
SPOTLIGHT 
Seend & Bulkington 

 

 

November 2009 



DIARY DATES FOR LATE OCTOBER 
29th  British Legion AGM, 8pm  Community Centre 
31st Halloween Dance for Dorothy House, 8pm Community Centre 
 

DIARY DATES FOR NOVEMBER 
3rd First Steps Service, 2.15pm 
3rd Service of  Installation of Rev Renée Coulson, 7.30pm, Holy Cross Church 
4th Shuttle shopping trip (phone 828203 to book by Monday 2nd) 
7th Fireworks at Bulkington Playing Field, , 6 for 6.30pm 
7th Wine and Food Fair, Community Centre, 7.30pm 
8th Remembrance Sunday 
9th Mobile Library - 9.35 am The Lye; 10am telephone box, Seend Cleeve;  
 10.55am Tipsy Toad car park, Bulkington 
9th Short Mat Bowls AGM, Community Centre, 7.30pm 
11th  Remembrance Day 
14th  DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY SPOTLIGHT 
14th Craft Fair, 10.30-3.30 in the Pavilion 
18th Nosh and Natter lunch club, 12 for 12.30, Seend Community Centre 
20th Ramblers’ social evening, 7.30 for 8pm in the Pavilion 
22nd Ramblers meet 9.30am Rusty Lane 
23rd Mobile Library - 9.35 am The Lye; 10am telephone box, Seend Cleeve;  
 10.55am Tipsy Toad car park, Bulkington 
26th Annual Meeting of Seend Community Centre, 7.30pm 
27th Seend School Christmas Fayre, 
27th Ladies’ Pamper Night at Keevil School, 6.30pm 
28th WI Good as New Sale,  from 10am in the Pavilion 
28th Craft Fayre at Cleeve House,  10am-4pm 
 
DIARY DATES FOR DECEMBER 
2nd Quiz Night, Pavilion 6.30 for 7pm start 
5th Snowball at Trowbridge Civic Hall in aid of Keevil School 
7th Mobile Library - 9.35 am The Lye; 10am telephone box, Seend Cleeve;  
 10.55am Tipsy Toad car park, Bulkington 
12th  Due Voci in concert, Seend Community Centre,  8pm 
15th Carols by the fire, Cleeve House, 7pm 
16th  Christmas Nosh and Natter, 12 for 12.30 Seend Community Centre 
19th Christmas Bingo, 7.30pm Seend Community Centre 
20th Carol Service, Holy Cross 
 
Newcomer to Seend? 
Call in at the shop/PO and ask for your copy of the Welcome booklet, which tells you 
all you need to know about the village.  
 

And visit www.seend.org.uk for village history, Shuttle timetables, What’s On, useful 
links and back numbers of Spotlight and Happenings! 
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Watch the fireworks at Bulkington Playing Field 
 The annual fireworks display will be held on Saturday 
7th November at Bulkington Playing field at 6.30pm, 

gates open from 6.00pm. Entry by donation.      
 

 Food and drinks will be available to keep you warm  
while you watch a skyful of entertainment. 

 

 We look forward to seeing you there with your family and friends. 

  

 (Ian Dobson on behalf of the Bulkington Playing Field Committee 
07802 329815)  
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EVENTS IN DECEMBER  
 

Christmas Concert 
Saturday 12th December at 8pm in the Community Centre 

Due Voci 
Two of the leading voices from White Horse Opera bring us songs from the shows,  

a bit of opera, mixed with comedy and seasonal favourites.  
Tickets £6 (from Shop/PO and Community Centre)  

will include tea or coffee and mince pies! Bar and raffle. 
 

Christmas Carols by the Fire  
in the Great Hall at Cleeve House 
Tuesday 15th December  at 7pm 

 

Collection for Relate Mid Wiltshire. All welcome. 
 

Christmas  Bingo - fun for all the family! 
in Seend Community Centre  

7.30pm Saturday 19th December - free entry! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please let us know of any births, marriages, deaths, special birthdays,  

thank-yous etc that you would like to see included here.) 
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  
  

A Big thank you to all who attended my Phoenix Trading Coffee morning at my house. 
We raised £128.23 from coffee and cake sales/ a raffle and a 10% donation from all 
Phoenix card sales. Also a big thanks to Claire Young ( £ 15.50) and Rachel Lewis
( £18.05) who also held Phoenix coffee events and raised another £ 33.55 between them. 
Taking our joint total raised to £ 161.78.  
 

A big thank you, also to my hubby for staying home to look after our little girl, 
Erin (and a friend's little boy, Jack!) so I could help sort cake and orders and Marg Steel 
for 'doing' the drinks. It was a lovely morning, if a bit chaotic at times. But I hope all who 
came had a nice time. Thank you for your support.  

Melanie Steel  
 
 

Timothy James Allen (aka Jamie) has been appointed vicar of New Plymouth St 
Mary, and Foundation Dean, Taranaki Deanery (Waikato, Anglican Church in 
Aoterora, New Zealand and Polynesia). 

 
HELP! 

For their stall at this year’s Seend Fete, the Women’s Institute asked for 
contributions of items such as necklaces and bracelets and, in response, I donated a 
number of my late wife’s accessories, being under the impression that they were to 
be disposed of. This was a mistake on my part. Although they were of no significant 
monetary value, they were of considerable sentimental value to my daughters and 
they are anxious to do everything possible to retrieve them. 
 

If you bought any such items at the Fete – or if you know of anybody who may 
have, including people from further afield who would not be reading Spotlight – I 
should be extremely pleased to hear from you. Of particular importance are a long, 
plain, gold coloured chain, a blue, lapis lazuli type necklace with graduated size 
beads, and a fairly long necklace of small, pale green beads. 
 

If you can help in any way, please phone 01380 871259 – I shall be very grateful. 
. 

RECORD BREAKING DAY AT SEEND FETE 
 

Autumn is well and truly here. It is with great pleasure that we look 
back to what was a fabulous August day, Seend’s most successful 
Fete ever! 
 

The Committee is pleased to announce the final, fantastic total. An amazing 
£7,965.28, was raised in support of local good causes. The Pavilion which is used 
by many village organisations is looking resplendent with its new floor. With other 
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SEEND AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 
Our speaker this month was Derry Watkins from Special Plants 
near Bath who told us about gravel gardening.  She is a well-
known plantswoman who has travelled the world collecting 
hardy herbaceous and tender perennial plants and has made a 
garden on a sloping site outside Bath with beautiful views across the valley.  
The soil was sticky clay so to build a gravel garden immediately at the back of 
the house the topsoil was removed and 8 inches of gravel put down.  Many of 
the tender plants she uses thrive in harsh conditions coming from places 
exposed to extremes of weather and where the soil is poor. The depth of the 
gravel on poor soil meant the plants survived our wet winters much better 
than being in ordinary flower beds and the plants were very healthy. Those 
plants which seed everywhere don’t seed in that depth of gravel but find better 
spots elsewhere in the garden, so keeping the gravel weed free is not the 
problem it is in gravel drives.   
 

Derry was an enthusiastic speaker who kept us entertained and she also 
brought a huge number of unusual plants which stretched across the hall from 
one side to the other, quite a lot of which were eagerly snapped up at the end 
of the talk. 
The winner of the competition for succulents/cacti was Jenny Raby-Cox. 
Next month we welcome back Fred Swift to educate us further in the ways of 
bees and beekeepers.  Non-members are welcome. The competition will be a 
honey cake.   

Sue. 
 

SEEND SHUTTLE 
 

We have a vacancy on the Seend Community Bus committee. 
If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pete and Anita on 828757. 
 

First Wednesday Shopping Trip 
 

As usual, to book your place on the First Wednesday shopping trip on 4th 
November, please ring Terry on 828203 by Monday 2nd. This Christmas 
shopping trip is likely to be popular, so book early!! 
 

Don’t forget the Shuttle timetable is available on www.seend.org.uk or ring 
828617 for a copy. 
 
MOTHERS’ UNION  
Seend and Bulkington Branch 
 

One of the problems which increasing longevity has brought us is the 
increase in dementia. This means that we must be aware that we may 
develop Alzheimers Disease ourselves, or that it will affect someone close to 
us. What can we do to help them? 
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 At the September meeting of the Seend and Bulkington Branch of the MU we 
were glad to welcome Mrs Anna Littlechild of the Alzheimers Society who spoke 
about Alzheimers and what help was available. It is always worth discussing 
symptoms with your doctor, as early intervention by treatment with special drugs 
could delay the progress of the disease. Referral to a consultant neurologist or 
other specialist would establish the exact type of the disease. The Alzheimers 
Society offers help via day centres, information, practical help and advice. 
 

Research is continuing and funding this is a worthwhile cause for everyone to 
consider. 
 

Future dates:  
An Archdeaconry Festival Service at All Saints, Westbury, on 4th November  
at 2pm. 
November meeting – Talk by Mrs M Gange from the Children’s Society. There 
will be a ‘bring and buy’. Tribute money of £15 will be collected at this meeting. 
 
SEEND COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Community Centre will be held on Thursday, 
November 26th starting at 7.30 pm. and I sincerely hope that you will make a 
special effort to attend to hear and talk about the ways that you would wish to use 
this major asset to the social and community life of our village. 
 

At the previous annual meeting your committee members set out the progress that 
had been made and described the plans for the coming year.  I am delighted to tell 
you, that as the result of their hard work and the generosity of our sources of 
funds, that programme has been virtually completed. Over £100, 000 has been 
invested in those improvements, the official opening ceremony by Sir Mathew 
Thorpe was held on July 17th and Seend now has a Community Centre of which it 
can be truly proud. 
 

In these times of rapid social, economic and technology changes, it is all 
important for the future success of the Community Centre that it continues to 
reflect your changing needs and, hopefully, to be able provide the facilities to 
meet them. As a forum to hear your thoughts and ideas,  to discuss them and to 
decide how they might be implemented, is the prime purpose of this forthcoming 
Annual meeting.  But do please remember, an idea without appropriate action, 
will never get any bigger than the brain cell from which it was generated. So, as a 
member of YOUR Community Centre, we may need your help in putting agreed 
ideas into action. 
 

Do please come along to the meeting and if you do have any ideas as to how the 
usage of the Community Centre can continue to grow....they will be more than 
welcome. 

Peter Fisher 
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Coming events in the Community Centre: 
 

Nosh and Natter Lunch Club - 12 for 12.30 on Wednesday 18th November.  
Wine and Food Fair - Saturday 7th November, 7.30-10.30pm 
Christmas Concert by Due Voci - Saturday 12th December at 8pm 
Christmas Bingo - Saturday 19th December 
 

See details of these and other events in ‘Happenings!’ delivered with this 
magazine. 

 
 

 
 

THE SEEND AND DISTRICT THEATRE CLUB 
NEW YEAR INVITATION TO YOU  

 

The Club has 30 tickets to see the most  
fantasmagorical stage musical in the history of everything 

 

CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG 
at 

The Hippodrome Theatre, Bristol 
7.30pm on 28th January 2010  

 

With sensational sets and stunning special effects, this action-packed adventure is 
the story of the magical car, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. Eccentric inventor 
Caractacus Potts and children Jeremy and Jemima, alongside Truly Scrumptious 
and Grandpa Potts, all try to outwit the dastardly Baron and the famously evil 
Childcatcher.  
 

You will see the fantastic adventures of this out-of-the ordinary car flying through 
the air and sailing the seas. Since the much-loved 1968 film it has reached a new 
generation, through this enthralling and enchanting musical which burst onto the 
stage in 2002. 
 

The car cost £750,000, costumes £500,000, 30 actors/dancers, 46 children, 14 
musicians, 30 technicians, 11 dogs and one flying car to make one performance!  

 

DON’T LET IT TAKE OFF WITHOUT YOU! 
 

This is such a special opportunity that we are opening it to everyone, whether 
members or not, but Theatre Club members will take precedence.  Stalls tickets 
£30.50, Coach fare payable on the night depending on attendance - £6.50 to 
£9.00. Leaves Dial Close 6.00pm. 
 

Contact: Tony Ewin, Cranbelle, Rusty Lane, Seend SN 12 6NS. Tel. 01380 
828325 before 23rd November 2009. 
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100+ CLUB : 2009/2010 
 

The draw for September took place on Tuesday, September 8th at the 
Irene Usher Hall following the quarterly meeting of the Lye Field 
Committee. The following numbers were drawn by members of the Committee:  
 

1st  Prize: £35     151  Frank Teasdale      
2nd Prize:  £30     181  Miss V M Smith  
3rd Prize:  £25      75  Mrs Marcia Cottle 
4th Prize: £20        4  Harry Broadbridge   
5th Prize: £15       19  Peter Dearling 
6th Prize: £10       33  Wlliam Hickman 

Bernie Prolze, 100+ Club Organiser 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

All Members are reminded that the following Parades and Services 
will take place on Remembrance Sunday and Remembrance Day: 
Remembrance Sunday ( Sunday 8th November 2009 ) 
Parade at the Rectory end of Church Walk at 1040 hrs, march to the War 
Memorial for the laying of wreaths and then continue into Church for the 
normal Sunday Service with Act of Remembrance at 1100 hrs.  
The service will be followed by refreshments in the Community Centre to 
which all members of the congregation are invited. 
Please do your best to attend this service, and the refreshments afterwards, as it 
is our new Vicar’s first service after her induction and this will be an ideal time 
to meet her.  
Remembrance Day ( Wednesday 11th November 2009 ) 
Muster at the War Memorial at 1045 hrs for prayers and the act of 
Remembrance at 1100 hrs. All members of the general public, who are not 
members of The Royal British Legion, are more than welcome to attend. 

Roger Brind 
British Legion Poppy Appeal 2009 
 

Poppies have been delivered to collectors on 22nd/23rd October and you may 
well have received a visit at home already. 
 

For those who like to help further by signing a Gift Aid envelope, the collectors 
have already made out your envelopes (based on previous years) and will only 
require a signature.  Please put your contribution either in the envelope or in the 
collection box.  The collections finish on Remembrance Sunday, 8th November. 
 

As you are all well aware, there has been a particular emphasis on Service 
Welfare so please help as best you can. 
 

A R Hodgkinson, Poppy Appeal Organiser (01380 828545) 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - SEEND BRANCH 
 
The Seend Branch was formed following the dedication 
of the War Memorial in February 1921. We have 67 
members of whom 40 reside in the village. 
 
Our mission is to safeguard the welfare, interests and 
memory of those who are serving or have served in the 
Armed Forces. 
 

We Remember 
 
The men of Seend who gave their lives in two World Wars. They are 
remembered, in perpetuity, on the War Memorials in Seend Church. We 
provide help and support to Seend veterans and their families in times of 
difficulty. 
 
We Honour 
 
Those service personnel who lost their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Also, those who continue to serve, in our name, in these conflict areas 
and in other parts of the world. 
 
We Support 
 
The Honour the Covenant Campaign. This draws Government 
attention to gaps in health and welfare support for Armed Forces 
personnel, veterans and their families. It seeks greater compensation for 
the seriously injured, better health care and rehabilitation facilities, 
priority treatment for veterans, comprehensive support for injured 
personnel and their families and more support for bereaved families. 
 
We Contribute 
 
Thanks to the generosity of our members and the 
good people of Seend, we raised £3000+ in 2008 to 
support the work of The Royal British Legion 
nationally. We expect to exceed this figure in 2009. 
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 SEEND AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 
 

24 members enjoyed a very successful weekend in the Forest of 
Dean, from 16th-18th October, staying at The Speech House Hotel, 

Coleford. 18 members took on the challenging walks organised by  Brian and 
Geraldine De’Ath (Saturday) and Gerald and Lin Salter (Sunday). Six 
members who do not walk found plenty of interesting things to do whilst the 
others were out walking, all meeting up in the evenings to socialise. 
 

Saturday’s circular walk of 7¼miles commenced from Clearwell Caves car 
park, taking us through ancient woodland, undulating pastures and hillsides 
leading us to the village of Whitecliff. After refuelling at The Ostrich pub, we 
continued over more scenic countryside, making a steep climb into a lane 
where, eventually, spectacular views of the River Wye could be seen. Further 
field walking brought us down into the village of Clearwell, with the final haul 
back up to the car park. On returning to the hotel we were certainly looking 
forward to our evening meal! 
 

Sunday’s circular route of 6 miles commenced from Parkend. We passed 
through woodland to Cannop Ponds, famous for its mandarin ducks, walking 
on mainly forest tracks encountering one steep climb. On the return leg we 
passed through an RSPB Reserve. Altogether it was a very pleasant autumn 
walk. On returning to Parkend, we met up with the remaining six members of 
our group. Our weekend had come to a very successful conclusion and it was 
time for us to make our journeys home. 
 

Social Evening – Friday 20th November: 7.30 for 8pm start at the Irene 
Usher Pavilion. Speaker: Mr Paul Mitchell, who will be bringing along his 
collection of many hand-carved walking sticks and entertaining us, in his own 
way, with his special presentation. Admission £2.50. There will be a raffle. 
Bring a plate of food towards the buffet supper. Wine is provided. 
 

Next walk – Sunday 22nd November. Meet in Rusty Lane for 9.30am 
eparture. Leaders are Jo and Colin Waldeck. Contact them on 01380 828946 
should you wish to get more details nearer the time. 

Lin Salter – 01225 706451 
 

Ron Westacott Memorial Walk 
 

On 25th October, a group of villagers - plus Ron Westacott’s son, daughter-in-
law and son-in-law, inaugurated the REW Memorial Walk in ideal autumn 
walking weather. A collection en route raised over £50 for Dorothy House, 
Ron’s favourite charity. Incidentally, the family told us that the collection at 
and after Ron’s funeral raised nearly £800. 
 

Leaflets with a map and description of the walk are available from Seend 
Shop/PO and the Community Centre should you wish to walk the waymarked 
route in Ron’s memory. 
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SEEND WI 
 

Seend WI turns 90! 
 

What a celebration to mark the 90th birthday of Seend WI!  
 

On Wednesday 7th October people from across the village united in a true 
community celebration of 90 years of Seend WI. A wonderful event where we 
shared supper together with entertainment and reminiscences of days gone before. 
Our guests included the President of the Wiltshire Federation, Sandra Mistlin and 
representatives of the Lye Field Committee and the Community Centre.  
 

I would like to thank the hard work of all of the committee and other members for 
the organisation and efforts in making the event such an outstanding success. 
 

Our next meeting will take place on Wednesday 11 November 2009 at the Irene 
Usher Memorial Pavilion at 7.30pm. It promises to be a very interesting and 
enjoyable evening with ‘Dotties Party’ – bags and jewellery from Madagascar.  
 

And please don’t forget to bring a gift for people receiving treatment at Green Lane 
Hospital. This is our one competition of the year – ‘the best wrapped parcel’ - so 
get your creative head on! Please mark if the gift is intended for a man or a woman. 
 

And another date for your diary is our ‘Good As New’ sale taking place in the 
Pavilion on Saturday 28 November 2009 kicking off at 10am. Come along and 
update your wardrobe! 
 

If you have any items of clothing, shoes, accessories etc that you would like to sell 
on a 50/50 basis please contact Jo Vaux on 828970 or Fiona Johnson on 828401. 
We will also be holding a bookstall for you to empty your bookshelves of those 
summer reads. 
 

Come along and join in the fun. 
Sarah Todhunter, President  

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

NEWS FROM SEEND C.E. SCHOOL 
 

1. After school clubs for next term will be: 
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Football 
(years 5&6) 
Netball 
(years 5&6) 
Art (year 2) 
French 
(years 1-6) 

Dance (3,4 
& 5) 
Skipping 
(Years 1 & 
2) 

Creative 
writing 
years (3,4 
&5) 
  
Judo (years 
1-6) 

Hockey 
( years 5&6) 

Tag Rugby 
(years 3,4,5 
&6) 
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2. Well done to: 
• The football team who came second in the tournament at John of 

Gaunt School last week. Team members were Logan Lorne, William 
Thompson, James Thompson, Michael Thompson, Tom Gilbert, Euan 
Conboy, Matthew Purdy, Toby Bond and Tom Hawkins. 

• The school Council who asked some excellent questions at the 
interview for the new head teacher.  

• Golden learners:  Holly Class -Juliette Clark, Oak Class -Josh 
Hardiman, Chestnut Class -Jack Sandilands and Sycamore Class -
Charlotte Oddy. Please note that it was Deya Jacques that was in the 
golden learner last month and not Rioja. Sorry Deya! 

 

3. Thank you to: 
• All parents who attended our recent Parent Evenings. We had a virtual 

100% turn out. 
• The PSC who arranged a “Ready Steady Cook” evening. A successful 

and fun packed time was enjoyed by many. 
• All the children who were excellent throughout the day of the 

interviews for the new head teacher. Many visitors commented on their 
positive behaviour and the happy atmosphere. 

 

4. There is a vacancy for Parent Governor. Details about nomination and 
election process will be sent out to parents on Monday 2nd November.   

5.  Admissions information. 
• Primary School Place: if you have a child who will be four years old 

before September 2010 you must apply for a school primary place. 
This can be done by collecting an application form from schools, 
playgroups, pre-schools and County Hall. In addition you can apply 
online via www.wiltshire.gov.uk. The deadline for applications is 
Noon on Friday 20th November 2009. All forms must be returned to 
the school admissions team at County hall, Trowbridge. 

•  Vacancies at the school can arise in different year groups when 
families move out of the area. For more information please contact the 
school. 

 

6. Dates of forthcoming events: 
• Return to school after half term on Monday 2nd November. 
• Dance coaching commences on Wednesdays for Chestnut and 

Sycamore classes. 
• Some children will be representing the school at the War memorial 

Service on November 11th. 
• Teddy Bear’s Bedtime stories Wednesday November 11th at 6pm. 
• Christmas fair Friday 27th November at 6pm. 

 Barry Hickey (Acting Head) 
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SEEND SCHOOL PARENT SOCIAL CLUB 
 

We have just had the best evening so far at school…with our Pampered Chef/
Ready Steady Cook Challenge. Great fun was had by everyone who came and 
some excellent food was cooked. It was great to see some villagers who have no 
children at school having a fun evening – so thank you to those people. 
 

Our next event is the Annual Christmas Fayre, held in the School Hall from 
6pm onwards on Friday 27th November. We have lots of wonderful stalls to 
tempt you – Jewellery, The Really Expensive Chocolate Co, Party Lite Candles 
and many more. So don’t miss it!! 
 

We also have a Scooby Doo Mystery Machine to take the children on a 
mysterious journey to visit Father Christmas!! Each child will receive a gift. The 
tickets will cost £3.00 and will be on sale the week before. 
 

We really hope to raise a considerable amount of money towards our all-
weather surface for the Timber Trail. 
 

There will be lots of other events including a disco and a Children In Need non-
school uniform day – so watch this space!!! 
 

Thanks to everyone who supports the school – it’s really appreciated! 
Rachel Lewis   

(01380 828293) 
 
NEWS FROM FRIENDS OF KEEVIL SCHOOL 
 

The pace is starting to quicken with various fundraising events getting under 
way for FOKS. The first thing I have to mention is our annual Snowball to be 
held at the Civic Hall in Trowbridge on Saturday 5th December. For those of 
you who joined us last year you will know what a great night this is and well 
worth the money at £30 per ticket. This price includes a drink on arrival, three 
course meal, disco, live band, casino and raffle. At the moment there are only 2 
full tables of 10 still available so don’t be disappointed – contact Christina 
Streeter on 01380 871029 or Catherine Cosgrove on 01380 871032 to purchase 
those tickets. There is also a bus available picking up and dropping off from the 
local villages. For more information please contact Melody Aspinall or school. 
Another brilliant night out is our Ladies Pamper Night on 27th November 
(Friday) at school starting at 6.30pm until 9.30pm. Treat yourself to many 
relaxing therapies and maybe do some early Christmas shopping from the 
various craft stalls. There will also be tea, coffee, wine and cake to make this a 
really fun social evening. 
 

Because of the success of our 100 Club last year we are aiming to get to 140 this 
year to commemorate the School’s 140th year. To join this club, a donation of 
£12 will give you a number and entry into 4 draws to be held over the academic 
year. For each of these draws there is a first prize of £50, a second prize of £25 
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and a third of £15. Because we did so well last year we also had a bonus draw 
giving prizes away totalling £130. If we have even higher membership this 
year, then prizes will reflect this. To join the draw pick up a leaflet from 
school or contact Lesley Carter on 01380 871966 or Sarah Henry on 01380 
870577. Thanks for your support and Good Luck! 
 

During November we will have for sale our school calendar again featuring 
the children and some teachers!! These will cost £7.50 and will be sold on a 
first come, first served basis owing to their popularity. Sophie Mowbray is 
also compiling a cook book of everyone’s favourite recipes which I am sure 
will be a huge success. Sale date and price will be confirmed a little later but 
watch this space for that one! 
 

Thanks to everybody’s generosity and hard work with our past fundraising 
events, the committee has been able to help provide many things off the 
school’s wish list to help the school run more effectively and add to the 
children’s experience of school. Some of these have been whiteboard 
software, classroom equipment, coaches for school trips, educational 
experiences such as the Africa week and we are in the process of purchasing 
some playground equipment. There is also a circus skills day booked for 
February which sounds like great fun. Please support us in our latest ventures 
so that we may continue to spend for the benefit of the children. 
Goodbye for now and hope to see you all soon. 
 

Jan Flynn (Chair of FOKS) 
 

SEEND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A public meeting was held on Tuesday, 29th September 2009 at Seend 
Community Centre, prior to the Parish Council meeting. Eleven Parish 
Councillors were present, as well as Mr. Spencer Drinkwater and Ms. Laura 
Gosling, Senior Transport Planners, Transport Development Services, 
Wiltshire Council; County Councillor Jonathon Seed; Community Beat 
Manager PC Emily Thomas and (approx) 115 members of the public. The 
Chairman, Mr. Davis, welcomed everyone to the meeting, and introduced 
Spencer Drinkwater and Laura Gosling. 
 

Mr. Drinkwater opened by saying that everyone should be aware that the 
survey undertaken at the end of 2008 dealt purely with freight movements. He 
explained that the County Council has developed a freight strategy that tries 
to identify strategic routes to get freight through the county. A number of 
local lorry routes were identified, the A361 was not deemed a lorry route, but 
the A365 was. Mouchel did the survey to see if it was valid and what were the 
freight management opportunities. The report suggested the best way to 
manage freight transport is to put a weight limit on the A361 between 
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Littleton Roundabout and Seend Fork. This will ensure that the bulk of the 
freight movements will go on to the A365. This introduction was followed by a 
question and answer and comments session from the floor. A transcript is 
available from the Parish Clerk. 
 

The Chairman summed up the meeting by asking for a show of hands from 
members of the public present on whether they would like to see a weight 
restriction on the A361, as recommended by the survey. This showed that the 
vast majority were overwhelmingly in favour of the recommended weight 
limit. The Chairman also asked members of the public to write to Wiltshire 
Council with their views. The Chairman closed the meeting, and thanked Mr 
Drinkwater and Ms Gosling for giving up their time to come along to the 
meeting and members of the public for attending and expressing their views. 
The Parish Council has followed this up by writing to Wiltshire Council 
Transport Development Services to confirm the views of the meeting. 
 

The open meeting was followed by the Parish Council meeting. 
 

PC Emily Thomas said that she had been asked about a possibility of a 
crossing close to the church; it would be possible for the road to be assessed 
to see if a crossing was feasible. Members of the PC felt there was a visibility 
problem with this location. PC Thomas also reported that there was an increase 
in the incidence of metal theft, also hare coursing around the Steeple Ashton 
area; the Police were using the Hunting Act to deal with this. She said that she 
would ask CSO Rosina Baldock to visit the school to see if there had been any 
further incidents of vandalism. 
 

Spiderweb Paddock – Cllr Seed said that, following visits by the Enforcement 
Officer, Mr. Shearmon was found not to be living at the property, and there is 
no evidence that planning regulations are being broken. The caravan has now 
been removed. The Chairman said that he had visited Spiderweb Paddock 
unannounced prior to the PC meeting, and was allowed access by Mr. 
Shearmon. From what he could see, there is no evidence that he is living there. 
The pole barn is full of hay. Mr. Shearmon indicated that any member of the 
PC is welcome to make a site visit.  
 

Footpath 24 – The Clerk advised that Mr Macdonald’s address had now been 
given to Esther Daly. 
 

Mobile home, G & S Patios – E-mail received from Steven Jenkins. The owner 
of the site is awaiting a letter from the Police; following this he will send the 
rest of the information so that full registration can take place. 
 

Speed signs – A grant application for speed signs has been submitted.  A letter 
has been received from Melksham Without Parish Council about traffic 
calming and mobile speed signs.  They ask if parishes could combine to make a 
joint application for funding to the Area Board to purchase one or two sets of 
signs for use by the Police in the Melksham community area.  They enclosed 
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details of the signs available and likely costs.  Members discussed the 
possibility of a combined application, but preferred that Seend PC purchase a 
set for use in different locations around Seend.  
 

The following applications were considered, and no objections raised: 
 
E/09/1068/FUL Mr & Mrs Shearmon, Spiderweb Farm, Rusty Lane 
   Extension of the approved machinery store 
 

E/09/1086/FUL Mr D Paget, Steppingstones, 3 Row Lane 
   Demolition of existing garage and erection of  
   replacement 
 

E/09/1173/FUL Dr R Gabriel, 5 School Road 
   Second storey and garden room extensions and detached 
   double garage 
 

The Parish Council would request clarification of the amendments to the 
following application. 
 

E/09/1114/FUl Mr A Drewett, Seven Acres Farm, Curnicks Lane, off 
   Broad Lane 
   Erection of stables and barn (amendment to approved 
   scheme 
    K/59159/F) 
 

There were objections to the following application: 
 

E/09/1197/TCA Mr R D Trahar, The Rectory, High Street 
   The felling of a group of four sycamore trees in the 
   garden of the property toward the roadside boundary 
Members were opposed to the removal of trees in a conservation area, and 
felt that it would impact on the street scene. 
 

The Parish Steward will be in Seend on 23 November and 18 December.  
Please advise the Parish Clerk if there are any areas for attention.    

Letter received concerning The Ron Westacott Memorial Walk, asking if 
the Parish Council would be willing to contribute.  It was proposed and 
seconded that a donation of £50 be made.  Agreed unanimously. 
 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 27th October 2009. 
 

Mrs Rosemary Fisher, Clerk 
 

Bulkington Drainage Update – 11 October 2009 
 

The first couple of weeks of October have, at last, seen a massive move 
forward in the programme to correct our village drainage problems.  
Almost everyone will have seen the army of Wiltshire Council sponsored 
contractors with jetting equipment, tankers and the drain camera team 
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moving methodically through the village’s rainwater drainage system. The 
aim was to inspect all drain lines, thoroughly clean them by pressure jetting, 
and to record on film the evidence of the condition of each and every drain. 
From that information a condition report can be prepared. 
 

While the teams were here for a whole nine days they unfortunately ran out 
of time before having to move on to Keevil, and were unable to complete the 
survey of the drains in Wickleaze Lane. However, on the positive side 
Wiltshire Council Highways Engineers are now fully aware of the issues 
which have to be addressed in order to make all our drainage work 
effectively. Within a few weeks they will be looking at what repairs have to 
be carried out and forming a plan to implement these. 
 

In addition to the Council teams, others such as farmer Robert Breach have 
been busy clearing overgrown ditches along field edges to the north of the 
village, adding to those cleared earlier this year before the crops were sown. 
The effort and the progress in repairing our drainage systems shown by 
Robert is very welcome indeed and the village is indebted to him for the 
example he has set among riparian owners of ditches and drains.  
 

It is however worth noting that flood waters which arise from the area of Mill 
Lane are still unable to flow northwards to the field drains, as some riparian 
owners have yet to attend to their back garden ditches. These residents have 
received notice in writing from Wiltshire Council and asked to carry out 
repairs and it is hoped that they will attend to these before the seasons heavier 
rainfalls descend.     
 

Calum Ogilvie  
 
 

Ron Westacott Memorial Cricket Match 
 

We’re printing both reports of this match that we received, as they 
are quite different from each other and together give an excellent 
record of the afternoon. 
 

What a wonderful game of cricket this turned out to be! Ron was certainly 
looking down upon us for this event and provided a perfect afternoon with 
glorious sunshine throughout. A good attendance enjoyed a very competitive 
game and plenty of tea and cake! I think the present team, which is full of 
very promising youngsters, slightly underestimated the strength and 
experience of the 1988 side! Consequently the result was very close and a 
recount of the scorebook was necessary in order to conclude that the present 
team won by one solitary run. A closer result it could not have been and 
almost looks like a contrived finish, but I can assure you it was not. 
 

There were a good number of good individual performances but there can be 
no doubt that Ken Fisher’s choice of ‘Man of the Match’ as Wayne Sainsbury 
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was the correct one. I would like to thank everyone who worked to make this 
event possible, particularly the ladies who made the cakes. Richard Waylen  
will testify that they were as good as they were 20 years ago! 
The afternoon realised in excess of £250 for the funds and a donation for that 
amount has been forwarded to Ron’s favourite charity, Dorothy House Hospice. 
 

We are now well on the way financially towards the new wicket, and on behalf of 
the committee I would like to thank everyone who has donated. If there is anyone 
out there who has not yet contributed but would like to then please forward a 
cheque to me made out to Seend Cricket Club. Many thanks once again. 
 

Brian Hunt 
Seend Cricket Club 

 

And ace sports reporter Frankie Goddard’s report: 
 

On Saturday 19th September the current Seend cricket team took on the centenary 
side from 1988 in a 30 over memorial match in memory of the late Ron 
Westacott. Under the leadership of captain Ben King, the current side were sent in 
to bat first, and soon found themselves in all sorts of trouble at 4-4 after only a 
few overs. The most notable moment in the early stages was when the batsmen 
were Harry Waylen and Charlie Waylen; the bowlers were Dick Waylen and 
Kevin Waylen with Chris Waylen standing as umpire and Dan Waylen doing the 
scoring. Is this some kind of record? 
 

The young team then started to make amends, with Charlie Waylen being joined 
by Paris Goddard who began to forge something of a partnership, Paris top 
scoring with 30. The score was pushed on to a final total of 120, but with only 
Chris Waylen also reaching double figures. 
 

Things didn’t look too good when the veterans stepped out after a healthy tea 
which unfortunately for the youngsters failed to slow them down. Wayne 
Sainsbury led the charge, falling only 2 short of his half-century. The final over 
was agonising with the last pair at the crease needing 2 to win off the ultimate ball 
of the match. Luckily Tom Wallis’ sixth ball went straight through to the glove 
man Will Goodier who cemented the victory with a run out, triggering the 
traditional victors’ celebrations. 
 
SEEND SPORTS RESULTS AND FIXTURES  
 

Cricket – Captain – Ben King 
 

End of season Awards 
Batting Average Award – Russell Collins 
Batting Top Score Award – Tom Wallis 
Bowling Average Award – Paris Goddard 
Fielding Award – Russell Collins 
Captain’s Player Award – Charlie Waylen 
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Player’s Player Award – Russell Collins 
Champagne Moment – Harry Waylen  
Duck Trophy – Jake Sainsbury 
  

Tennis 
 

The seating plan at the politburo has been redrawn with Elaine Davis  
taking over as chair, Victoria Bowes becoming secretary and Ric Ellinger,  
after 15+ sterling years as chairman, taking over the reins as treasurer. 
 

Victoria organised a very successful end of season dinner at the Barge Inn on 15th 
October – thanks Victoria! 
 

As always any new members are most welcome particularly if they would like to 
play for any of the four teams we have in the Chippenham and District league, 
which will start again at Easter. 
 

Football 
 

Seend 1st XI – Manager – Steve Burns,  Assistant Manager – Matt Pearce 
 

The results for the 1st XI are as follows: 
 

5th September vs Deverills – Won 4-1 
12th September vs Frome Town Sports – Won 0-3 
26th September vs Bradford United – Drew 2-2 (Match to be replayed  
as Bradford fielded an ineligible player) 
3rd October vs KMLC FC – Wilts Junior Cup – Won 0-3 
10th October vs Steeple Ashton – Won 2-6 
 

Gary Higdon is top scorer with 10 goals, followed by Mike Hopkins with 3. The 
team are currently top of the league! 
 

Seend Reserves – Manager – Keith Anteney 
 

The results for the Reserves are as follows: 
 

12th September vs Heytesbury – Lost 1-2 (Match to be replayed as Heytesbury 
fielded an ineligible player) 
19th September vs Calne Eagles – Won 1-4 
26th September vs Foresters – Lost 5-0 
3rd October vs FC Northbridge – Lost 2-5 
10th October vs North Bradley – Won 1-2 
17th October vs The Stiffs – KO Cup – Won 0-5 
 

Dan Moore is top scorer with 3 goals. 
 

The Badgers’   Worton and Cheverell F.C.   www.wortonandcheverellfc.co.uk 
The Badgers are looking for more players to join the under 7s and under 8s 
(Reception Year, Year 1 and 2). Children are welcome to go along to one of the 
Saturday morning training sessions at West Lavington Village Hall starting at 
10.00 am. Contact Steve Dagnall 01380-727976 
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Skittles 
 

Seend A – Captain – John Wiltshire 
The A team has played 4 league matches and won 4, together with  
winning all 3 cup games. John Wiltshire puts this down to new signings!  
The wins have been against Seend D and Steeple Ashton – both 7-0, and Saracens 
and Comrades with wins of 6-1 in each match. Position – top of the league! 
 

Seend B – Captain – Nick Easton 
The season started with 2 defeats against Seend C 1-6, and Cons E again 1-6. The 
loss against Seend C was, reportedly, only the second time Seend B have lost to 
the C team since the war! The tide has recently turned with the first victory of the 
year over Legion E 5½– 1½ followed by a 6-1 win over Staverton A. 
 

Seend C – Captains – Josh Hamblin and Paris Goddard 
18th September: Won 6-1 vs Seend B, top scorer Ron Apted 29 
25th September: Lost 1-6 vs Staverton A, top scorer Chris Waylen 39 
2nd October: Won 328-296 vs Labour A in the cup, top scorer Sam Sainsbury 34 
9th October: Won 7-0 vs Cons B, top scorer Will Goodier 33 
16th October: Won 6-1 vs Lacock, top scorer Paris Goddard 34 
 

Seend D – Captain – Luke Ballinger 
The D team opened the season with a 7-0 loss to the A team, but won a close 
game 4-3 the next week against Comrades. Versus Cons C the team lost 6-1, and 
in their most recent fixture against Cooper Avon they won 5-2. In the cup the D 
team were knocked out by Melksham Rovers. 
 
 

Short Mat Bowls 
 

The Indian summer has inevitably driven the team outdoors leaving a 
dearth of short mat bowls matches to report on but Colin tells me that   
a heavy fixture list is on the horizon although he has had to remind the 
team that, in light of recent events, there must be no “blood capsule 
type happenings this season” – whatever that means. Despite all my efforts I 
haven’t been able to find out what really happened in the match against Middle 
Wallop. A wall of silence has descended and all that has leaked out is a 
suggestion that the MDF block was surreptitiously replaced during the drinks 
interval with a disguised piece of granite which when kicked by the opposition 
captain during their traditional “Wallop Haka” resulted in the usual wait in 
casualty…win some lose some. 
 

Finally a date for your diary not to be missed – the short mat bowls AGM will be 
on Monday 9th November at 7:30 in the Community Centre. 
 

Results for the December/January issue to the pit lane by 13th November please.  
Frankie Goddard – 01380 828488 
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BITS’N’BOBS 
 

Personal ads: To place a small ad (individuals, not businesses, thanks) please 
give your ad plus £2 to the PO/Shop or to Tessa at 6 New Buildings.  
 

WANTED 
I am looking to purchase land suitable for grazing (to supplement my existing 
rented grazing) within a reasonable radius of Seend Cleeve. Any acreage 
considered. Ideally looking for five acres upwards; realistic market price paid. 
Will consider inclusion of uplift clauses etc, if required.  
 

Please call/write without commitment at this stage: Juli Wilfort, 108 Seend 
Cleeve. Tel: 07885 103071 (evenings/weekends). Thank you. 
 

Carers Information & Support Service 
 

Carers do not necessarily see themselves as carers; they are mums and dads, 
husbands, wives, partners, brothers, sisters, friends and neighbours. They are 
simply doing what anyone would; providing unpaid care for a loved one or friend, 
helping them through when they are unable to do things for themselves. 
 

The fact is they are also carers. No one likes to be labelled, but recognising 
yourself as a carer can be the gateway to getting a range of help and support 
including information on having a break from your caring role. 
 

Carers Support has set-up a brand new service for unpaid carers across the whole 
of Wiltshire. The Carers Breaks Information & Support Service is completely free 
and aims to help carers access information on where and how they can take some 
time out.  Whether the break is for a few hours or a longer holiday period; we can 
advise from a variety of options best suited to the carer’s needs and interests. Our 
database holds details of hundreds of organisations and companies relating to 
specialist holiday providers, respite, care homes, products and services, day care, 
transportation and social activities including local clubs and groups.  
 

A break for a carer could be following up a hobby at an evening social group. It 
may be going on holiday with those that they care for at a place that provides 
good access and respite care. Or it may be as simple as having someone come to 
help with the housework.  
 

Whether the carer is in receipt of a direct payment or self-funding, we will do our 
best to research something that will suit you.  
 

Freephone:  0800 9173562 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) 
Email:  breaks@csww.co.uk 
Write:   Carers Information Service 
  Carers Support West Wilts 
  Independent Living Centre 
  St George’s Road 
  Semington, Trowbridge, BA14 6JQ 
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The Kennet & Avon Canal Trust  
celebrates 200 years of the canal 

 
The Kennet and Avon Canal was fully opened on 28th December 1810 by the 
completion of the Caen Hill Flight of locks now a scheduled monument, at 
Devizes Wiltshire. 
 

The Trust and British Waterways invite everyone to help celebrate the 200 years 
of this wonderful achievement which first enabled goods to be traded between 
London and Bristol and now allows all to enjoy boating, angling, architecture, 
cycling, plant life, wildlife, walking and cycling. The full 200 year story of the 
Kennet and Avon Canal is told at the Trust Museum on Devizes Wharf, with a 
special exhibition in 2010. 
 

The Trust is selling souvenir merchandise, and Wadworths brewery in Devizes 
has produced a celebration ale. There will be various special celebrations 
occurring during the year all along the canal; watch for notification in your local 
press, or on the Trust and British Waterways websites or phone the Trust on 
01380 721279.   www.katrust.org.uk     www.waterscape.com 
 

HOMESHARE 
 

If you either need somewhere to stay, or you would like support or company at 
home, you may be interested in Wiltshire Council’s Homeshare scheme. 
 

A Homesharer receives free accommodation in exchange for ten hours of help per 
week (not personal care) to the householder. The householder gets help and 
companionship from the Homesharer.  For more information, contact Susan Verity 
on 07733 091915 or email homeshare@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 

Alternatively, ring the Social Care Help Desk on 01225 713001 who will pass the 
message on. 
 
And finally ….. 
 

Some (alleged) clangers from church notices (not Seend and Bulkington!): 
 

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 pm. Please use the 
back door. 
  

Barbara remains in the hospital . She is having trouble sleeping and requests tapes 
of Pastor Jack's sermons. 
  

The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will sing: 
"Break Forth Into Joy."  
 

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be 
seen in the basement on Friday afternoon.  



USEFUL CONTACTS: 
Rev Renée Coulson 01380 827285 Benefice Administrator: Sue Taylor  01380 828733 
Churchwardens: Holy Cross; S Taylor 01225 709360 Mrs Tina Yockney 827139 
Christ Church:  Mrs Liz Futter 828485 
St Peter’s: Mrs Janet James - 724944    Paulette Bremner Milne 828527 
LPA’s: Audrey McDonald 828376 and Jo Bell 828550     Bell Ringers: C Mayell 828627 
Minister Methodist Church - Revd Roy Fowler - 01249 813340 
Irene Usher Memorial Hall (The Pavilion) Bookings -  Richard Walker on 828250  
Bulkington Village Hall - Nev Boulton 828101 or Roger Futter  828485 
Seend Community Centre & Club - Hall bookings: Frank Teasdale 828617 
 Skittles bookings only: Stan Wiltshire 828559   
Seend School - 828334 
Seend Shuttle Community Bus:  Bookings - Alison Cobbing  828568 
Seend Parish Council Clerk - Rosemary Fisher 828281 
Seend’s Wiltshire Councillor - Mr Jonathan Seed 01380 850696 
Seend Website: www.seend.org.uk - Neil Yockney 827139 
Bulkington Website:  
http://www.westwilts-communityweb.com/site/Bulkington-Village-Site/index.htm  
Public Footpath Warden - Mrs Esther Daly 01672 513157 
Connect 2 (transport to RUH; book at least one day ahead) - 08456 525255 
Community Beat Manager for Seend PC Emily Thomas.  She can be contacted on 
0845 408 7000, or e-mail melkshamruralsouthnpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
MP - Michael Ancram 01672 512675; MEP - Graham Watson 01458 252265 
 

CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS 
100+Club Cash Draw - Bernie Prolze 828391 
Book Club - Sylvia Ewin 828325 
Bouncy Club - Clare Stynes 01380 827164 
Brownies - Helen Hook 828477 
Cricket Club - Peter Wallis 828757 
Fawlty Players Panto Group - Tessa Doe 828617 
Fete Committee - Geoff Burgess 828077 
Football Club - Dave Beaumont 01225 785067 
Fun Station, Bulkington - Ann Saywell 01380 828931 
Gardening Club - Joyce Brand  828433 
Historic Houses Club - Tony Ewin 828325 
LINK Scheme - 075320 55560 
Lye Field Committee - Dave Sawyer 828583 
Mothers’ Union - Elizabeth Campbell 828451 
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators - Tony Ewin (Seend) 828325;  
 Owen Burton (Seend Cleeve) 828820; John Scott (Bulkington) 828026. 
Other Book Club - Frank Teasdale 828617 
Preschool - Liz Futter 828485 
Poetry Group - Tessa Doe 828617 
Ramblers - Bob Howe 828554 
Royal British Legion - Roger Brind 828830;  
 Poppy Appeal - Anthony Hodgkinson on 828545 
Short Mat Bowls Club - Colin Waldeck 828946 
Tennis Club - Philip Proven 828407 
Theatre Club - Sylvia Ewin 828325; Marion Whitehead 828612 
WEA - Pam Church - 828597 
WI - Sarah Todhunter on 828730 and Jo Vaux on 828970 
Youth Club (Seend and Bulkington) Elanor Oddy 07517 905446 
(Please call Tessa on 828617 if your group’s contact details change.) 



Seend Post Office 
& Village Store 

 
01380 828250 

 
NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 
 

FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
 

WINES BEERS & SPIRITS 
 

GROCERIES 
 

NATIONAL LOTTERY 
 

POSTCARDS & STATIONERY 
 

Mon  9.00  -5.30   9.00 - 5.30 
 
Tues  9.00 - 5.30   9.00 - 5.30 
 
Wed  9.00 - 5.30   9.00 - 4.30* 
 
Thurs  9.00 - 1.00   9.00 - 1.00 
 
Fri  9.00  - 5.30   9.00 - 5.30  
 
Sat  8.30  - 1.00   9.00 - 1.00 
 
Sun  9.00  - 10.30   Closed 
 
Bank  9.00  - 10.30   Closed 
Holidays  
    * note early closing 

Village Store  Post Office 

 


