend Post 

Office. Editors: Tessa Doe (01380 828617) and Sue Isaac (828461). Please note that 

you should always send emailed items to the Spotlight address, not to Sue or 

Tessa – even if they have emailed you from their own email address – just in case 

they are not around. Joanna Goddard (828488) organises printing Mondays and also 

types up the items left at Seend PO. Fiona Johnson is the contact for delivery 

(828401) and Chris Brooker (828047) for advertising.  
 

Lost emails: Emails to Spotlight sometimes go astray for no obvious reason. If email 

correspondents don‟t receive an acknowledgement by the end of the Monday after the 

Spotlight deadline, please ring Tessa or Sue (see above) to check if all is well. And 

please note the following. When sending emails to spotlight@seend.org.uk please 

include the word SPOTLIGHT in uppercase as the first word of the Subject. This 

will help the editorial team sifting through all the messages stopped by the SPAM 

filter, which sometimes include genuine messages for SPOTLIGHT. 
 

PDFs: We cannot normally use PDF files of posters etc as they require a specific 

shape and space. Word documents – without any fancy formatting - give us the 

flexibility to adapt your wording and pictures to fit the space available. Thanks. 
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VILLAGE EVENTS IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
(For Bulkington events see pages 11-13 )  

 

December and January  

in SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Nosh and Natter Lunch Club  
Wednesdays 19

th
 December & 30

th
 January, 12 for 12.30 pm 

December‟s lunch will be Christmas Lunch with wine, please note the 

earlier date. You need to book in advance by calling Pauline on 01380 

828638. Only £5 for two courses – all home-made of course. All welcome! 
 

First Friday Coffee Mornings in the Lounge  
From 10.30am on Friday 7

th
 December and 4

th
 January. Come along 

for proper coffee, home-made cakes and a chat in good company! It‟s 

just £2 for coffee or tea - plus a refill - and a slice of cake. All welcome. 

 

Christmas Wine Circle  
Saturday 8

th
 December 8 pm. See separate item below. 

 

Christmas BINGO!  
Saturday 15

th
 December 

Doors Open 7.15pm Eyes down 8 pm.  

Entry Free. Loads of great raffle and bingo prizes.  

All proceeds to the Community Centre. Come and join the festive fun! 
 

Seend Club Membersė Drinks Party 
Friday 21

st
 December – paid-up members get first drink free! There‟ll be a bit 

of a do on New Year’s Eve too. Watch out for details of festive opening times. 
 

New Yearės Day Walk 
January 1

st
 – meet at 11.00 am in Rusty Lane for a 90 minute or so walk 

around the village (usually a mix of roads, fields, stiles and towpath so 

sturdy boots needed) before returning to the Community Centre for 

delicious home-made soup, snacks and a glass of something from the bar. 
 

SEEND WINE CIRCLE  

8
th

 December, 8pm, Community Centre - Wines for the Festive Season 

Our attention is turning to Christmas parties and the festive season. The 

December Seend Wine Circle will be presenting you with some ideas for 

wines to accompany your celebrations perfectly. Tickets are £12 and I have it on 

good authority that Jen‟s world famous mince pies will be returning for another year 

alongside the usual bread and cheese. If you‟re interested in coming, please email 

seendwinecircle@gmail.com and look out for more information via Facebook. It‟s 

always an excellent evening. 

mailto:seendwinecircle@gmail.com
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Burns Night Celebration  
with Traditional Scottish Fare by Eric Lepine, 

Entertainment, Music and Dancing  
to the White Horse Ceilidh Band 

Friday 25 th January 2019  
7:00 for 7:30 pm, Seend Community Centre . 

Licensed Bar & Raffle. Dress: A Touch of Tartan. 
Tickets (in advance only) £25.00 (includes a nip of whisky). Available from: 

Sue (828508), Anne (828557), Len (828513) or Seend Post Office.         
In Aid of Church Funds 

 

The Great W.I. Curry Cook Off!  
Saturday 9th February at the Irene Usher Hall at 7pm 

Six dishes to taste. Vote for your favourite then help yourself to the curry of  

your choice. Cash bar to include wine and Indian beer. Raffle and quiz. 

Tickets £12.50 for two courses  

from Seend Shop, Joanna Goddard (01380 828488) or any W.I. Member. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND VILLAGE INFORMATION 

(Please let us know of any births, marriages, deaths, special birthdays, 

 thanks, useful information etc that you would like to see included here.)  
 

PITURA , Tadeusz (Ted) 
Joy, and son David would like to thank all who attended Ted's funeral and for the 

many cards, thoughtful messages and support from all family and friends at this 

difficult and sad time. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
As has been our practice in recent years, we will not be sending cards to friends who 

live locally and with whom we can exchange Christmas greetings personally. Instead 

we will make a donation to a local charity. This year we have chosen Wiltshire 

Young Carers. 

 

We wish you a happy and relaxed Christmas and all good wishes for 2019. 

Richard & Marion Whitehead 
 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank my friends in Bulkington and Seend for their kindness and 

consideration shown to me, also for the car lifts since my car accident.  

                                                                                                                 Deryn Stafford 
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TO ALL YOU WALKERS AND DOG WALKERS OUT THERE................. 
Did you know that there is a small team of people in the village who try to keep our 

local footpaths open and clear? There are over 50 paths and we need YOU to find us 

more work to do! 

 So, if you come across a path that is overgrown, please contact Carole Vince, the 

Footpath Officer on Seend Parish Council, Tel. No. 01380828579 , and the team will 

be mobilised to tackle the problem! Other footpath problems, such as blocked paths 

or broken stiles should also be reported to the Wiltshire Council on 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online-reporting  

We are always looking for more volunteers too, so please let Carol know if you 

would like to be involved.   THANK YOU. 
 

MELKSHAM REMEMBERS 
at the Church of the Holy Cross, Seend 1

st
 – 7

th
 December 

Melksham Remembers is a community project funded and supported by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund, Melksham Area Board and Melksham Town Council. 

The aim of the project is to explore Melksham and the surrounding parishes‟* role in 

the First World War 1914-18. It is not just about the fallen and celebrated heroes, but 

also the work of the community on the „home front.‟ 

¶ What was happening in and around Melksham during those years?* 

¶ How did it change people‟s lives? 

¶ How did it change the parishes? 

¶ What is the legacy of those years? 

The exhibition will be shown in various locations in the Melksham area, having first 

been displayed at Melksham Town Hall in November and we are lucky that it is 

coming to Holy Cross, Seend from 1
st
 December until the 7

th
. Do come to the church 

during the hours of daylight to see this exhibition before it moves on. 

*  The Melksham area includes: Bulkington, Poulshot, Seend and other nearby 

villages. 
 

SEEND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 

Christmas and New Year Update 

As this edition covers 2 months we need you to know that there will be a 

Consultation Morning for Parishioners in January 2019. Please be sure to put 

Saturday January 26
th

 in your new diaries for a Coffee Morning in the Pavilion 

(10.30am-12.30pm), when you will be able to see the results of our research and 

consultations. Results that have been established form part of an important evidence 

base for the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

You will have viewed the full list of provisional sites on our website 

(www.seendparishplan.org) together with a map showing the location of the sites. 

Results of the assessment of the sites will be should be available by then, and you 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online-reporting
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will have an opportunity to discuss them with ourselves and our Consultants, Place 

Studio. There will also be more information available about the Character and Design 

work the SG have been doing, as well as results from the survey of your views on 

Local Green Spaces. 

Please do not miss this chance see our progress, ask questions and to give your 

views on your Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

All are welcome at the monthly open meetings, which take place on the last Thursday 

of the month at 7.30pm. The next Committee Meeting will be Thursday 29
th 

November in the Kennet Room. (Some members of the SG meet again between these 

open meetings to progress the background work, together with our Consultants). 

 

With good wishes for a Happy Christmas Holiday and all the best for 2019, 

           Carola Thorpe on behalf of the S.P.N.P. Steering Group  
 

 

SEEND PARISH COUNCIL NOTICES 

Please note there will be a road closure on 17th/18th December between the Stocks 

and Row Lane for some BT works. 

Older person’s standard Wiltshire concessionary bus pass  

Information about the renewal of bus passes 

From 1
st
 January 2019, not all bus passes will be renewed automatically. This is 

because there are approximately 20,000 passes in circulation that have not been 

scanned on a bus prior to renewal, indicating that the pass has not been used. In these 

cases, the passes will not be automatically renewed. If your pass is not automatically 

renewed but you would still like to receive one to use in the future, please contact 

Wiltshire Council on 0300 456 0100 and we can arrange for your new pass to be 

issued. Wiltshire Council regrets that any charges which may occur on bus journeys 

are non-refundable. 

Councillor Vacancy 

We still have one Councillor Vacancy. As we have had a couple of residents who 

have expressed an interest recently, the Parish Council will look to fill the vacancy at 

the January or February Parish Council meeting. Any parishioner interested in 

becoming a Parish Councillor should contact the clerk by email: 

clerk@seendparishcouncil.co.uk, by mid January. 

Road Works in Seend 

Thank you to all residents for their patience and resilience during the recent road 

closures. It was a difficult 3 weeks, not made easy by the number of vehicles who 

ignored the road closure signs, and then had to do a u-turn when they reached the 

barriers or drive up School Road. We know this caused problems for residents in 

School Road and Dial Close, and for the residents of Seend Cleeve who experienced 

an increase in traffic as drivers tried to find an alternative route through the village. 

mailto:clerk@seendparishcouncil.co.uk
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Metro Count and other Highway issues 

Following the concerns of some residents about speeding traffic, Seend Parish 

Council asked at the recent CATG meeting for a metro count to be carried out in the 

High Street. This has been approved by Wiltshire Council, and will hopefully be done 

in the next couple of months. It will be sited between the Lye Field and The Manor 

House. 

Seend Parish Council also discussed other highway issues, such as extending the 

30mph limit further down Bell Hill and the placement of rumble strips at the top of 

Bollands Hill. It had also asked if it were possible to place “a not suitable for HGV 

traffic” sign at the top of Bollands Hill. Unfortunately, all were deemed not feasible.  

Allotments 

We may have a couple of vacant plots at the start of the next financial year on 1
st
 

April 2019. To register your interest in renting a plot, please get in touch with the 

Parish Clerk (clerk@seendparishcouncil.co.uk). These are the Parish Council 

allotments at the top of Bollands Hill, not the WI ones in Rusty Lane. 

WW1 Commemorative Bench 

Seend Parish Council has been given a £400 grant from the Melksham Area Board to 

help purchase the bench.  Seend WI has also made a donation of £40 for the 

inscription, the proceeds from Wake Cakes. The Seend branch of the Royal British 

Legion and Seend Parish Council will share the remaining costs. The bench will be 

placed by the War Memorial. 

Parish Steward Tasks 

Don‟t forget to let the Clerk know if there are any jobs for the Parish Steward to do. 
 

CLT NEWS AND HOUSING NEED 

With the valued support of Wiltshire Council‟s Community-led Housing Team, our 

Councillor Jonathon Seed and Seend Parish Council, progress with the Seend 

Community Land & Asset Trust (CLT) moves on. This would not be at all possible 

without the strong representation of our 171 CLT members. It is worth saying that we 

are under-represented in The Lye and in Seend Cleeve, though our 171 membership 

already implies that the CLT is growing as an effective community organisation 

powered by the parishioners of Seend. If you have yet to join, visit the web site at 

https://www.seendclt.org/membership.html or pick up an envelope at Seend Post 

Office and Shop, the Community Centre or The Brewery. Membership is £1.00 for 

life, so you won‟t get a better deal in any Seend bar! 

Now for the serious stuff. We exist and plan to build affordable housing. If you, or 

someone you know, or love, with a Seend connection, has a need of affordable 

housing, shared ownership, or wishes to downsize a private home without leaving the 

parish, please register at www.homes4wiltshire.co.uk. Use the Housing Options 

Wizard - there are two housing registers. The register you are likely to be interested 

mailto:clerk@seendparishcouncil.co.uk
https://www.seendclt.org/membership.html
http://www.homes4wiltshire.co.uk/
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in is the Open Market Register which can be joined at that web site. If you don‟t use 

the internet just contact one of the CLT Board Members (828970) for practical help 

and advice. 

If “Help to Buy” is your focus, then visit https://www.helptobuysouth.co.uk for 

useful information and helpful downloadable guides and advice. 

If you still haven‟t a clue as to what a CLT is and does then this web link might cure 

your insomnia: http://www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk/what-is-a-clt 

The next CLT meeting is on Tuesday 11
th

 December, 7:30 pm, Pavilion, Rusty Lane. 

Join us – we really mean it! 

SEEND & DISTRICT LINK SCHEME - NOTICE OF SUSPENSION 

The Seend Link Scheme, which is run entirely by volunteers, provides transport 

services to people, many of whom are frail or elderly, to access vital medical and 

social services. The current committee comprising a Chairman, Secretary, 

Coordinator & Treasurer have decided to stand down at the end of this year after 

completing their three year term of office. Consequently a new committee is required 

if Seend Link is to continue to provide this much valued service to the community.  

To date there has been absolutely no progress in finding a new committee. If 

volunteers are not forthcoming then it is with regret that I must inform you that the 

Seend & District Link Scheme will be suspended at the end of the current year. 

Can you help? Are you prepared to give up a little of your time to keep this service 

going? If so please contact the Seend & District Link Chairman for more information: 

chrismp.gosling@gmail.com or text or call mobile 07505186095 

Please help keep this valuable service going. 
 

 

CHURCH AND CHAPEL NEWS 

Wellsprings Benefice - Pastoral Letter 2018  
 

I wonder if you will have a favourite Christmas advert this year? Christmas adverts 

tend to fall into two main categories. There are the ones which give a faintly veiled 

message that if you shop with a certain shop, you will be able to create the perfect 

family Christmas. Some are humorous, some are heart-warming, some have no 

subtlety at all – but however they are done, they are saying the same thing. You get a 

string of images of couples and families eating food, opening gifts and keeping other 

Christmas traditions with things you can buy or must have from the shop in question.  

 

Then there are the other Christmas adverts that tell a story instead, and these are the 

ones I love. These adverts are still trying to sell you stuff, but not by showing you all 

the products they have to create a perfect Christmas – rather they are showing you 

that they “get” what Christmas is about. They understand Christmas and you can go 

to them to help you capture that Christmas „essence‟ for yourself. 

 

https://www.helptobuysouth.co.uk/
http://www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk/what-is-a-clt
mailto:chrismp.gosling@gmail.com
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I confess I would love it if adverts and shops made a greater connection to the true 

meaning of Christmas and the „reason for the season‟. There is often, after all, the 

distinct lack of the nativity in these stories! However, rather than grumble about what 

is not included I often think it is better to look for what is there and work with what 

we do have. Often these adverts are about a quest for love and connection.  

 

In our Christmas story, we see many of these things. A God who came on a quest to 

the world, offering love and connection. A God who built a friendship between God 

and humanity, and gave himself so we might be saved. A God who by God‟s love 

and goodness transforms us so that we might be people who share God‟s love in the 

world. And it all started at Christmas with a baby… 

 

Love, connection, reconciliation, self-giving, transformation – these Christmas 

adverts do “get” what Christmas is all about. Their only mistake is knowing where to 

go to find it. I don‟t think they can be found in any of the stores that are advertising 

this year, because these are not things we can put into a shopping basket. 

 

Love is a gift of God. You don‟t have to buy it – you are only asked to share it. So 

this Christmas, why not take a little time to receive the love of God. And then pass 

that on to others. Because that is what Christmas is really about! And if you want to 

come and share Christmas with us, and be part of the wonderful community that you 

live in, then do take a look at the range of Christmas services we are offering at all 

our churches within the Wellsprings Benefice. “Everyone‟s Welcome”. We would 

love to celebrate with you! Come and receive the best present the world has ever had 

- the gift of God‟s own Son, Jesus. Given to us that we might have God‟s own help to 

face the difficulties of this world. Come and find a warm welcome and find a 

meaning and purpose for life beyond the tinsel and TV- God‟s plan for your life.  

 

And if you can‟t come – because you are busy working, you are away, or “you‟re just 

not into all that stuff”, know that we are praying for you to have a very happy 

Christmas and to know God‟s love, peace and presence in your life.  

With love and prayers, 

       (Rev‟d Ali Bridewell)  
 

 

CHURCH SERVICES in December 2018 snd January 2019 
 

The Parishes of Holy Cross, Seend, Christ Church, Bulkington and 

St. Peter’s, Poulshot part of the Wellsprings Benefice. You are welcome 

to worship at any of the services in any of the churches in the Benefice. 

Sunday 2
nd 

December 2018 (Advent Sunday) 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Seend 

 9.15 am Parish Eucharist at Poulshot 

11.00 am Café Church at Seend 

 6.00 pm Benefice Songs of Praise at Bulkington 
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Sunday 9
th

 December 2018 (2
nd

 Sunday of Advent) 

 9.15 am Parish Eucharist at Seend 

11.00 am Parish Eucharist at Bulkington 

 6.00 pm Evensong at Poulshot 

Sunday 16
th

 December 2018 (3
rd

 Sunday of Advent) 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Seend 

 9.15 am Morning Praise at Bulkington  

11.00 am Parish Eucharist at Poulshot 

 6.00 pm Evensong at Seend 

Thursday 20
th

 December 2018 

 7.30 pm Carols by Candlelight at Seend 

Sunday 23
rd

 December 2018 (4
th

 Sunday of Advent) 

 9.15 am Matins at Poulshot 

10.00 am Crib Service at Seend  

 6.00 pm Carol service at Bulkington 

Monday 24
th

 December 2018 (Christmas Eve)  
 2.00 pm Crib service at Bulkington 

 6.00 pm  Carol service at Poulshot 

11.30 pm Midnight Eucharist at Seend 

Tuesday 25
th

 December 2018 (Christmas Day) 

 9.15 am Festal Eucharist at Poulshot 

 9.15 am Festal Eucharist at Bulkington 

11.00 am Festal Eucharist at Seend 

Sunday 30
th

 December 2018 (First Sunday of Christmas) 

10.00 am Benefice Eucharist at Bulkington 

Sunday 6
th

 January 2019 (Epiphany) 

 8.00 am Holy Communion at Seend 

 9.15 am Parish Eucharist at Poulshot 

11.00 am Morning Praise at Seend 

 6.00 pm Evening Prayer at Bulkington 

Sunday 13
th

 January 2019 (Epiphany 2) 

 9.15 am Parish Eucharist at Seend 

 11.00 am Parish Eucharist at Bulkington 

 6.00 pm Evensong at Poulshot 

Sunday 20
th

 January 2019 (Epiphany 3) 

 8.00 am Holy Communion at Seend 

 9.15 am Morning Praise at Bulkington 

11.00 am Parish Eucharist at Poulshot 

 6.00 pm Evensong at Seend 

Sunday 27
th

 January 2019 (Epiphany 4) 

 9.15 am Matins at Poulshot 

11.00 am Parish Eucharist at Seend 

 6.00 pm Parish Eucharist at Bulkington 
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Every Tuesday at 9am there is a short Benefice service of Matins (BCP) at Poulshot 

church. 
 

From the registers 

 

Baptism: 

We welcome into God‟s family; 

Thea Bartholomew who was baptised at Poulshot on 4
th

 November 

Thomas Garner who was baptised at Seend on 4
th
 November 

 

Marriage: 

We celebrate with; 

Daniel Guilmant and Sara Davey who were married at Seend on 2
nd

 November 

Leo Springate and Emma Brocklehurst who were married at Seend on 17
th
 November 

 

Funerals: 

We commit to God‟s safekeeping; 

Joyce Brand whose funeral took place at Seend on 25
th
 October 

David Hargeaves whose funeral took place at Poulshot on 29
th

 October  

Christopher Whitehead whose funeral took place at Seend on 5
th
 November 

Derek Bullen whose funeral took place at Poulshot on 15
th

 November 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SEEND METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

This year‟s Christmas poem, by Anne Lewin, from „Watching the Kingfisher‟: 

 

If it‟s the thought that counts 

what were they thinking of 

to give him these, Gold 

Frankincense and Myrrh? 

Extraordinary gifts to give a child. 

When Mary pondered, later, on these things, 

I wonder if she thought that 

these are given to all –  

Gold: our potential, gifts that make us 

royal, each in our own domain; 

Incense: our aspirations, prayers 

and dreams, calling us on; 

Myrrh: soothing healing for our pain. 

Not gifts for children, 

but like him, we‟ll grow.  
                      

I love giving gifts – even more than receiving them – but this time of the year does 

not have to be expensive and at the crippling expense of the planet, our mental health 

and our bank balances. How about this year our Christmas present buying is about 
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organic, living wage, fair-trade, plastic-free, sustainable, experiences, small business, 

locally made....  But also, considering each person you are buying for, gifts that 

enhance their potential; encourage their self-esteem as a unique precious human 

person; fuel their aspirations, encourage their dreams; soothe and heal painful places.  

You are most welcome to join us at your local churches and chapels to celebrate and 

to learn again of the greatest gift ever given, who came as a helpless baby, who 

would grow into those gifts and share them freely and extravagantly with all. 

May the blessing of the Prince of Peace be with you and your families as you prepare 

for and celebrate this Christmas.     God bless. 

Wendy <>< 

Seend Methodist Church Services 
 

9
th

 December    10am  Rev Wendy Tucker with Holy Communion 

23
rd

 December  10am  Mr Eric Clifford 

13
th
 January      10am  Rev Wendy Tucker – Covenant Service & Holy Communion 

27
th
 January      10am  Mrs Isobel Smears 

                  Everyone always welcome, Anne Salter. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

BULKINGTON NEWS 
 

 BULKINGTON BONFIRE NIGHT 
A big thank you to all involved with the Bulkington bonfire and fireworks this year. 

An estimated over 100 hours of free volunteered time was spent planning and 

facilitating the event on the night. Thank you all, we couldn‟t do it without you. 

Ian Pendlebery  

BULKINGTON VILLAGE HALL  

 

Things have not gone too well of late for our pleasant little village hall – we recently 

lost our Monday Morning Ladies Exercise Class due to insufficient numbers of 

regular attendees. A while back, we lost our Choir Practice group and the Model 

Engineers gauge „0‟ railway. We have regular bills to pay and at present derive our 

income from an increasingly fewer regular sources – the Omni Art group, the Parish 

Council, occasional elections, band practices and charitable events. To be rather blunt 

– we need to use our hall more or perhaps we will lose it and then we will have 

nowhere to vote either. The hall is not expensive to rent at less than £5 an hour and 

only a few years ago a lot of villagers put a lot of sweat and effort into re-building 

and modernising the place. So please give a little thought and consider if you could 

use it occasionally. 

In early October we had a committee meeting at which the ownership of our hall was 

discussed. Most of the committee were aware of, and had seen a conveyance 

document dated in the late 1960s written in mostly incomprehensible „legalese‟ but 

the whereabouts of the title deeds were rather vaguely uncertain. A search of the 
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Government Land Registry revealed that the hall had never been registered and it was 

decided to take (at minimum cost) legal advice to establish ownership and to try to 

locate the deeds to the property. Mr Bailey of Audrey, Bailey & Douglas (Devizes) 

advised that the Trustees act as owners and that the title deeds are in his company‟s 

vaults. There are various advantages to registering the hall which will be discussed at 

the next committee meeting on Thursday 6
th

 December with a view to registering it.  

Nev Boulton Vice Chairman. 
 

BULKINGTON LADIES’ GROUP 

Don‟t forget our Handbell entertainment on Thursday 29
th
 Nov at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall, followed by cheese and wine and the usual raffle. Visitors will be very 

welcome. On Thursday 13
th

 Dec we are having a Christmas lunch at The Well in 

Bulkington. If you haven‟t already done so, please give your menu choice to Karen 

asap. Our January meeting will be a planning meeting on Thursday 24
th

 at 7.30 pm in 

the Village Hall. Please bring some ideas for our 2019 programme. 

We wish everyone a very happy Christmas. 

Liz Futter 828485 Karen Lock 828328 
 

 

All welcome to 

THE TEA, CRAFT AND CHAT SOCIAL GROUP 

for the Wellsprings Benefice 
 

We next meet from 2– 4pm at 4 Northfields on Monday 3
rd

 December 

and Millcroft on Monday 7
th

 January 

Contact Anne Saywell 828931 and Thelma Boulton 828101 respectively 

Bring your own craft item or leave it at home and just come and chat! 

All welcome to 
 

 

The Church-hosted Bulkington Village Lunch will take place  

on Wednesday 5th December at 12.15pm at The Well. 

Contact Phyl Yarde in advance for the menu (828116).  

New people are always welcome to join us. 

It is a good social event for the entire village and area.  
 

 
 

BBeenn eeff ii ccee  BBUUZZZZZZZZ  GGrr oouu pp   

ww ii ll ll   mm eeeett   oonn   WWeedd nn eessdd aa yy   55 tt hh   DDeecceemm bb eerr   aa tt   33   pp mm   

aatt  tthhee  hhoommee  ooff  PPaauulleettttee  BBrreemmnneerr  MMiillnnee  aatt  BBeeaarr  CCoottttaaggee,,  PPoouullsshhoott,,  tteell..  

882288552277..  EEvveerryyoonnee  iiss  wweellccoommee  ttoo  tthhiiss  iinnffoorrmmaall  aanndd  pplleeaassaanntt  ggrroouupp,,  

lleedd  bbyy  RReevv..  JJaannee  KKnnoowwlleess  PPlleeaassee  cchheecckk  ffoorr  JJaannuuaarryy  ddaattee  nneeaarreerr  tthhee  ttiimmee..  
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The Mobile Library will visit the car-park of The Well in Bulkington on  

Monday 10
th
 December and Monday 7th January, 11.05-11.30am. Please support this. 

It really could be a case of use it or lose it. 
 

 

BULKINGTON 100 CLUB 
 

The November draw was held at the Village Lunch in The Well. The winners were :- 

   £40  No. 52   Gina Grainger 

   £30  No. 24   Victoria Shackleton 

   £20  No. 8    Simon Oliphant 

   £15  No. 65   Alec King 

Congratulations to the winners! Our Big Bumper Draw will take place in 

December with prizes starting at £75 so good luck to all our members! 
  

 

SEEND CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS 

 

SEEND SHUTTLE COMMUNITY BUS 
  

Salisbury Shopping Shuttle 

The monthly Shopping Shuttle for December is unfortunately fully 

booked. As per custom there will be no Shopping Shuttle in January. The first Shuttle 

for 2019 will be on Wednesday 6th February. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Thanks, Rex 

(You can find the Shuttle’s scheduled services timetable and private hire info on the 

village website: www.seend.org.uk and just click on ‘Seend Shuttle. ) 
 

 

 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

This month we remember: 

John Merchant   12
th
 Bn Gloucestershire Regt    5

th
 Dec 1918 

Matthew George Pearce  9
th

 Bde HQ Royal Field Arty    11
th

 Dec 1918 

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old, age shall not weary them nor the 

years condemn, at the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember 

them. 
 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY / ARMISTICE DAY (11th November 2018) 

What a perfect day to celebrate the 100
th
 anniversary of the end of the First World 

War. After a dismal weather forecast, the day dawned under a cloudless sky with 

sunshine which lasted all day, ending with the biggest new moon I have ever seen to 

welcome in the new era.  

A large contingent consisting of representatives from The Royal British Legion, the 

1
st
 Bowerhill Beaver, Cub and Scout Group and the Seend School mustered at the end 

of Church Walk and marched to Church under command of our new Chairman Mr 

http://www.seend.org.uk/
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Robin Heatley. The parade paused at the War Memorial where wreaths were laid by 

representatives of The Royal British Legion,The Royal Air Force, Seend Parish 

Council, The 1
st
 Bowerhill Scout Group, The 1

st
 Bowerhill Cubs, the 1

st
 Bowerhill 

Beavers, the Women‟s Institute and Seend School.  

 It then moved into church where the names of those from the village who had given 

their lives in both World Wars and subsequent operations were read out by Mr Robin 

Heatley. Mr Leo Coley, a veteran of World War II, spoke the Exhortation and, after 

the two minutes silence had been observed, Colonel Knocker spoke the Kohima 

Epitaph. The Standard of The Royal British Legion and the flags of the Scouts 

Brownies and cubs were placed on and around the altar for the duration of the 

service. The service was once again taken by the Revd Jane Knowles and the Church 

was packed to capacity, with many people having to stand. 

POPPY COLLECTION. The usual team of Poppy Sellers toured the village during 

the fortnight leading up to Remembrance Day. Our grateful thanks go to all the 

collectors and those who so generously donated, and also to Kevin Toft for organising 

and co-ordinating the whole event. 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be held in the Kennet 

Room of the Community Centre on Thursday 24
th

 January 2019 at 1930hrs. 

Roger Brind 

100+ CLUB DRAW 

The results of the Lye Field 100+ Club draw for November are as follows:- 
£30.00 No. 084 Mrs S McCulloch 

£25.00 No. 112 Mr P Jackson 

£20.00 No. 033 Mr A Bailey 

£15.00 No. 036 Mr L Warren 

£10.00 No. 030 Mrs A Hutchinson 

Congratulations to all the winners.  

We are urgently in need of someone to take on the administration of the 100+ 

Club as Steven and I are temporarily relocating overseas. Please contact us on 

steven@cubberley.com if you would like more details.        

Karen Cubberley, Seend Lye field Committee 
 

 

SEEND VILLAGE FETE 2019 
Firstly, our sincere apologies for the excessive delay in thanking 

everyone for their help in 2018! Despite the rain, we had an amazing time and most 

importantly, we managed to raise some money for the village thanks to the generous 

support from those who attended and the businesses who gifted us donations. 

 

The time has come to start thinking about 2019, the big 60 years, and we need some 

help from you. We would like to know how you want to mark this huge milestone. 

Any suggestions/ideas are most welcome. Send them to seendfete@gmail.com or 

mailto:steven@cubberley.com
mailto:seendfete@gmail.com
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alternatively leave a message on our Facebook page. 

 

The Fete was started in 1959 as a fundraiser to build the Irene Usher Hall and it has 

been a very successful village event ever since. It's a celebration of all things Seend 

and bringing the community and generations closer together. We want it to continue 

to be a popular attraction in Wiltshire. The Fete is looking for some new faces to help 

us continue this important tradition.  

 

Chris and Jean Gosling have helped run the Fete for the past three years and have 

provided a much needed voice and support throughout. We would like to thank them 

both dearly for the time and support given and wish them a very happy (and quiet) 

retirement! This now leaves us a committee of two (Nicole and I)! If you would like 

to get involved, we‟d like to hear from you. All messages to seendfete@gmail.com. 

 

We will be sending out updates in the coming months via Spotlight, Facebook and 

Twitter so please keep an eye open for news and information.  

 

We wish everyone a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Liam Bergin 

SEEND POETRY GROUP 
We normally meet in each other‟s homes every six weeks, but our next meeting is our 

New Year‟s Party in the upstairs Village Room of the Community Centre at 7.45pm 

on Tuesday 8
th

 January. We shall be sharing poems about love (not necessarily the 

romantic kind), bringing vegan nibbles (somebody‟s New Year resolution!) buying 

drinks from the bar and playing poetry-related games. If you enjoy poetry this is a 

good chance to come and meet the group and see if you would like to join us. 

  

SEEND WI 
 At our November meeting, we were entertained by Daphne 

Atkinson, when she regaled us with strange and amusing activities 

that take place on specific dates in the year. 

Members had taken wrapped presents for the Wiltshire Federation to distribute to 

vulnerable people at Christmas. There was a prize for the best wrapped present. 

Details were finalized for our 12
th
 December meeting, when members will enjoy 

seasonal celebrations and fun together with a “bring-a-dish” supper and Secret Santa. 

Additional entertainment will be courtesy of Aksana Ukulele Band. 

It was also noted that WI had once again placed a wreath on 11
th
 November at Seend 

War Memorial, in memory of the fallen. Members also voted to send a donation 

towards a new WW1 Memorial seat, to be placed in Seend Churchyard. 

There will be no Craft afternoon in December. The next Craft afternoon will be on 

Thursday 17
th

 January 2019. 2 pm to 4pm in the Pavilion. You don‟t have to be a 

member of the WI to take part. 

mailto:seendfete@gmail.com
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 All meetings take place in the Pavilion, Rusty Lane, Seend at 7.30 p.m. on the 

second Wednesday of the month unless otherwise notified. For more information, 

please contact Joyce Harvey on 01380 828511 or check www.seendwi.weebly.com 
 

HISTORIC HOUSES CLUB, AGM 

We have had some really interesting visits this year, by coach or 

Shuttle on varying days of the week. Longford Castle, Madresfield, Berkeley Castle, 

Highclere Castle, and Sudeley Castle were all very much enjoyed. 

Please make a note of the date of our AGM which will be held on Thursday 7
th

 

February 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Irene Usher Pavilion. New members and visitors will 

be very welcome. Any members unable to come please let me know. 

Mary Warren, 01225707 357 or Len Murray 

 

SEEND AND DISTRICT THEATRE CLUB AGM 
The Club is now in its 20th year. Membership has gradually increased 

from the initial 35 to around 100, some of whom come from Devizes 

and surrounding villages. 

The AGM will be held on 31st January 2019 in the Pavilion, Rusty Lane at 7.30pm. 

We have a very interesting speaker to entertain us after the business and the paying of 

annual subs (currently £5) is completed. New members are always welcome.      

                                                                                              Sylvia Ewin 01380 828325 

 
SEEND FAWLTY PLAYERS’ 40TH PANTOMIME 

Prepare yourself for our first attempt at „Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs‟ since 

1996! It‟s our 40
th

 village pantomime, and will be performed in Seend Community 

Centre at 7.30pm on Thursday and Friday 21
st
 and 22

nd
 February and at 7pm on 

Saturday 23
rd

 February. Expect the usual fun and nonsense with an additional 

celebratory feel. We will be particularly pleased to see previous members of the 

Fawlties at any of the three performances. 
 

SEEND & DISTRICT RAMBLERS  

24 walkers took part in the weekend away, basing ourselves at The 

Valley of Rocks Hotel in Lynton. The sun shone throughout, which made 

the walking so enjoyable. We climbed to various heights to achieve 

spectacular views. On our second walk we followed forest tracks and 

fields with undulating terrain; again – lovely scenery throughout. Thanks are 

extended to Sandy and Wendy for sourcing and organising this venue and to Gerald, 

Lin, Sheila and Terry for planning the walks.  

On Friday 16
th

 November 22 members experienced a good evening with a meal at 

The Greyhound, Bromham. 
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Sunday 18
th

 November, Colin and Denny organised a walk of 5 miles commencing 

from the drive-way leading to Chalfield Manor. (It was a beautiful walk! Ed.) 

Sunday 16
th

 December, Penny and Ron will be organising a walk from Keevil to 

Steeple Ashton and back, via a different route, with a distance of approx. 4 miles. 

Sunday 13
th

 January 2019, Sandy and Tim will be leading a walk and members will 

be notified via email when details are known. 

Thanks to all the committee for all that they have done during the year with the club 

at heart. We have had a fantastic year; it just leaves me to wish everyone a really 

joyous Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

Ke.e.e.p Walking. 

 Lin Salter 01225 706451 

 

 

SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE  
New committee members required 

Seend Community Centre is looking for two new management 

committee members, as Steve and Karen Cubberley are off to the 

other side of world for a couple of years. 

  

Steve is Membership Secretary, so we need one of those. He also supports our IT 

efforts and manages our website. Karen is responsible for Happenings and both of 

them have supported the Centre in a multitude of ways, as anyone who has been to 

one of our events (particularly BBQs) will have noticed. 

  

We don‟t expect to recruit people to fulfil all of these roles but we DO need a 

Membership Secretary urgently. Anyone interested in finding out more can ask – 

without any commitment – a member of the committee or get in touch with me 

directly at hattysc@gmail.com or on 01380 828380. 

  

Hatty Stafford Charles, Chairman, Management Committee 

See the events section at the beginning of this magazine and find us on facebook. 

www.seendcommunitycentre.com – bookings 07703 814111. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SEEND SCHOOL NEWS 

The school council organised fundraising for Children in Need and raised 

£145 by dressing up in pyjamas / spotty clothes and having a guess the 

name of the dog and guess the sweets in the jar competition. 

Several children proudly represented the school at the Remembrance Day service on 

11
th
 November and laid a poppy filled cross. This continues a strong partnership with 

the local branch of The Royal British Legion as we now also are home to a 

commemorative plaque, remembering the fallen soldiers of Seend. 

mailto:hattysc@gmail.com
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On Friday 23
rd

, the children returned to school (once again in pyjamas) for a bedtime 

story evening, a biscuit and mug of hot chocolate. Staff read stories, whilst 

parents enjoyed a cuppa and browsed books in the scholastic book fare.  

The Christmas fete is on December 7
th

 at 6pm in the school hall and in 

the classrooms. We have an extensive raffle, the usual stalls and of course 

Father Christmas in his grotto.  

The children took part in a holiday learning challenge over half term. To 

commemorate 100 years since women got the vote, the children were asked to 

research and present information about an inspirational women, either past or present. 

A wonderful mix of ideas have been handed in covering women from all walks of life 

and these are now proudly on display. Have a look on our Twitter page for a glimpse 

of their work. (@Seendschool). 

Jackie Chalke, Headteacher 
 

SEEND PLAYGROUP NEWS 
Please come to our Christmas Fayre on 1

st
 December in the Community 

Centre from 2-4pm and bring the family. £1 entry for adults. We have Father 

Christmas reading a story to the children, and an elf helping to give out 

presents. 31 tables are booked with lots of ideas for Christmas presents and 

there are lots of great prizes in the raffle. The bar will be open.  

Rose Dick (Playleader) 828003  
 

SEEND PARISH COUNCIL 

NB. The following minutes are a shortened version of the full minutes taken at the 

Parish Council meeting on 30
th
 October 2018. These have not yet been ratified by the 

Parish Council and may be subject to change. A full copy of the minutes can be found 

on our website: www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

The meeting held on 30
th
 October was attended by five Councillors with Mr James in 

the Chair, Councillor Jonathon Seed and Mrs Sue Bond (Clerk). Apologies received 

from Mrs A‟Bear, Mrs Akerman, Mr Manning, Mr Padfield and Mr Wiltshire. 

  

Minutes and Matters Arising: The Minutes of the 25
th
 September meeting were 

approved. WW1 Bench – Minute no: 2018/74.1. The Clerk has applied for an Area 

Board grant to help finance the bench. The Seend branch of the RBL has drafted the 

inscription to go on the bench. It was suggested the RBL might like to consider a 

short dedication ceremony after the WW1 bench has been put in position. Wreath – 

Minute no: 2018/85.4 – The wreath for the Chairman of the Parish Council to lay at 

the war memorial on Remembrance Sunday has been bought. Phone Box and 

Defibrillator for Sells Green – Minute no 2018/74.2 The phone box has now been 

renovated. Thanks go to John and Kate Williams, Terry James and Sue Bond for 

undertaking the work. The Clerk reported that the BHF grant application to help 

purchase a defibrillator had been successful. The Parish Council had now also 

http://www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk/
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received the Community Benefit money from the Sandridge Solar Farm. This, along 

with the monies raised by The Three Magpies and the donation given last Christmas, 

will all help to purchase the defibrillator, cabinet and its installation costs. 

 

Police Matters - The following incidents had been reported:  

9
th

 September - single vehicle RTC - Lamb on The Strand - no injuries. 

26
th
 September - at 11.54pm. Person was cut free by Devizes firefighters following a 

2-vehicle crash in the High Street. Casualty taken to hospital by ambulance. 

2
nd

 October – RTC  Bell Hill. Driver went into side of vehicle turning into driveway. 

A warning has been issued that there are 2 white transit vans going around the area 

menacing, being aggressive and distracting residents while they look around 

property. They have been seen in Cooks Close and Inmarsh. 

Neighbourhood Plan - Mrs Vince reported that the Consultants Place Studios were 

currently working on the community heritage aspect of the village and the results of 

the local green space survey. The list of potential sites for housing development had 

now been published on the NPSG website. She reiterated that the sites are simply a 

list of locations, so may not meet the guidelines or be suitable for development. 

Highway Matters  

CATG – The Chairman reported that he had attended the CATG meeting, and the 

following items were discussed: 

Church Crossing – The cost of this had come in at £900 under budget. The saving to 

be split three ways. For the Parish Council, the cost would be approximately £1400 

instead of £1700 as had been originally estimated. But this is still to be confirmed. 

The Chairman had asked if there was any way that the crossing could be made more 

visible, but was told that this was not possible at this time. Councillor Seed advised 

that the Parish Council review it at a later date, and if they wanted any further 

improvements such as painting the road, to go back to CATG. Metro Count – Seend 

High Street This was approved by CATG and will go ahead after the Bell Hill road 

works have been completed. To be sited between the Lye Field and the Manor House. 

The Chairman had asked the Senior Highways Engineer if the 30mph speed limit 

could be extended further down Bell Hill, but was told that this was not possible as 

the spread of housing was too sparse. He also asked if rumble strips could be installed 

at the top of Bollands Hill, but this was deemed too noisy for nearby residents. 

Councillors were also disappointed with Wiltshire Council‟s negative response to our 

request for a “not suitable for HGVs” sign to be placed at the top of Bollands Hill. 

 Speed Indicator Signs - The Chairman also asked CATG whether Wiltshire 

Highways approved of the speed indicator signs and was told they did provided they 

were placed properly and moved at regular intervals. Councillor Seed cited the 

example of Steeple Ashton which had these signs at each end of the village, and the 

Parish Steward was asked to move them periodically. This seemed to work well, and 

he suggested that Seend could do the same. The Parish Council may discuss the 

purchase of a speed indicator sign for the High Street at the Precept meeting. 
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Planning Matters –  

Planning Ref: 18/09351/TCA 

Site Location: Church of the Holy Cross, Seend 

Proposal: Common Ash – Fell Resolution: All Councillors voted in favour. 

Planning Ref: 18/09740/FUL 

Site Location: Broad Lane Farm, Broad Lane, Seend 

Proposal: Change of use of units 4c, 5, 7a, 7b, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, to B1, B2 and 

B8 use. All Councillors voted in favour of approving the application.  

Planning Ref: 18/10213/TPO 

Site Location: The Vicarage, High Street, Seend 

Proposal:- Fell the following trees 

T1 - Yew T7 - Sycamore T8 - Acacia T9 - Acacia T11 - Acacia T13 –  

Holly T14 - Sycamore T16 - Horse Chestnut T18 - Acacia T19 - Acacia  

T21 - Acacia T22 - Sycamore T23 - Sycamore T24 - Sycamore  

T25 – Acacia T26 - Laurel T28 – Acacia T12 - Horse Chestnut tree - reduce to 

prevent overhanging and clear overhead cables. 
 

Councillors expressed confusion over the tree numbering that did not tally with the 

TPO numbers. A proposal was made that trees T8, T9, T11, T13 and T26 should not 

be felled as they are neither diseased, dying nor causing a danger. These trees are set 

in a conservation area which has some amenity value and character. Approval, 

however, should be given to the remaining trees to be either felled or pruned as per 

the application. However, for those trees that were subject to earlier planning 

applications: 18/01086/TCA (pruning of Sycamore T2) and 18/08176/TPO (pruning 

of Horse Chestnut T3), the decision should still stand. The decision to refuse the 

application 18/02005/TPO the felling of the Horse Chestnut T1 should not be 

superseded by any other application. All Councillors voted in favour of this response. 

Electoral Boundary Review - Councillor Seed reported that Wiltshire Council‟s 

formal response to the Review had recommended that Seend Parish would be put 

with Bulkington, Poulshot, Potterne, Marston, Worton and Coulston to form a new 

division under the Devizes Area Board. Seend Parish Council‟s draft response to the 

Electoral Boundary Review stated that Seend Parish wished to retain its close links 

with the Melksham area, and to stay with the Melksham Area Board. All Councillors 

agreed that this response be sent to the LGBC. 

Rights of Way - The Clerk had circulated a letter from the Senior Rights of Way 

Warden asking for the Parish Council‟s support to replace 17 stiles with kissing gates 

on footpaths SEEN18 and SEEN20. 11 of the 17 were inside Seend‟s parish 

boundary. The Clerk had also received and circulated an email request from West 

Wilts Ramblers asking the PC to donate £759 to help with their application for an 

Area Board Grant to cover the cost of the installation of the kissing gates. Whilst 

keen to support the project, Councillors expressed some concern about giving such a 

high amount which had not been budgeted for. The Chairman proposed that we 

commit to making a contribution of £600. All Councillors agreed this response. 
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Financial Matters 

There were 16 cheques for signature. 

¶ Bank reconciliation to end of April 2018 - £30,600.74 

The next Parish Council meetings are 29
th

 January 2019 and 26
th

 February 2019 
 

NEWS FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 

November seems to have become a month of autumn rather than winter as our 

seasons seem to change. This changes the way local government does business. 

Leaves fall well into December whereas in bygone years the “fall” was associated 

with earlier months. The combination of leaves and heavy rain often produce local 

flooding as smaller drains struggle to cope having been inactive for months. The local 

solution is for locals to identify these critical and potentially difficult drains and 

quietly pull back the leaves on a morning walk. Many towns and villages have Flood 

Wardens as well as public spirited locals who have “adopted” specific drains and this 

makes a huge difference to flood alleviation - British public spirit at its best. 

Wiltshire Council has been at the forefront of organising its finances in such a way 

that we can both live within our means and deliver local services. This is an 

increasing challenge when central government continues to cut local funding and the 

demands of the vulnerable on the remaining funds increase. Councils are having to 

spend well over 70% of their budgets on adult social care and children‟s services 

leaving less and less for the services used by the vast majority of the population. 

Wiltshire Council has encouraged the very local tier of local government to take on 

services that it cannot hope to deliver in the current financial climate. Services such 

as public toilets (now rates free thanks to the latest Budget), grass cutting, local parks 

etc. are being passed to towns and parishes by Wiltshire Council. This often means a 

small increase in local precept but it does mean that these local services will continue 

to be delivered. This process has recently achieved national recognition with the 

Local Government Minister singling out Wiltshire as an exemplar for finding new 

ways of delivering important local services in partnership with local Councils. 

On 11
th

 November we stood still to remember the fallen. This Remembrance Sunday 

happened to coincide with the silence that fell over the Western Front exactly one 

hundred years ago and all of our local communities were able to spend time focusing 

on just what that meant to our towns and villages on this very poignant day. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all local residents of Seend and 

Bulkington a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 Jonathon Seed 

SEEND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC NEWS 

 

Nothing for this edition. We suspect Frankie is too busy doing all the 

Christmas shopping and cooking, but he‟ll be back for February. Any 

sports news for inclusion in the next edition to him by January 11
th

 please. 

 Frankie Goddard on 01380 828488. 
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BITS AND BOBS 

THE SEEND FUND – Your local fund 
 

Remember the Seend Fund is your local fund. Anyone living in or closely associated 

with Seend can apply by e-mailing the secretary (anitashea@hotmail.co.uk) or 

writing to her at 34 Seend Cleeve, Melksham SN12 6PY. If you find yourself in 

financial difficulties the fund might be able to help with anything from school 

uniforms to heating bills. Don't hesitate to send details, saying how much you need, 

what it is for and when you need it by. Even if the fund has helped you before, your 

request will be sympathetically and confidentially considered. Although the fund is 

intended to help individuals, if there are any organisations or groups who need 

support to include someone with special needs in an educational activity, or who 

know of members who are struggling financially, the Fund may be able to help. 

 

 
 

STEEPLE ASHTON FILMS Steeple Ashton Village Hall 

We look forward to seeing you on January 19
th
 for “Mamma Mia – Here 

we go again!”. Tickets £6 available from Steeple Ashton Village Shop or 

can be reserved. Please ring Alison Wilson on 01380 871345. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  The Arts Society North Wiltshire 
We are a friendly group who enjoy hearing about a wide range of arts based subjects. 

Many people from Seend already enjoy our lectures – come and join us! We meet in 

the Melksham Assembly rooms, from 10am coffee and chat, 11am lecture. 

Wednesday 5
th

 December - Singe We Yule – A Musical Portrait of a Medieval 

Christmas Sarah Deere-Jones 

Wednesday 9th January  - Painting the Modern Garden: Monet to Matisse by 

Lydia Bauman. 

Guest attendance £7 Annual Membership £42 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Market  Lavington  Christm as Country  Fair  

A big thank you to everyone who came to and/or supported the Christmas Country 

Fair in Market Lavington Community Hall on November 17
th
. We raised an excellent 

£1069 for ABF The Soldiers‟ Charity.                                                        Sue Bonney 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Devizes  Kats  & Kits  in  Care  Cat  Sanctuary  

Xmas Gift Stall 

Saturday 1
st
 December from 9am in The Brittox, Devizes 

Inexpensive stocking fillers, gifts, sweets, lucky dip, fudge, books, 

bric-a-brac and lots more 

Kats & Kits – your local sanctuary for elderly  

 and special needs cats. 07976 624770. 
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Christmas  Music  Events  

 

Christmas  Carols & Songs at  Cleeve House,  Seend 
Trowbridge Road, Seend, SN12 6PG 01380 827129 

led by The Seend Singers  

Wednesday 12th  December  at  7.30pm - Followed by refreshments  
Come and join our Christmas celebration. There will be a Collection in aid of 

Wiltshire Young Carers 

info@cleeve-house.com www.cleeve-house.com 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LAVINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR 

Evening of Festive Music including music by John Rutter & Lloyd Webber 

Friday December 21
st
, 7.30pm in Market Lavington Community Hall 

Tickets £8 including a light ploughman‟s supper followed by mince pies  

at your table!! 

Tickets available from Devizes Books and Market Lavington Post Office-
___________________________________________________________ 

MELKSHAM  CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

  

SATURDAY 8TH DECEMBER  
At 7.30pm in the Baptist Church in Old Broughton Road near Lidl in 

Melksham. It will include Handel's Messiah (part one) and Vaughan 

Williams Fantasia on Christmas Carols with excellent soloists and organist. 

Tickets in advance are £10 or £12 on the door and will include coffee and 

mince pies. The able bodied will be asked to sit on pews in the gallery. Do 

bring a cushion. Email me, anitashea@hotmail.com if you would like tickets.  

_______________________________________________________ 

"Carols: 'Mediaeval to Modern' 

 including Traditional and Seasonal favourites" 
with conductor Philip Springate 

Saturday 8
th 

December at St. Mary's Church Calne at 7.30pm.  

Tickets £10 at the door, via www.calnechoral.co.uk or any choir member. 

_______________________________________________ 
 

WHITE HORSE OPERA'S CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
in St John's Church on Wednesday 19th December at 7.30 pm. 

Stunning music in a gorgeous setting, with mulled wine, mince pies and a chance to 

sing along to your favourite carols. Get your tickets now from Devizes Books 

or www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:info@cleeve-house.com
http://www.calnechoral.co.uk/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera
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The Annual Edington Arts Advent Concert.  
The choir of Keble College Oxford with a programme of carols and 

Advent music at Edington Priory Church on Saturday 1
st
 December, 

at 7.30pm. Mulled wine & mince pies will be served in the interval. 

This concert has been sold out for the past two years, so don‟t delay. Tickets are £20 

front nave and choir stalls, £15 rear nave and raised sides, and £10 sides. 18 and 

under FREE. Ring Chrissy on 01380 831256, or email Sue on sue@edingtonarts.org . 
 

 

Edington Priory Church 

EVIE'S CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

The Philomel Singers and Staverton School Choir 

with outstanding young soloists 

Saturday, 15
th

 December at 7.30pm 
Concert in aid of the Evie's Gift Charity - Admission Free - Retiring Collecton 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cantamus Chamber Choir 

Christmas concert in the beautiful setting of Holy Trinity Church, Bradford on Avon 

on Tuesday December 18
th 

at
 
7.30pm. Tickets: £10/£5 students & under 18s 

available from Wiltshire Music Centre on: 01225 860100  wiltshiremusic.org.uk 

 (https//www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk/whats-on/what-sweeter-music) 
 

Directed by Michael Daniels, from the swinging rhythms of a jazz carol by Will Todd 

to the gentle strains of “What Sweeter Music” by John Rutter, it has many delights. 

Enriched with readings, mince pies and wine, what sweeter music could there be? 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

And finallyé 
 

We were so poor when I was a child that at Christmas I would get a packet 

of batteries with a label saying ‘Toy not included’. 
 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

to all our readers and contributors! 

mailto:sue@edingtonarts.org
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USEFUL CONTACTS: Please tell Spotlight if your group’s contact details change 

Church: Revd Ali Bridewell. 01380 739064. Revd Joshva John, 01380 828137. Benefice 

Administrator: Mrs Sue Taylor 01225 709360. Churchwardens: Seend: Len Murray, 828513, 

Mrs Tina Yockney 827139; Bulkington: Mrs Liz Futter 828485, Mrs Anne Saywell 828931; 

LPAs: Jane Goman 827121, Liz Futter 828485, Rosie Forsey 828843, Len Murray 828513, Sue 

Noad 870343, Sue Rose 871665, Hilary Hutchings 828129, Tina Yockney 827139.  

Bell Tower Captain: L Murray 828513. 

Irene Usher Memorial Hall (The Pavilion) Bookings - Richard Walker on 828250  

Bulkington Village Hall - Nev Boulton 828101 or Roger Futter 828485 

Seend Community Centre - 828796. Bookings: 07703 814111. Seendcommunitycentre.com 

Seend Shuttle: Enquiries: seendshuttle@gmail.com or Alison 07951 030491 

Seend Parish Council Clerk – Mrs Sue Bond 07706 850859 www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk 

Seend’s Wiltshire Councillor - Jonathon Seed 01380 850695 jonathon.seed@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Seend Village Website: www.seend.org.uk – webmaster Neil Yockney 827139.  

Seend School - 828334 

Bulkington Website: www.bulkington.org.uk  

Rights of Way Warden – Paul Millard, 01225 712821 

Seend Fund: 01380 828757  

MP Claire Perry, 01380 729358 (M-F 9.30am-1pm) claire.perry.mp@parliament.uk 

MEP - Graham Watson 01458 252265. Melksham Area Board – 07917 721371 

Police: PCSO Maggie Ledbury ( Internal:101 Ext 77436089 or Mobile: 07471028939 

100+Club Draw – Karen & Steve Cubberley – steven@cubberley.com - tel: 828423 

Book Clubs - the original: Sylvia Ewin 828325 - the other: Frank Teasdale 828617(+ Brewery) 

Bouncy Club – Rebecca De Voogd 07840 382351 

Cricket Club - John Wiltshire 07791 144248 

Fawlty Players Panto Group - Tessa Doe 828617& find Seend Village Pantomime on facebook 

Fete – Liam Bergin – liam@thirdberg.com or 07738 269739  

Flower Show –Carole Vince 828579 

FoSS (Friends of Seend School) Peter Kay, friendsofseendschool@gmail.com 

Historic Houses Club - Mary Warren 01225707357 or Neil Yockney 827139  

LINK  Scheme - 075320 55560 

Lye Field Committee – www.seendlyefield.org  

Neighbourhood Watch - Brian Hunt (Seend) 828581; Cavan Moroney (Sells Green) 828606; 

Owen Burton (Seend Cleeve) 828820; John Scott (Bulkington) 828026. 

Preschool - Rose Dick (Playleader) 828003 

Poetry Group - Tessa Doe 828617 

Ramblers - Gerald Salter 01225 706451 

Royal British Legion - Roger Brind 828830  

Seend CLT ï www.seend clt.org info@seendclt.org 

Seend Singers - Bob McCulloch 828508 

Short Mat Bowls Club - Colin Waldeck 828946 

Table tennis ï Chris Brooker, 828047 

Tennis Club - Ric Ellinger 828687 

Theatre Club - Sylvia Ewin 828325; Marion Whitehead 828612 

WEA – Tessa Doe 828617 

Wheelchairs to borrow - Sue and Graham Jones in Seend Cleeve, tel: 01380 828354  

WI - Fiona Johnson on 828401 and Gill Acornley 01225 707218 

Wine Circle – Steve Parsons 07974 347487 or Simon McManus 07896 711764 

mailto:seendshuttle@gmail.com
http://www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://www.seend.org.uk/
http://www.bulkington.org.uk/
mailto:liam@thirdberg.com
mailto:friendsofseendschool@gmail.com
http://www.seendlyefield.org/
mailto:info@seendclt.org
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-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Seend Post Office 

& Village Store 
01380 828250 

 

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 

FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

WINES BEERS & SPIRITS  

GROCERIES 

THE HEALTH LOTTERY 

POSTCARDS & STATIONERY 
 

 

 

Mon  9.00 - 5.30   9.00 - 5.30 

Tues  9.00 - 5.30   9.00 - 5.30 

Wed  9.00 - 5.30   9.00 - 4.30* 

Thurs  9.00 - 1.00   9.00 - 1.00 

Fri  9.00 - 5.30   9.00 - 5.30  

Sat  8.30 - 1.00   9.00 - 1.00 

Sun  9.00 - 10.30   Closed 

Bank  9.00 - 10.30   Closed 

Holidays  

    * note early closing 

   Village Store Post Office 


