Seend & Bulkington

30th April
Seend Community Centre
12 noon-11pm
Book early!

April 2016
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DIARY DATES FOR LATE MARCH
29th
30th
30th

Seend Parish Council meeting, Community Centre, 7.30pm
Nosh & Natter Lunch Club, Community Centre, 12 for 12.30pm
Brewery Inn fun quiz, 8pm

DIARY DATES FOR APRIL
1st
Seend Club membership renewal due
2nd
Grand Spring Quiz Night, Community Centre, 7.45pm
rd
3
Benefice AGM, Bulkington, 6pm
th
4
Mobile Library: 9.40am Seend The Lye; 10.05am Seend Cleeve phone box; 11.05am
Well Inn Car Park, Bulkington
6th
Shuttle Shopping Trip (book by Monday 4th)
10th Wedding Fair and Boot Sale, Cleeve House, 11am-3pm
11th Closing date for Rural Housing Needs Survey
12th Gardening Club AGM, Pavilion, 7.30pm
13th „Remembering Nepal‟ Cleeve House, 7-8.30pm
13th Melksham Area Board mtg, Semington Village Hall, 7- 9pm, coffee from 6.30pm
14th Link AGM, Pavilion, 7pm
16th LAST DAY FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO MAY SPOTLIGHT
16th Seend Churchyard Clean Up, 10am-noon
17th Seend Ramblers – details tba
19th Benefice AGM, Seend, 6pm
20th Nosh & Natter Lunch Club, Community Centre, 12 for 12.30pm
21st Seend WI Craft afternoon, Pavilion, 2-4pm
22nd English & French choirs in concert, Community Centre, 7.30pm
23rd British Legion St George‟s Day supper, Community Centre
26th Wessex Fuchsia Group, speaker Geoff Oke, Pavilion, 7.45pm
30th 16th Seend Beer Festival, Community Centre, 12 noon - 11pm
30th Omniart show, Bulkington Village Hall, until 8th May (closed Thursday)
DIARY DATES FOR MAY
1st
Café Church, Seend, 11am
rd
3
Start of Three-a-Side Skittles competition, Community Centre, 8pm
th
6
The Great Big Seend Pudding Event, Pavilion, 7pm
6th
Buzzzz Group, 4 Northfields, Bulkington, 4pm
th
10
Annual Parish Meeting, Pavilion, 7.30pm
Newcomer to Seend?
Call in at the shop/PO and ask for your copy of the Welcome booklet, which tells you all
you need to know about the village.
Visit www.seend.org.uk and the Spotlight facebook page:
www.facebook.com/seendspotlight
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Welcome to April 2016 Spotlight
There‟s a lot of activity going on amongst the flora and fauna of
Seend at this time of year, though one of your editorial team was
surprised to find a drone in their pond instead of the usual tadpoles
and tiddlers. It‟s been safely re-homed since.
As the Beer Festival is always the Saturday of the May Bank Holiday, it‟s usually in
May itself but as the Bank Holiday is 2nd May it‟s on April 30th this year, hence our
cover pic. It‟s always a great day – with a family atmosphere in the afternoon and
some serious partying in the evening. Just don‟t leave getting your tickets till too late
as the last two years have sold out. And we‟ve got quizzes, lunches, teas, arty and
crafty events, a few AGMs, a free choir concert, traditional St George‟s Day dinner
and a chance to help clear up Seend churchyard – and a request for garden openers.
Nick Vaux is our knight in shining armour this month as he has stepped in to take on
the chair of the village fete – so Seend Fete 2016 is going to happen after all. Phew!
We‟d like to point out a slight change in our policy: as we rarely get to publish at less
than our maximum of 28 pages of editorial because we attract so much material, in
future we are going to be a bit mean to people advertising events beyond the middle
of the following month - especially outside of our villages - i.e for this April issue
beyond the middle of May. We will put in edited info for such events and then a
fuller notice in the following edition. By doing so, we‟ve managed to keep this
edition to 24 pages, saving 710 sheets of paper and about an hour‟s printing time!
(We do, in any case, reserve the right to edit all material due to space limitations.)
Last but not least – a thank you for the thank you. A room full of Spotlight helpers
were splendidly fed and watered on 23rd March thanks to the generosity and culinary
skills of Joanna and Frankie Goddard. It was a lovely evening.
Spotlight Contacts: Contributions for the May 2016 edition (copy by Saturday
April 16th) can be mailed to spotlight@seend.org.uk or delivered to Seend Post
Office. Editors: Tessa Doe (01380 828617) and Sue Isaac (828461). Joanna Goddard
(828488) organises printing Mondays. Juli Wilfort types up the items left at Seend
PO. Fiona Johnson is the contact for delivery (828401) and Chris Brooker (828047)
for advertising. Do let Joanna or Fiona know if you can help to print or deliver.
Lost emails: Emails to Spotlight sometimes go astray for no obvious reason. If email
correspondents don‟t receive an acknowledgement by the end of the Monday after the
Spotlight deadline, please ring Tessa or Sue (see above) to check if all is well. And
please note the following. When sending emails to spotlight@seend.org.uk please
include the word SPOTLIGHT in uppercase as the first word of the Subject. This
will help the editorial team sifting through all the messages stopped by the SPAM
filter, which sometimes include genuine messages for SPOTLIGHT.
PDFs: We cannot normally use PDF files of posters etc as they require a specific
shape and space. Word documents give us the flexibility to adapt your wording and
pictures to fit the space available. Thanks.
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Village events in April and beyond
(For Bulkington events see pp.8-9)

Nosh and Natter Lunch Club

Wednesday 20th April in Seend Community Centre
Only £5 for two courses!
Please call 01380 828638 to book your place.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Seend Community Centre Grand Spring Quiz
Saturday April 2nd at 7.45pm

Quizmasters Graham Hickman and Tony Daly
Teams of up to four - £2 per head entry
Licensed Bar – Interval Snacks – Plenty of prizes (including for best team name)
Are you tough enough for the Wipe Out Round?
Call 01380 828617 to book in advance
and get two bowls of nibbles on your table instead of one!

Choirs in Concert
Friday April 22nd at 7.30pm
in Seend Community Centre
A Choral performance by two great choirs from Bath and France.
The Walcot State Choir and The Auch Escale Vocale, Musique du Monde.
Combined membership of 80.
Admission FREE, well-stocked bar and food will be on hand. Enquiries to:frankiegoddard@gmail.com

Seend Branch of the Royal British Legion

St George’s Day Supper
rd

Saturday 23 April 2016 in Seend Community Centre, 7.15pm
with guest speaker Lt Col Robin Miller
on the subject “RAF Bomber Command 1939-1945”
plus The Seend Singers raising the roof with patriotic songs and bumper raffle.
Tickets £15 (must be purchased in advance) from Robin Heatley on 01380 828491,
Marion Whitehead on 01380 828612 or Seend Post Office. Vegetarians/Gluten Free
can be catered for if requested when buying tickets.
All welcome.

Brewery Inn Monthly Fun Quiz
Wednesday 27th April at 8pm. All welcome.
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The 16th Seend Beer Festival
Saturday 30th April 12 noon till 11pm
Real ales and ciders – good food - live music from lively duo
Out of Order and singer/songwriter George Wilding in the
afternoon and dancing to returnees Stoned-F in the evening.
Tickets (£10 including souvenir glass and two beer tokens) from Seend Shop/PO,
Seend Community Centre and the Brewery Inn. Also available from 1st April in
Devizes Books and online at www.seendbeerfestival.co.uk.
*At the time of writing, tickets are selling faster than last year
and last year sold out, so book early!*
Friday 6th May 2016
7.00pm at the Irene Usher Pavilion

The Great BIG Seend Pudding Event!
If you like a bit of pud before it‟s all gone then this is for YOU!
Delicious selection of puddings for custard! Lashings of custard!
Vote for your favourite at the end of the evening after trying each and every one!
Licensed Bar. Raffle and quiz!
£12.50 to include chicken hot pot or veggie option to start.
Tickets from Len Murray: 828513, Tina Yockney: 827139 & Seend PO
Proceeds to the Church of the Holy Cross improvements.
______________________________________________________________________________

ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please let us know of any births, marriages, deaths, special birthdays,
thanks, information etc that you would like to see included here.)
________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND CLEEVE OPEN GARDENS
Saturday 11th June 200pm - 600pm
Would YOU open your garden
for this very popular event?
We need several gardens to make this worthwhile,
especially as it‟s the Queen‟s 90th birthday weekend of celebration.
If you love your garden then do share it with others.
It doesn‟t have to be large and manicured and weed free. Mine isn‟t!
ALL types and sizes of garden are more than welcome.
I‟d love to hear from you and you can contact me on 01380 827139 /
tinayockney@btinternet.com as soon as possible. Thank you.
SEEND LINK ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)
The Seend Link AGM will take place in the Seend Pavilion
on the 14th April at 7 pm. All are welcome to attend.
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SEEND FETE SATURDAY 13TH AUGUST 2016
You will be pleased to know we have a Seend Fete chairman for 2016.
Nick Vaux has kindly agreed to take the helm. This is how YOU can
help to make the fete the success it has been for many years.
 Nick will be tracking down and making contact with the great
band of volunteers who run fete stalls on the the day. If you wish to volunteer,
or join his team organising the day, just email your contact details to Nick at
seendlrf@gmail.com or leave your details on voicemail at 828970.
 We will still need your Bric-a-Brac for the White Elephant and Tombola.
Don‟t send that junk or unwanted gift to the charity shop – drop it off at the
Pavilion or Bradley Farm – opposite the Pavilion. If you lack transport, we‟ll
collect it from you! Just email seendlrf@gmail.com or call 828970 and we‟ll
organise the collection.
 To all budding Mary Berry‟s, we will need cake, what‟s a fete without it?
 Put the date on your calendar, postpone your holiday, start looking forward to
the treats in store and last, but not least, start wishing for a great sunny day.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Organ Donation - A Time to Talk
Look out for a little yellow duck!
Seend WI is participating in the “Little Yellow Duck” project which
promotes awareness of organ donation. If you find a little yellow duck,
please take it home. We should like to put Seend WI “on the map” so
please log onto the web site on the label, and pass the word!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS from the SEEND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
By now you should all have received a copy of Wiltshire Council‟s Rural Housing
Needs Survey for Seend, which will have been delivered to you by members of the
Steering Group (and some other helpful individuals). Please do fill it in and post it
by 11th April; it will only take a few minutes.
Later in the year, you will receive another survey that we will have designed,
covering a much more comprehensive look at our village, which will include other
aspects of life in Seend Parish such as transport, use of amenities and other housing
issues, and a wide range of development issues in order that we can ascertain the
attitudes of parishioners towards any possible or proposed developments of any sort.
We are now awaiting the appointment of a „Link Officer‟ provided by Wiltshire
Council, who it is expected will help us manage the complex process of creating a
Neighbourhood Plan to reflect your wishes for this village.
Please do take a look at the website www.seendparishplan.org where you will find
the names of the Committee members and links to further information about this
process.
Carola Thorpe on behalf of the S.P.N.P. Steering Group
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Seend Heritage: Seend Trust and Community Centre has a few copies of the slim
paperback booklet on the vernacular architecture of Seend, written by Edward
Bradby with Jack Dunton and John Hutchinson in 1985, for sale at the then cover
price of £2.50. Please call Tessa on 01380 828617 if you would like to buy a copy.
Churchyard Clean up - Saturday 16th April
After the winter storms there is a lot of debris in the churchyard and it would be nice
to have it cleared up and tidied before the summer and mowing starts in earnest. If
you are free please come and join a working party on Saturday 16th April from 10am
to noon. Many hands will soon make light work of it, so do come even if you can
only spare half an hour. Good gardening gloves are all you need to bring.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHURCH AND CHAPEL NEWS
The new Archdeacon
will be Commissioning new Lay Pastoral Assistants
At 11am on Sunday, April 24th at Holy Cross, Seend, our new Archdeacon,
the Venerable Sue Groom, will be visiting our Benefice for the first time to
commission our new Lay Pastoral Assistants who have been authorised and trained
for pastoral ministry within our villages. All are welcome.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The View from my Window
Spring! Did you know that the old English word for Lent is Spring? I don‟t know
how you think of Lent or whether you took up any of the time-honoured fasts and
deprivations in the season that has just finished; no chocolate, no biscuits, no alcohol
even, and so with the end of Lent and the coming of Easter there is much to be
celebrated. I have long maintained that it is better to take up something during Lent
rather than give it up however. When I was associated with schools, I used to
encourage children to take up being nice to each other or keeping the bedroom tidy
not just on Mothering Sunday but throughout Lent. Who knows? The habit might
stick.
But there‟s so much more to it than that. First of all, spring: the very word gladdens
the heart. To be able to go outside and see the once seemingly dead plants poke their
first tentative shoots through the warming earth into the sunlight. That gives us all
hope; and then the longer days, particularly in villages. We no longer have to rush
home, put the lights on and keep the world out. We can take time in the street to have
proper conversations with our neighbours instead of rushing past, all buttoned up; so,
spring, a time of great hope and promise and excitement.
The Christian season of Lent is like that too. Yes we deny ourselves flowers in
church during the season, and our liturgy and our hymns are penitential, culminating
in extreme sadness as we follow Jesus through his last great journey through Holy
Week, through his betrayal by his friends, through his torture and to his death and his
being laid in the cold earth. We even empathize with the bleakness of the post-death
period which so many of us have experienced following the death of a loved one…
… but then there is resurrection and how amazing is that? “Unless a seed falls to the
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ground and dies it will just remain a single seed, but if it dies it produces many seeds”
and so only then can it come back to life. We know that so well from our gardens.
We have proof all around. We have proof too of the necessity of pruning, and
nurturing and caring, and in spring, in Lent, we can do all that .
Going into the garden on a spring day breathes life into us; it gives us hope and
promise of things to come. It truly gladdens our hearts. Even in our darkest hours if
we can go into the garden and plant something, or even plant in a window box, we
know there is something to live for and there is new life. Death and resurrection; Life
after death; spring. That‟s what we see and that‟s what Jesus came to teach us and to
show us.
Have a happy and hopeful Spring, Jane Knowles
THE BENEFICE OF SEEND, BULKINGTON AND POULSHOT
CHURCH SERVICES IN APRIL 2016
You are welcome to worship at any of the services in any of the
churches in the Benefice. There is something for everyone!
Sunday 3rd April 2016. Easter 2
8.00 am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) at Seend.
A short and reflective traditional service
9.15 am
Parish Eucharist (Common Worship) at Poulshot.
A modern language communion service.
11.00 am Morning Praise at Seend.
A lively service, without communion, for all the family.
6.00 pm
Evening Prayer (Traditional) at Bulkington (followed by APCM) .
A gentle, reflective, traditional evening service.
Sunday 10th April 2016. Easter 3
9.15 am Parish Eucharist (Common Worship) at Seend .
11.00 am Parish Eucharist (Common Worship) at Bulkington
6.00 pm
Evensong (Traditional) at Poulshot (followed by APCM)
Sunday 17th April 2016. Easter 4
8.00 am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) at Seend
9.15 am
Morning Praise at Bulkington
11.00 am Parish Eucharist (Traditional) at Poulshot
6.00 pm
Evensong (Traditional) at Seend
Sunday 24th April 2016. Easter 5
8.00 am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) at Seend
9.15 am Matins (Traditional) at Poulshot
11.00 am Parish Eucharist (Common Worship) at Seend
6.00 pm
Parish Eucharist (Common Worship) at Bulkington
Every Tuesday at 9am there is a short Benefice service of Matins (BCP*) at Poulshot
church.
Every Thursday at 9am Morning Prayer will be said at 4 Northfields, Bulkington.
All are welcome.
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From the Benefice records:
Funerals - we pray for the families of;
Jim Noyes at Poulshot on 2nd February aged 81
Hazel Coleman at Poulshot on 4th February
Daniel Baber of Poulshot on 8th February aged 84
Rosemary Butcher at Seend on 18th February aged 66
John Bartholomew of Poulshot on 26th February aged 96
Malcolm Adam Kidd at Poulshot on 15th March aged 73
Baptisms – the newest member of our church family is;
Esme Isobel Anne Eliot at Seend on 20th March
Café Church on Sun. 1st May 2016 at 11.00 at Seend
Cake, singing, stories and activities for all the
families of Seend, Bulkington & Poulshot.
The theme is FOLLOWING JESUS
The Next Café Church will be on Sun. July 3rd:
A SUMMER’S PICNIC

The church hosted Bulkington Village Lunch Club
takes place on Wednesday, 6th April, 2016 at The Well.
Contact Jane Coles in advance for the menu (828145). New people from
the Benefice and friends are always welcome to join us.
It is a good social event and a great lunch for the entire village and area.
Benefice BUZZZZ Group
will meet on Wednesday 6th April 2016 from 4.00-5.30
at 4 Northfields, Bulkington, led by Maureen Allchin
This group, for all in Seend, Bulkington and Poulshot, meets to discuss
various issues of Christian thought. At this meeting we will be discussing
why the Resurrection is important to the Christian faith and whether it
actually happened!!
Everyone is welcome to this informal and pleasant afternoon
The Churches of the Benefice are holding their Annual General
Meetings this month: 6pm on Sunday, 3rd April (Bulkington);
6pm on Sunday 10th April (Poulshot) and 7.30pm on Tuesday,
19th April (Seend). Following the business Maureen Allchin will
be talking about proposed future changes to our Benefice. ALL in
the community are welcome to come along and hear the plans.
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SEEND METHODIST CHURCH – Services for April 2016
10th April at 10am
24th April at 10.30am

Rev. Wendy Tucker with Holy Communion
at Whitley Methodist Church – „Villages Together‟
Rev. Cathy Arscott.
Everyone welcome at any service.
Thank you , Anne Salter
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

BULKINGTON NEWS
BULKINGTON 100+ CLUB – FEBRUARY 2016 DRAW
Woe, Woe and Thrice Woe! I forgot to let you know who won the February
Bulkington 100+ Club draw in February. The draw took place on Wednesday 3rd
February at the Bulkington Lunch at The Well.
Our winners for this draw were:
First prize:
£40
no. 32
Ann Parrock
Second prize:
£30
no. 43
Betty Noad
Third prize:
£20
no. 57
Steve Kerslake
Fourth prize:
£10
no. 29
Ian Dobson
Congratulations to our winners and thanks to all members for their support. Our next
draw will take place on 4th May in the capable hands of Phyl Yarde. Phyl has
valiantly agreed to run the Bulkington 100+ Club on our departure from the village in
April.
Carrie and I have enjoyed our contacts with all 100+ Club members, past and present,
and we hope that everyone will be happy to support Phyl when membership renewal
comes around in June.
David Whiteley, Bulkington 100+ Club
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______

The Mobile Library will be visiting the car-park of The Well in Bulkington on
Monday, 4th April 2016 from 11.05-11.30am at The Well. Please support this.
Phil Bowen is running the London Marathon in April and all monies raised will
be going to The Snowdon Trust, assisting disabled students to access education.
www.snowdontrust.org
http://funding.demolition-nfdc.com/index.php/cause/Phil.bowen/
Thank you for your support!
THE TEA AND CHAT SOCIAL GROUP
Will meet on Monday 4th April, 2016 at 46a Bulkington
(Phyl Yarde 828116) from 2.00 to 4.00 pm.
Bring your own craft item or leave it at home and just come and chat.
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BULKINGTON VILLAGE HALL
The year is speeding on with Easter gone and the holidays soon to be planned. We are
delighted to hear comments from our visitors and regular users about how much the
atmosphere in the Hall has improved. The removal of the high humidity has made
such a difference: with no more nasties dancing in the damp, the air inside is sweet.
There have been several birthday parties this month and more to come. Also sadly the
wake for Ivor Parrock. Due to a family party, I was unable to go to the annual Lent
Soup lunch. With a grand array of soups to enjoy along with a cheerful gathering of
villagers, I am told I missed a treat. April will be upon us soon and the summer
waiting in the wings. May and June have Election Days booked, so our little Hall is
doing well.
Angela Read, Chairman.
BULKINGTON LADIES GROUP
In February we had a very enjoyable meeting with Jo and her PAT dog Manuka. PAT
stands for Pets As Therapy and Manuka means honey coloured, which she was.
This may be in time for a reminder that our March meeting is in the Village Hall with
John Girvan talking about the history of the bra. It is on Thursday 31st at 7.30 pm.
On Thursday 28th April we are hoping to visit a local bluebell wood. Please meet
outside the Village Hall at 7 pm (Note it is slightly earlier than usual) to sort cars. We
will retire to a local pub afterwards for refreshment.
Liz Futter 828485
Angela Read 828925
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
100+ CLUB DRAW
The Lye Field 100 +Club draw took place in the Pavillion on 12 th March. The results
are as follows:£35.00
No. 005
Mrs J Hawkins
£30.00
No. 108
Mrs J Bryan
£25.00
No. 139
Mr N Smart
£20.00
No. 158
Mrs S McCulloch
£15.00
No. 170
Mrs E Doig
£10.00
No. 119
Mr H Prolze
Congratulations to all the winners! Don‟t forget to get your application forms in to
take part in this fund-raising opportunity for a little flutter!
Karen Cubberley, Seend Lye Field Committee
______________________________________________

SEEND SHUTTLE COMMUNITY BUS
Shuttle Shopping Trip to Salisbury on Wednesday, 6th April
Please phone Rex or Jan Gudge on 01225 706526 to book a place on
the April shopping trip by Monday, 4th April.
9

SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS
www.seendcommunitycentre.com – bookings 07703 814111
Bar staff needed
If you are over 18 and would like some casual bar work at the Centre,
please call in for a chat with Rob, or call him on 07958 481739.
Events: See events pages at the start of this magazine for details of what is on at your
Community Centre, including the quiz, lunch club, a free choir concert, St
George’s Day dinner and, of course, the Beer Festival. And do get your names
down at the bar for the three-a-side skittles competition that starts on May 3rd and
carries on through June on Tuesday evenings; it‟s good fun and there are prizes!
Please note that the early summer BBQ planned for June 11th has been cancelled.
Instead we shall be having a BBQ and disco on June 25th, starting at 7.30pm. AND
there‟s a ladies’ night/swishing event on 1st June. Do put these dates in your diary.
SEEND AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Tim and Carol being absent from SGC at the last meeting it therefore
falls to me to write the report. But first a reminder that our next meeting
is our AGM and you are requested, as usual, to bring a plate of something
really nice to eat to share with all of us. Wine will be available also and
the usual tea and coffee. The most important item on the agenda will be the future of
our club with many of the present committee unable to continue.
Both our trips, to Hestercombe gardens in Somerset and Broadleas gardens in
Devizes will be going ahead and there will be further information at the AGM.
Our March speaker was a very enthusiastic Charlie Moore, president of The Vintage
Horticultural and Garden Machine Club. The club was formed by a group of people
who met up at various shows and felt that old gardening and farming tools were not
being represented very well. They collect tools, machines and literature and enjoy
sharing their interest with each other and people like us. We certainly recognised
some of the lawn mowers and tools from our childhoods which says something about
our age. Charlie pointed out that mechanisation of garden tools was initially for the
very rich, whose vast lawns would be cut by men with scythes. Gradually mowers
were invented and improved upon, so could be used in smaller gardens, although still
being very expensive. Rotovators also came into being, one inventor basing them on
how animals dig and copying the shape of claws.
We had a small group of entries for the bulb show. First and third were Sylvia and
Tony Ewin and second was Pauline Shea-Simmonds.
See you on 12th April, Sue Johns
PS - To the lady who phoned me and asked if she and her husband could come to
Broadleas, although not members; I have lost her contact details so can't keep her up
to date with arrangements! Please get in touch again. Thanks.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND FAWLTY PLAYERS thank all who supported the panto in February. We
have handed over £500 to West Wilts Child Contact Centre from the proceeds.
10

A Royal Tea Party to Celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday
The next event in FoSS‟ calendar is our Royal Tea Party for
the Queen‟s 90th Birthday, which is being held on Sunday 12th
June, 2-4pm, at The Pavilion and Lye Field.
Other than the sit-down tea party at 3pm and the National
Anthem, there will be plenty of activities for the children
including crown/tiara making, Union Jack tattoos, a
photographer, Whack The Corgi, Welly Boot Throwing, plus lots more. We are
hoping to have our very own Queen & Prince Philip in attendance too...
The dress code is Red, White & Blue or Royal-Themed Fancy Dress. There will be
refreshments – tea and cakes plus a licensed bar. And don‟t forget the Homemade
Victoria Sponge Competition – more details coming soon.
Tickets are £3 per child to include tea party and commemorative mug. ALL children
are welcome, not just children who attend Seend School, but children‟s tickets MUST
be purchased in advance. Please contact the School Office admin@seend.wilts.sch.uk
for all ticket sales. Entry is free for adults.
We do hope you will come along and help celebrate with us.
Thank you, Mel Steel & Victoria Bowes

SEEND SCHOOL
The children had a particularly exciting week this week (w/c 14th
March.) Wednesday was a science day where Whizz Pop Science ran a
workshop in each class involving electrical experiments, making slime
and learning about wind power. These workshops were supplemented
by other scientific activities and the end result was a day filled with extra fun and
learning. Friday saw a Growing learners day when the children showed off the new
skill they had chosen to learn over the past few weeks. These ranged from knitting,
baking, poetry recital, hula hooping, juggling and origami! The children were also
treated to a circus skills workshop and other activities where they were challenged to
being learning a new skill. This all linked in with our work on being a growth learner
and persevering when learning something new. As it was also Sport Relief that day,
parents and children had made cakes to sell after school and £80 was raised.
If you, or anyone you know locally, are thinking of putting their house on the market,
then please remember that Lock & Key Estate Agents of Melksham have offered to
give the school 10% of their commission on any house sold if, when the vendor has it
valued, they request this deal. At no extra cost to the vendor, this could be a good
fundraiser for us so please spread the word.
We are once again collecting Sainsbury‟s vouchers. If anyone in the village has any
they are willing to give us then please just pop them in through the letter box when
you are passing. We are able to get some great equipment each year with these
vouchers but as a small school we are always limited in the number we can collect so
any help is very welcome.
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We will be rounding the term off with our Easter service and as part of this we will
be saying a sad farewell to Mrs Angela Calcutt. Angela has been a well-loved
Teaching Assistant at the school for around 30 years so will leave a big hole when
she retires but we all wish her the very best.
Jackie Chalk, Head Teacher
______________________________________________________________________________

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
This month we publish another poem written by pupils of the 2014 Sycamore Class
of Seend School. This one is called Going Over the Top and was written by Sophie
Mitchell.
An hour to go – I was frozen with fear,
Scared to my bones,
I took a large gulp of rum,
It eased the terror,
Will I get through this day?
Thirty minutes to go – it felt as though I was already dead,
The deafening sounds paralysed me,
My blood ran cold,
The thought of war haunted me,
Will I get through this day?
One minute to go - I was standing in the line of death,
There was no one to save me now,
Searching for courage,
My heart pounded,
What will happen now?
DATES TO NOTE
Next Committee Meeting: Thursday 14th April 2016. It will be held in the Kennet
Room in the Community Centre commencing at 1930 hrs.
St Georges Day Supper
Seend Branch of the Royal British Legion are arranging a St George‟s Day Supper on
Saturday 23rd April 2016 in the Peter Fisher Hall of the Community Centre, Rusty
Lane, Seend. The evening will begin at 7.15pm with a dinner, dessert and cheese. Lt
Col Robin Miller, Chairman of Shaftesbury Branch, Royal British Legion, who has
spent 34 years in the Army, will be speaking on the subject “RAF Bomber Command
1939-1945”.The evening will finish with the Seend Singers raising the roof with
patriotic songs. Tickets are £15.00 and must be purchased in advance from Robin
Heatley on 01380 828491, Marion Whitehead on 01380 828612 or Seend Post
Office. Vegetarians/Gluten Free can be catered for if advised in advance when buying
tickets. There will also be a raffle. All are welcome including non British Legion
members.
Roger Brind
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SEEND WI
The March meeting was our AGM. The Committee of Lynne Puntis,
Jo Vaux, Fiona Johnson, Pauline Robertson, Bron Murch, Lesley
Jaques and Gill Acornley were re-elected. After the business was
concluded the members enjoyed a social evening with a quiz, wine and nibbles.
Next month‟s meeting is on Wednesday 13th April when our speaker will be Jean
Scott whose talk is Uniformly Elegant- early C19th dress. A lady and soldier in
Georgian times will be dressed from undergarments to outer garments. The purpose
of each item will be described during dressing. Do come and join us for what
promises to be a fascinating evening.
The next Craft afternoon is on Thursday 21st April, 2pm to 4pm in the Pavilion. You
don‟t need to be a member of the WI to take part.
All meetings take place in the Pavilion, Rusty Lane, Seend at 7.30pm on the second
Wednesday of the month unless otherwise notified. For more information please
contact Gill Acornley on 01225 707218 or see www.seendwi.weebly.com
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND & DISTRICT RAMBLERS
On a dry but fresh morning, Sunday 20th March, Tessa and Anita led a
circular ramble of approximately three miles from Rusty Lane, Seend,
along tracks and the canal towpath and over fields, ending with a walk
up Spout Lane as far as the stile leading into fields behind The Lye and
entering Rusty Lane in time for the Annual Meeting. 20 walkers took part.
The Chairman welcomed two new members to the Club upon opening the meeting.
Various Club matters were discussed with an interesting programme of events being
planned for the ensuing year, including a return to the Quantocks in October and a
change from a social evening in November to a dinner out at Shaw Country House
Hotel instead. A friendly skittles evening at Seend Community Centre is being
organised for 1st July.
Our next walk will be on Sunday 17th April, when Reg Cox (01249 652422) will be
leading. Full details of his walk will be made known to members via a phone call, as
this date was sprung upon Reg at very short notice.
Lin Salter - 01225 706451
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND PLAYGROUP NEWS
In March we had a very enjoyable visit to Larkrise Farm. The weather was kind to us
after a wet and blustery week. The children enjoyed seeing the animals, feeding the
chickens and stroking the guinea pig and donkeys. They particularly liked going in
the pen with the two week old lambs and their mums. Thank you to the parents who
transported children and staff and helped out on the day.
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We held a sponsored activity circuit for Sport Relief on Friday. Again many thanks
to the parents and carers who helped the little ones, and raised sponsors for the
occasion. At this moment in time, I don‟t know the total amount raised, but so far it
looks very promising.
At the time of writing, we were looking forward to our Easter Bonnet Parade and Egg
Hunt, and of course the Easter Holidays.
The Summer Term begins on Monday 11th April. We are open Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday mornings from 8.45 am to 12.45 pm and Wednesday from 11.45
am to 2.45 pm. We have spaces available for children from age 2 yrs.
We hope you all have a Happy Easter.
Liz Futter (Playleader) 828485
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND PARISH COUNCIL
N.B. These notes are from the draft minutes of Parish Council meetings, and may not
yet have been ratified.
The meeting held on Tuesday 24th February 2016 was attended by 10 Councillors
with Mr J Padfield in the chair. Apologies received from PCSO Helen Wilson; also
present Cllr J Seed and members of the public.
Police and Local Councillor’s Matters
Cllr Seed said that he had noted correspondence relating to the bridge works in Seend
Cleeve and traffic in Pelch Lane. The freight assessment has now been done, and will
be available in due course. Cllr Seed then said that he was sorry to report that Mrs Pat
Rugg, who had been our Councillor for many years, had died at the weekend. Cllr
Seed then raised the issue of the picnic area at Bowerhill, which had recently been
badly affected by flooding. He said that, although sited at a distance from Seend, it
does lie within Seend Parish; he was aware that they had asked for a grant from
Seend PC (considered at the meeting on 26th January), but this had been turned down.
He asked if the PC could reconsider, and see their way to making a small grant as a
gesture of goodwill, as it is a facility that people are happy to use. Following
discussion, Mr Wood proposed a grant of £50 p.a., seconded by Mrs Heatley.
Councillors voted 9 in favour and 1 against. It was agreed this would be reviewed
annually with the Precept.
Email received from PCSO Helen Wilson with details of incidents in Seend:
18th January
A361
2 vehicle RTC, minor injuries
th
6 February
Bollands Hill
Car v motorbike
th
9 February
Sells Green
Vehicle pulled out, causing driver to go over
handlebars
th
15 February
Seend Fork
Lorry struck traffic lights causing them to be
bent at 90 degree angle
th
17 February
Seend Cleeve
Crime/burglary – Suspect entered brick
outhouse through unlocked stable door and removed wooden
honesty box containing £10
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Railings at pinch point – reflective tape has been applied to the railings.
Canal bridge, Seend Cleeve – The Clerk had visited the site office last Thursday,
and spoke with Paul Kelly who was on site. To place different one-way signage in
Seend Cleeve would require the C&RT to make a further request to Wilts Council at
a cost of £1K, so there is no intention to change signage and Seend Cleeve is still
one-way. Wiltshire Concrete have been contacted about their lorries accessing Pelch
Lane from Bollands Hill. They have agreed not to do this in future. Notice placed in
Spotlight asking for details of vehicles ignoring the No Entry signs to be passed to the
Clerk, who will report to companies (if vans etc) and to the Police. The Clerk had
driven through Seend Cleeve and Pelch Lane the previous week to check, but they are
not unduly muddy.
Defibrillation unit in village – Email received from Richard Whitehead (Hon Sec),
Community Centre, to say that if the consensus view is that the Community Centre is
the best place to install the equipment, they would be happy to have it housed on their
building, subject to assurances from the PC that they will meet the cost of providing
and installing the unit, including the electrical connection, and that they will be
responsible for the necessary insurance, weekly checks and annual servicing.
Awaiting response from Lye Field Committee; Mr Murch agreed to talk with Ric
Ellinger (Chairman, Lye Field Committee).
Workshop on planning – Email received from Mike Wilmott, he will be attending
the March PC meeting, it was agreed to invite Mr Wilmott to arrive at 7.00 pm, the
main public meeting to commence at 7.30 pm. Councillors indicated that they are
particularly interested in influencing the outcome of planning applications,
enforcement and considerations for large scale developments.
Caravan at G & S Patios – An email was received from Steven Jenkins last June to
advise: “Further to my email below I can now inform you that the demolition of the
old portacabin has been completed and the resultant materials removed from the site.
The owner is now using the new mobile as a rest room for his workers which he is
entitled to do. If you notice a touring caravan on site then don‟t be alarmed as this
belongs to his son who is in the process of cleaning it prior to the new owner picking
it up as it has been sold. Therefore and as the breach has been rectified the Council
are unable to take any further action and the file will be closed accordingly. It was
noted that there are currently two caravans on site, one adjacent to the hedge, and one
on the other side of the hedge; there are two portacabins, one of which is cladded.
The Clerk to ask Mr Jenkins if he can come and take a further look.
Manhole cover, Wisteria Cottage - The cracked cover was reported on MyWiltshire
App – response received: Manhole cover inspected on 10th February 2016 and
considered to be currently sound in spite of the crack. Once our new Highways
Contractor, Ringway, has mobilised in April, a works order will be issued for this lid
to be replaced.
Neighbourhood Plan Update - Mrs A‟Bear reported that nothing had yet been heard
about the application, Wiltshire Council is waiting to appoint a Link Officer. The
Rural Housing Needs Survey would be ready for distribution shortly.
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Highways/road safety issues - Mrs A‟Bear said that the road safety document has
been read by Highways Department. Once a list of defects has been drawn up, it was
envisaged that it could be given to Mark Stansby to review. Cllr Seed said that any
Highways issues should be referred from the Parish Council, not an outside group;
they are then dealt with via the Area Board and the CATG. Mrs A‟Bear should bring
the defects list to the PC, and then through Mrs Carr to the CATG. Mrs A‟Bear asked
that thanks be recorded to Stuart Renfrew, Spencer Drinkwater and Mark Stansby at
Wiltshire Council for their assistance with highways issues.
Spencer Drinkwater had confirmed that the A365 Turnpike (including C20 Bollands
Hill) would be considered in the list of road issues for special consideration. If neither
of these locations is chosen, then the PC can still undertake a survey itself with
Wiltshire Council.
Planning Matters
Application Ref: 16/00700/CLE
Cleeve House, Trowbridge Road
Certificate of Lawfulness for the occupation of a mobile home ancillary to main
dwelling.
Following discussion, the vote was 7 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention. Comments:
Recommendation that the caravan is tied to employment at the establishment, and for
employees‟ accommodation only.
Application Ref: 16/00932/FUL & 16/01032/LBC
Fairholme, High Street
Proposed alterations and single storey extension to form kitchen, dining and study
area.
Following discussion, the vote was 9 in favour, 1 abstention.
Application Ref: 16/00860/FUL
Oriel House, Bollands Hill
New vehicular access and associated external works.
Following discussion, the vote was 10 against. Comments: The PC do not support
this application on the grounds of road safety, and reduced visibility from the
proposed new access.
Application Ref: 16/01237/FUL
7 School Road
Extension to form enlarged hall, utility and shower room.
Following discussion, the vote was 8 in favour, 2 abstentions.
Application Ref: 16/01083/TPO Seend House, High Street
Works to trees.
This to be referred to the Tree warden for comment; Councillors voted 10 in favour,
provided no problems highlighted by the Tree Warden.
Spiderweb Paddock – The Certificate of Lawfulness for the caravan at Spiderweb
Paddock will be due for renewal in the near future. The Clerk to ask Cllr Seed if he
could look into this and let the PC know when this is due.
Cutting down trees by allotments - It was noted that a large number of young trees
had been cut down beyond the boundary of the allotments, opposite The Bell. The
Clerk had received complaints from allotment holders, and had reported the incident
on the MyWiltshire App. The damage is extensive, with trees being sawn through
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then bent over and broken, with the broken trees left in situ. The Clerk to follow this
matter up with Wiltshire Council.
Date of next meeting - The dates of the next meetings are Tuesday, 29th March and
26th April 2016, at Seend Community Centre at 7.30 p.m.
The date of the Annual Parish Meeting is Tuesday 10th May at the Irene Usher
Pavilion, Rusty Lane.
Mrs Rosemary Fisher,Clerk
Full copies of Parish Council minutes can be found on ww.seendparishcouncil.co.uk
N.B. Dates of all Parish Council meetings and Area Board meetings in 2016 are
available on the website.

Wiltshire Council News from Jonathon Seed
There is always something going on in local politics and I try to represent the views
of all of our residents proportionally. Sometimes it is difficult to cater for all sides of
an argument and it is particular difficult when vociferous local pressure groups on
single issues pop up from time to time. In these cases the intensity of their arguments
often reflects the depth of feeling of the campaigners who are determined that their
views are listened to above all others. There are also members of our community who
may not articulate their opposition to vociferous campaigners because they prefer a
quieter representation of their view. In matters of a controversial nature I often take
advice from the elected Parish Councils of a village when these issues arise and it is
rare for a Parish Council to misrepresent local feelings.
I was recently challenged on my record on the solar farm issue by a local campaign
leader and I am very clear on this matter. I took each local solar application on its
merits and assessed these applications with the help and guidance of the elected local
Parish Councils. I supported those applications where we assessed the impact of
development to be as minimal as a development of this nature could be and this
support was only given to those applications which had both Parish Council and
considerable local support. I also opposed and campaigned against those applications
where there was clearly a strong impact on the environment and where the Parish
Council and community were also demonstrably opposed to the application. This
latter situation was the case in the only solar application in Seend Parish (which I
strongly opposed) and the appalling and sprawling Sandridge Vale solar application.
On the latter I successfully led opposition at the Council Planning Committee only
for this decision to be overturned by the Government Planning Inspector.
On reflection I think our community as a whole can take pride in their pretty sensible
and balanced involvement in the solar farm issue although clearly it was not to the
satisfaction of the campaigners at either extreme of the argument. Time will show
how the wider general public feel about the solar issue but as I drive down Sandridge
Hill on a daily basis I do look over and regret the desecration of the lovely Sandridge
Vale with its sea of solar panels that we fought so hard to prevent happening.
There is now a new issue which is starting to attract attention from local campaigners
and that is fracking. I have grave reservations on the effects that local fracking may
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have on our environment but, as with solar power generation, the Government is
generally supportive of fracking. I would urge residents to become properly informed
on this issue as it develops and several of our villages have useful reference pages on
fracking on their websites. Bulkington and Steeple Ashton websites have started to
lead on this but others are also posting fracking information as it becomes available.
Jonathon Seed, Mob: 07770 774463 www.jonathonseed.com
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SEEND SPORTS RESULTS AND FIXTURES
The Turf : Spotlight's Tipster : Lucky Jim.
Locally connected filly Redstart has her next race on 2nd April
in the Snowdrop Stakes, a one mile listed race for four year
olds, on the all-weather track at Kempton, she presently being
trained at the nearby stables at Kimpton. They are off at 3.25pm
with the prize money being the highest on the race card that day.
Redstart has not had an outing since the 1000 Guineas last year, following her win in
the Fred Darling stakes earlier in 2015 when she clocked the fastest time over the
seven furlongs since the race times were first recorded over 30 years ago. The
welcome news is that she is back on form and is expected to give a good account of
herself and should stay the trip.
For me a conservative 50p each way looks like a reasonable investment. No monkey
on the nose this time! A full report in next month's issue.
Tennis : Chair Elaine Davies :
The matches in the Chippenham and District league start on 18th April. The team
captains are Susie Meharg (Mixed), Pam Akerman (Women's) and Frankie Goddard
(Men's), so if you would like play competitive league tennis then do make contact as
soon as possible.
The club will be offering coaching sessions on the village courts again this season
and Victoria Bowes and the coach John O'Meara are working out the finer details
which should soon appear on the Club's Facebook page and in the shortly to be sent
out newsletter.
For all enquiries for club membership and coaching contact Ric Ellinger on 828687,
but wait until he gets back from Australia.
Cricket : Captain John Wiltshire.
It is good news to hear from Ben King, our man on the boundary, that the Cricket
Club starts its season on 8th May with an away match against Beanacre and
Melksham followed by a home match on 29th May when Seend host the visiting
team Westover from the Isle of Wight who will be on tour. As always spectators are
most welcome and do always add to the atmosphere so do come along especially if
you can time your visit to the ground to coincide with the tea interval.
Any who are keen to put on the pads can phone the captain on 07791 144248 and he
will be very pleased to hear from you.
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Short Mat Bowls : Chief Apothecary : Colin Waldepova.
Colin tells me that having finished runners up in the race for the bottom of the league
in the last round the boys are having a well-deserved rest period before the start of the
summer season. Whilst a very strict training programme has been designed by Colin
with a view to avoiding further humiliation this year, Colin himself will be abroad
investigating other possible routes to SMB immortality. He tells me that since
traditional methods of achieving victories have resulted in little over the years it is
time to focus on what others call the "chemistry of success", particularly since all the
team members are now eligible for free prescriptions.
I wish Colin luck and take this opportunity of publicly thanking him for joining me
for the festivities last month at the FIFA headquarters. ( Don't worry Colin rest
assured that what goes on in Geneva stays in Geneva ! )
Skittles : reporter Josh Hamblin.
Seend A play in the premier division alongside 10 other teams and the good news is
that after 36 legs the team headed the division with 26 wins and only 10 losses. That
was a few weeks ago. Today the A team are in first position with 105 points from 72
legs with just a few weeks to go.
Things are not so rosy in the second division where Seend C were recently propping
up the table on 16 points with their close rivals Seend B just ahead of them on 16.5
points. The points are now Seend C 45, Seend B 42.
Josh Hamblin, the C team captain, sent the following report to
me : " It's becoming tight down the bottom of the table and games are being won by
the narrowest of margins. Just last week we were victorious by a solitary gin ! (I think
you meant pin Josh). However, the C team remains jubilant and spirits are high (not
the gin again please Josh!). We look forward to a dog fight with the B team who are
also stranded at the bottom of the table. Who will finish above the other and claim
local bragging rights? Momentum is key and slowly but surely we are heading in the
right direction!
We are always welcome to new players so if you fancy a good laugh on a Friday
night please get in contact. My phone number is 07771361613 "
So, optimism if nothing else. Do give Josh a ring if you think that skittles might be
your bag.
Ornithology : Chief Twitchers : Tony Murch and Andy Waylen.
Tony, recently back from his tour of the south seas, is not too hopeful on the
feathered front. Like all of us he would love to hear the cuckoo again in Seend, but
for the moment all looks quiet on that score. Encouragingly the red kite was spotted
again last week.
Sports News for the May edition by April 15th please. Frankie Goddard 828488.
(Skittlers – please sign up for the 3-a-side competition at the Community Centre,
which starts on May 3rd. Teams can be all male, all female or mixed. Call Paul on
07486 447604 to enter. Eds.)
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Wessex Fuchsia Group, Pavilion, Tuesday 26th April at 7.45 pm
Guest speaker Geoff Okes
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL ADS
(Small personal ads - not from businesses - can be left at the Post Office or delivered
to Tessa Doe at 6 New Buildings with payment of £2 please.)
None this month.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BITS AND BOBS
Organist Wanted for St. Peter’s Church, Poulshot.
St. Peter‟s is a well-loved and well supported traditional village church which has a
service each Sunday at 9.15am, 11.00am or 6.00pm.
We are seeking to appoint an Organist, who will receive a good remuneration, to play
the organ each Sunday and at Festivals, etc and to lead an occasional village choir,
play sometimes in other Benefice churches and help our worship to flourish.
There is a well-maintained Viscount organ.
Further information is available from the Revd. Maureen Allchin on 01380 828931.
THE SEEND FUND
Remember the Seend Fund is your local fund. Anyone living in or closely associated
with Seend can apply by e-mailing the secretary (anitashea@hotmail.co.uk) or
writing to her at 34 Seend Cleeve, Melksham SN12 6PY. If you find yourself in
financial difficulties the fund might be able to help with anything from school
uniforms to heating bills. Don't hesitate to send details, saying how much you need,
what it is for and when you need it by. Even if the fund has helped you before, your
request will be sympathetically and confidentially considered. Although the fund is
intended to help individuals, if there are any organisations or groups who need
support to include someone with special needs in an educational activity, or who
know of members who are struggling financially, the Fund may be able to help.
Wiltshire Citizens Advice clears up pension jargon baffling consumers
“Flexi-access drawdown”, “open market option” and “safeguarded benefits” are some
of the pension terms most confusing for consumers, reveals Wiltshire Citizens
Advice.
The local charity, which delivers face to face Pension Wise appointments in
Wiltshire, says people would find it easier to understand their pensions if the industry
used simple, standard language to describe their products.
Some people are also unclear about terms which appear to be more straightforward,
putting them at risk of missing out on the best pension options for them. For example;
staff have reported cases where consumers wrongly believed that their „selected
retirement date‟ was set in stone as the date they could access their pension, when in
fact they could have accessed their savings ahead of this date.
20

To help people get to grips with their pension, Pension Wise guiders have identified
the pensions jargon which people find most perplexing and have explained them in
simple terms.
To book a free face to face or telephone Pension Wise appointment, if you are
over 50, call 0300 330 1001 or visit www.pensionwise.gov.uk. You can also book
an appointment for a later date by visiting your local Citizens Advice office
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Not to be missed!
An Organ Recital by Ashley Grote, Master of Music at
Norwich Cathedral, on Saturday 16th April in Edington
Priory Church, at 7.30pm. Wonderful music includes Mozart, Bach, Elgar, Walton,
Vierne and more. AND on Saturday 14th May, an evening of music and conversation
with Claire Jones, the former Royal Harpist.
Tickets for both concerts are £20/15/10 from 01380 831256 or 871549 or through the
website, www.edingtonarts.org where you will also find full programme information.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wiltshire Sight offers Online Today Project
Wiltshire Sight is to help blind and partially sighted people – and/or people with
hearing loss – across Wiltshire get online and enjoy the benefits of the internet.
The Wiltshire charity is helping to deliver the nationwide Online Today project
which is being led by The Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) and
funded by a £5.8m Big Lottery Fund grant.
Wiltshire Sight will help people with sensory loss learn everything from sending
emails to keeping in touch with family and friends to browsing websites to keep up to
date with news and leisure interests. Introductions to social media are also available
with Online Today, assistance with Twitter and Facebook can be provided as well as
setting up a skype account.
Online today is led by RNIB and 37 other groups. These include Guide Dogs and
Sense and Action on Hearing Loss. The scheme will help more than 200 adults with
hearing or sight loss feel the benefits of technology across Wiltshire. In total, Online
Today is being delivered to 125,000 with sensory loss across the UK.
Wiltshire Sight aims to use this programme to arrange introduction taster sessions
throughout the year to inform over 200 people across the county about the advantages
of getting online. The information will be available at all of the charity‟s monthly
drop-ins, technology sessions and at their main office – St Lucy‟s Sight Centre in
Devizes.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grittleton Plant & Food Fair
Sunday 29 May 2016 from 11am – 3pm at Grittleton House, Grittleton,
Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN14 6AP. Entrance - £3 per person, Children free.
All proceeds and donations will be going to support Action Medical Research.
th
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OMNIART GROUP SHOW
AS PART OF THE CLOTH ROAD ARTS WEEK
BULKINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Saturday 30 April to Sunday 8th May 11am to 6pm (closed Thursday 5th)
Exciting, original, affordable art, by ten local artists. Free tea and coffee.
th

MELKSHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
On Saturday April 16th at 7.30pm in the United Church the Melksham
Choral society will be welcoming the spring with a selection of
folksongs from the British Isles with some lovely arrangements by John
Rutter and David Willcocks. Tickets £8 in advance from choir members
or the Tourist Information Centre or £10 on the door if available.

THE WHARF THEATRE
Don't miss some classic theatre at The Wharf in Devizes from 29th April
to 7th May at 7.30pm. Pete Wallis and Lewis Cowen are collaborating on
the thought provoking and very funny Waiting For Godot by Samuel
Beckett, a particularly poignant play for our world full of displaced people
waiting for their luck to change. Tickets from Devizes Books are £8 and £9.

Steeple Rocks Choir!
Steeple Rocks Choir is appearing at a concert on Saturday 14th May in St Mary’s
Church, Steeple Ashton. Amongst the performers there will be guest appearances
from Acrosanti - a very talented String Quartet offering a wide range of music from
classical to folk, Steeple Rocks of course, a brilliant young cellist and others to be
confirmed. Tickets £10 from Steeple Ashton shop or the number below. Proceeds
from the concert will go to Splitz which is a charity based in Wiltshire, Devon and
Gloucestershire. Their work involves helping women and young
people who experienced the trauma of domestic abuse.
Adrienne Hale 01380 871890
_________________________
Cantamus Chamber Choir
Treasury: A Celebration of Music and Verse
th
Saturday 7 May 2016 7.30pm at St Nicholas Church, Winsley
Michael Daniels - Conductor
Steven Hollas - Organist
The choir will sing works by Hubert Parry and Richard Rodney Bennett, as well
as some settings of Shakespeare to music to commemorate the playwright‟s
400th anniversary. Louis Vierne’s triumphant Messe Solennelle Op 16 for two choirs
completes the programme. Tickets (including complimentary refreshments): £10 /
£5 Students & U18s - available from Wiltshire Music Centre. Tel: 01225 860100 /
Web: www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk
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Keevil Scarecrow Trail - 14th-15th May 2016 - 10am-4pm
On 14th-15th May, Keevil will be hosting its annual Scarecrow Trail
around its picturesque village. For the theme for this year, we will be
welcoming in an array of "Childhood TV Favourites" from across the
generations. Most correct answers wins £100 cash and best scarecrow
wins a £100 travel voucher. There will be 40 scarecrows on show, two of which will
be made by local artists. To take part costs just £3 per answer sheet. A children‟s trail
is available too with fabulous prizes, and lots of other attractions. Trail to be opened
by TV presenter Paul Martin.
All profits are ploughed back into Keevil C of E Primary School.
Check out the website – www.keevilscarecrowtrail.co.uk
White Horse Opera's Spring Concert
Friday 22nd April in Devizes Town Hall
in memory of Vince Gaiger.
"A Night at the Opera" will include popular favourites such as the Easter Hymn &
The Brindisi from La Traviata with guest tenor Carlos Alonso.
Money will be raised for The Cystic Fibrosis Trust and The Nestling Trust.
Tickets £10 are available from Devizes Books 01380-725944 and on-line at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera

NORTHERN HARMONY
Young American singing group
with harmonies from across the globe.
Market Lavington Community Hall
on Tuesday 12th April
3.30-5.30pm – singing workshop
5.30pm – potluck supper
7.30pm – concert
Tickets: £8 concert, £12 workshopfrom Market Lavington PO or
joanne.e.richards@btinternet.com

CALNE CHORAL CONCERT.
Handel: Messiah (Parts II &III) & Stanford Three Motets
With acclaimed international soloists - Gwen Martin (Soprano),
Hannah Cooke (Contralto), Gareth Treseder (Tenor), Edmund
Saddington (Bass) - and full orchestra
(Conductor: Philip Springate).
Saturday 23rd April at 7.30pm, at St. Mary's Church, Calne.
Tickets £10 (Students and children £2) from choir members or on the door.
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VOICES FROM SYRIA
Come and hear The Reverend Andrew Ashdown. Andrew has extensive knowledge
of the Middle East and has just returned from visits to Syria, Iraq and Lebanon.
Edington Priory Church - Saturday 30th April 2016, 4-6pm
ALL WELCOME
Free Admission. There will be a retiring collection for Embrace the Middle East
Registered Charity 1076329
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

"REMEMBERING NEPAL"
Wednesday, 13th April, 7 - 8:30pm
Cleeve House, Trowbridge Road, Seend
In the aftermath of the April, 2015 earthquake, Cleeve House in Seend invites you to
an evening of adventures in Nepal.
- Dr. Catriona Valenta, retired medical doctor will share photo highlights from
her trek at the base camp to Mt. Everest
- Sophia Nicholls, former student of Seend Primary, will perform her own
choreographed dance to music from India.
- Mrs. Ginger Nicholls will share photo/video highlights of her and her
husband's 15 years dedication to Nepal including supporting the peace
process after the Maoist Revolution in 1996.
Light refreshments to follow. Donations collected to support several schools in
Nepal through the Women‟s Federation For World Peace. Seend 01380-827129.
Wedding Fair and Wedding Boot Sale
at Cleeve House Seend
on Sunday April 10th, 11.00am –3.00pm
for more information please call 07793357632
or email info@cleeve-house.com

And finally:
One for all the musicians involved in the events listed……
“There are two golden rules for an orchestra: start together and finish
together. The public doesn‟t give a damn what happens in between.”
Thomas Beecham
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USEFUL CONTACTS: Please tell Spotlight if your group’s contact details change)
CHURCH: Priest in Charge: Revd Maureen Allchin 01380 828931. Benefice Administrator:
Mrs Sue Taylor 01225 709360. Churchwardens: Holy Cross Seend: Mrs Anne Ewing, 01380
828557, Mr Steve Taylor 01225 709360; Christ Church Bulkington: Mrs Liz Futter 828485,
Mrs Anne Saywell 828931; LPAs: Mrs Jane Goman 827121, Mrs Liz Futter 828485 & Mrs
Tina Yockney 827139. Bell Ringers: L Murray 828513.
Irene Usher Memorial Hall (The Pavilion) Bookings - Richard Walker on 828250
Bulkington Village Hall - Nev Boulton 828101 or Roger Futter 828485
Bulkington Playing Field: Chairman Jamie Streeter - 828835 - jamiestreeter@hotmail.co.uk
Seend Community Centre/Club - 828796 (7.30-11pm only). Bookings: 07703 814111.
Website: www.seendcommunitycentre.com and find us on facebook
Seend Shuttle: Bookings and drivers: Alison Cobbing 07951030491 or 01380 850511
Seend Parish Council Clerk - Rosemary Fisher 828281 www.seendparishcouncil.co.uk
Seend’s Wiltshire Councillor - Jonathon Seed 01380 850695 jonathon.seed@wiltshire.gov.uk
Seend Website: www.seend.org.uk - Neil Yockney 827139. Seend School - 828334
Bulkington Website: www.bulkington.org.uk
Rights of Way Warden – Paul Millard, 01225 712821
Connect2 (transport to RUH; book at least one day ahead) 08456 525255 (Ends 10/6/2016)
Community Beat Manager for Seend PC Emily Thomas. Tel: 101, or e-mail
melkshamruralsouthnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk.
Seend Fund (village charity): 01380 828757
MP Claire Perry, 01380 729358 (M-F 9.30am-1pm) claire.perry.mp@parliament.uk
MEP - Graham Watson 01458 252265. Melksham Area Board – 07917 721371.
100+Club Draw – Karen & Steve Cubberley – steven@cubberley.com - tel: 828423
Book Clubs - the original: Sylvia Ewin 828325 - the other: Frank Teasdale 828617
Bouncy Club - Paulette Pardoe 07944 300350
Brownies - Helen Hook 828477
Cricket Club - John Wiltshire 07791 144248
Fawlty Players Panto Group - Tessa Doe 828617& find Seend Village Pantomime on facebook
Fete – Nick Vaux - seendlrf@gmail.com (www.seendfete.co.uk)
Flower Show – Brian Jaques 827137
FOSS (Friends of Seend School) Mel Steel 07739 899741
Gardening Club - Carole Vince 01380 871259
Historic Houses Club - Mary Warren 01225707357 or Neil Yockney 827139
LINK Scheme - 075320 55560
Lye Field Committee – www.seendlyefield.org
Neighbourhood Watch - Brian Hunt (Seend) 828581; Cavan Moroney (Sells Green) 828606;
Owen Burton (Seend Cleeve) 828820; John Scott (Bulkington) 828026.
Preschool - Liz Futter 828485
Poetry Group - Tessa Doe 828617
Ramblers - Gerald Salter 01225 706451
Royal British Legion - Roger Brind 828830
Seend Singers - Bob McCulloch 828508
Short Mat Bowls Club - Colin Waldeck 828946
Tennis Club - Ric Ellinger 828687
Theatre Club - Sylvia Ewin 828325; Marion Whitehead 828612
WEA - Pam Church - 828597
WI - Fiona Johnson on 828401 and Gill Acornley 01225 707218
Wine Circle – Steve Parsons 07974 347487 or Simon McManus 07896 711764
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Seend Post Office
& Village Store
01380 828250
NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
WINES BEERS & SPIRITS
GROCERIES
THE HEALTH LOTTERY
POSTCARDS & STATIONERY

Village Store

Post

Office
Mon

9.00 - 5.30

9.00 - 5.30

Tues

9.00 - 5.30

9.00 - 5.30

Wed

9.00 - 5.30

9.00 - 4.30*

Thurs

9.00 - 1.00

9.00 - 1.00

Fri

9.00 - 5.30

9.00 - 5.30

Sat

8.30 - 1.00

9.00 - 1.00

Sun

9.00 - 10.30

Closed

Bank
Holidays

9.00 - 10.30

Closed
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* note early closing

